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“A loyalty oath is an oath of loyalty to an organization, institution, or state (state = government) of which 
an individual is a member.  In this context, a loyalty oath is distinct from pledge or oath of 
allegiance.  It is an affirmation by which a person signs a legally binding document or warrant.” 
 
The idea of taking an oath in support of an organization, institution, government, ruler, or cause was 
not new to the founding fathers.  The practice stems from ancient times and was common in most of 
Europe and Mediterranean countries of the time, and hence, in the American colonies too. 
 
During the American Revolution, General George Washington required all officers to subscribe to an 
oath renouncing any allegiance to King George III and pledging their fidelity to the United States. 

 

The requirement to take an oath is found in the Constitution itself.  Article VI mandates that both 
federal and state officers of all three branches of government (legislative, executive, and judicial) take an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United States. 

 

The following are examples of U.S. Oaths, mixed with a little history: 

 

Oaths of Office In The United States 

 

The Constitution specifies the exact oath of office to be taken by the President of the United States. 

And it outlines the requirements of oaths of office to be taken by other public officials, in the Federal 

Government and in the States. The United States Code then specifies the exact oaths of office for 

three different categories of Federal personnel: Most Other Officials, Federal Justices and Judges, 

and Military Enlisted Personnel. 
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President 

 

U.S. Constitution - Article 2 Section 1 

Article 2 - The Executive Branch 

Section 1 - The President 

 

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall 

hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice-President chosen 

for the same Term, be elected, as follows: 

 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of 

Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may 

be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of 

Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

 

(The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two persons, of 

whom one at least shall not lie an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they 

shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List 

they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United 

States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the 

Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes 

shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the 

President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if 

there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then 

the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; 

and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall 

in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by 

States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; a quorum for this Purpose shall 

consist of a Member or Members from two-thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the 

States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the 

Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if 

there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by 

Ballot the Vice-President.) (This clause in parentheses was superseded by the 12th Amendment.) 
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The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they 

shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

 

No person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the 

Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any 

Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five Years, 

and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. 

 

(In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability 

to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the same shall devolve on the Vice 

President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation 

or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as 

President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a 

President shall be elected.) (This clause in parentheses has been modified by the 20th and 25th 

Amendments.) 

 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall 

neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, 

and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or 

any of them. 

 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: 

 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of 

the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the 

Constitution of the United States." 

  

Oath of Office for the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives: 

 

At the start of each new Congress, in January of every odd-numbered year, the entire House of 

Representatives and one-third of the Senate performs a solemn and festive constitutional rite that is 

as old as the Republic. While the oath-taking dates back to the First Congress in 1789, the current 

oath is a product of the 1860s, drafted by Civil War-era members of Congress intent on ensnaring 

traitors.  
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The Constitution contains an oath of office only for the president. For other officials, including 

members of Congress, that document specifies only that they "shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation 

to support this constitution." 

 

Article VI of the Constitution specifies that members of Congress shall be bound by an oath to support the 

Constitution:  

 

“The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State 

Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the 

several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no 

religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the 

United States.” 

 

And the outline for the oaths of other Public Officials is shown here:  

 

“The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State 

Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the 

several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no 

religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the 

United States.”  

 

Constitution: See Article VI 

 

The text of the Constitutional Oath is not written in the Constitution, but the current oath was enacted by 

Congress in 1862.   

 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 

allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental 

reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the 

duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God." 

 

Oath for Access to Classified Information (House only) 

 

Before a Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House may have access to 

classified information, the following oath (or affirmation) shall be executed: 

 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not disclose any classified information 

received in the course of my service with the House of Representatives, except as 

authorized by the House of Representatives or in accordance with its Rules." 

 

Source: Clause 13, Rule XXIII of the Rules of the House of Representatives: the Code of Official Conduct. 
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The Oath Of Office For Supreme Court Justices And Other Federal Judges 

 

TITLE 28--JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE 

  

                     PART I--ORGANIZATION OF COURTS 

  

     CHAPTER 21--GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COURTS AND JUDGES 

  

Sec. 453. Oaths of justices and judges 

 

    Each justice or judge of the United States shall take the following oath or affirmation before performing the 

duties of his office:  

 

``I, ___ ___, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will administer justice without respect 

to persons, and do equal right to the poor and to the rich, and that I will faithfully and 

impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent upon me as ___ under the 

Constitution and laws of the United States. So help me God.'' 

 

In addition, each justice or judge of the United States shall take the following oath or affirmation before 

performing the duties of his office. Section 8 of the Judiciary Act of 1789, as amended in 1990:  

 

"I, __________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will administer justice without 

respect to persons, and do equal right to the poor and to the rich, and that I will 

faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent upon me as 

(name of position) under the Constitution and laws of the United States. So help me 

God.” 

 

Source: United States Code - 28USC453 - located at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/uscode/ 
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The Oath Of Office For Most Other Federal Officials, Other Than The President (including the Vice 

President, Cabinet members, members of Congress, Presidential civilian appointees, military officers, and civil 

servants) 

 

. . . as outlined in the Constitution and specified in the United States Code, 5USC3331.  

 

             TITLE 5--GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOYEES 

  

                           PART III--EMPLOYEES 

  

                   Subpart B--Employment and Retention 

  

            CHAPTER 33--EXAMINATION, SELECTION, AND PLACEMENT 

  

                      SUBCHAPTER II--OATH OF OFFICE 

  

Sec. 3331. Oath of office 

 

An individual, except the President, elected or appointed to an office of honor or profit in the civil service or 

uniformed services, shall take the following oath:  Title 5, Part III, Subpart B, Chapter 33, Subchapter II, § 

3331:  

 

``I, AB, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of 

the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith 

and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental 

reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the 

duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.''  

 

This section does not affect other oaths required by law. 

 

Source: United States Code - 5USC3331 - located at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/uscode/ 
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Oaths for the Armed Services: 

 

The United States Military Oath of Allegiance is taken by members of the United States Armed 
Services. 

 

Commissioning Officers oath differs slightly from that of the oath of enlistment that enlisted members 
recite when they enter the service. 

 
I, ____________, do solemnly swear, or affirm, that I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without 
any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.  

 

The Oath of Enlistment into the United States Armed Forces is performed upon any person enlisting 
or re-enlisting for a term of service into any branch of the military.  The oath of enlistment into the 
United States Armed Forces is administered by any commissioned officer to any person enlisting or re-
enlisting for a term of service into any branch of the military. The officer asks the person, or persons, to 
raise their right hand and repeat the oath after him. The oath is traditionally performed in front of the 
United States Flag and other flags, such as the state flag, military branch flag, and unit guidon may be 
present. 
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Enlisted Armed Forces EXCEPT the National Guard (Army or Air)  

 
I, (NAME), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; and that I will obey the orders of the President of the 
United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to 
regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me God.  

 
Enlisted In the National Guard (Army or Air)  

 
I, (NAME), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States and the State of (STATE NAME) against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that I will obey the 
orders of the President of the United States and the Governor of (STATE NAME) and the 
orders of the officers appointed over me, according to law and regulations. So help me 
God.  

 
Title 10, US Code; Act of 5 May 1960 replacing the wording first adopted in 1789, with amendment effective 5 October 1962. 

 

Military Guide Note: There has been some controversy about whether the phrase "So help me God" is 
mandatory. I have seen officers allow enlistees to omit these words, if they choose, according to their religious 
preference and beliefs. While federal law does not appear to make any part of the oath optional (see Title 10, Section 

502 of the United States Code), military regulations often do. For example, the Army enlistment regulation (see Army 

Regulation 601-210, paragraph 6-18) makes the portion "So help me God" optional.  

 
Many changes have occurred through the decades in regards to the military and its oaths, however 

this one fact remains true:   

 

Military enlisted personnel swear to obey the orders given to them by their officers, up through their 

chain of command, to the President, that is still preceded by a pledge to “defend the Constitution,” 

and is also qualified by the requirement that such orders be “according to regulations and the 

Uniform Code of Military Justice.”    Any order, by anyone, that is not constitutional or according to 

regulations, is unlawful and military personnel are not obligated to follow such orders – and, in fact, 

are obligated to refuse.    

 

The first obligation of Military Officers, Enlisted and Government officials is to obey the 

Constitution and the duly-enacted Laws, not to obey the President.  Even Executive Branch 

officials must not obey the President if he asks them to do anything which is unlawful. This is 

their Constitutional obligation, which their oath of office compels them to obey. 
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Below is a recap of the changes to both the oath and statutes that enforce them. 

Date/Statute Oath/Statute 

1 June 1789 1st Cong., 1st sess., statute 1, chap. 1 The very first law of the United States identified the requirement for 

government officials to take an oath or affirmation according to Article 6 

of the Constitution. 

 Officer Oath: I, A.B., do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case 

may be) that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States. 

29 September 1789 1st Cong., 1st sess. statute 1, 

chap. 25 

This statute separated the military oath from the oath for other public 

officials. It also created an oath for enlisted personnel distinct from the 

officer's oath, with an allegiance to the United States rather than the 

Constitution and a requirement to obey the orders of their chain of 

command. The officer's oath mirrored the oath specified in statute 1, sec. 

1 for members of Congress. 

 Enlisted Oath: I, A.B., do solemnly swear raffirm (as the case 

may be) to bear true faith and allegiance to the United States of 
America, and to serve them honestly and faithfully against all 
their enemies or opposers whatsoever, and to observe and 
obey the orders of the president of the United States of 
America, and the orders of officers appointed over me. 

30 April 1790 1st Cong., 2d sess., statute 2, chap. 10 This statute, passed as the means to continue the military establishment, 

required both officers and enlisted personnel to take the same oath. On 3 

March 1795, the last phrase changed to "according to the rules and 

articles of war." Each new Congress would repeal the previous Congress's 

act and pass a new statute creating the military establishment, including a 

section on the oath. In 1815 (13th Cong., 3d sess.), Congress no longer 

duplicated the previous military establishment act and identified changes 

only to previous law establishing the military. 

 Officer and Enlisted Oath: I, A.B., do solemnly swear or affirm (as 

the case may be) to bear true faith and allegiance to the United 
States of America, and to serve them honestly and faithfully 
against all their enemies or opposers whomsoever, and to 
observe and obey the orders of the president of the United 
States of America, and the orders of the officers appointed over 
me, according to the articles of war. 

2 July 1862 37th Cong., 2d sess., chap. 128 The intent of this Civil War statute was to ensure that government officials 

were not supporting, or had not supported, the Confederacy. This 

"Ironclad Test Oath" greatly expanded and contained more detail than 

previous oaths. The statute also separated the officer oath from the 

enlisted oath, once again making the officer oath consistent with the oath 

of public officials. 

 Officer Oath: I, A.B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have 

never voluntarily borne arms against the United States since I 
have been a citizen thereof; that I have voluntarily given no 
aid, countenance, counsel, or encouragement to persons 
engaged in armed hostility thereto; that I have neither sought 
nor accepted nor attempted to exercise the functions of any 
officers whatever, under any authority or voluntary support to 
any pretended government, authority, power or constitution 
within the United States, hostile or inimical thereto. And I do 
further swear (or affirm) that, to the best of my knowledge and 
ability, I will support and defend the Constitution of the United 
States, against all enemies, foreign. and domestic; that I will 
bear true faith and allegiance to without any mental 
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Date/Statute Oath/Statute 

reservation or purpose faithfully discharge the duties of the 
office on which I am about to enter, so help me God. 

11 July 1868 40th Cong., 2d sees., chap. 139 This statute was the first post-Civil War change to the oath. The new oath 

deleted the "background check" of the 1862 version and established the 

exact wording of the current officer's oath. Future legislative changes 

addressed the application of the oath but not the wording. 

 Officer Oath: I, A.B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 

support and defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; 
and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the 
office on which I am about to enter. So help me God. 

5 May 1950 81st Cong., 2d sess., chap. 169 (Public law 

506) 

This statute was the first post-World War II legislation on the oath, 

establishing the Uniform Code of Military Justice to unify, consolidate, 

revise, and codify the Articles of War, the Articles of Government of the 

Navy, and the Disciplinary Laws of the Coast Guard. Section 8 identified a 

standard oath for all enlisted personnel. 

 Enlisted Oath: I, _____, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 

bear true faith and allegiance to the United States of America; 
that I will serve them honestly and faithfully against all their 
enemies whomsoever; and that I will obey the orders of the 
president of the United States and the orders of the officers 
appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice. 

5 October 1962 87th Cong., 2d sess. (Public Law 87-

751) 

This legislation was enacted to make the enlisted oath more consistent 

with the officer oath, using the phrase "support and defend the 

Constitution" and adding "So help me God" at the end. This was the last 

legislative change to the wording of either oath. Subsequent legislation on 

the oath addressed administrative issues. 

 Enlisted Oath: I,_____, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 

support and defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; and that I will obey the 
orders of the president of the United States and the orders of 
the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me God. 

 

Comparison of the Military Oath of Office to Core Values 
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Core Values  

Air Force Navy/Marine Corps Army Oath of Office 

Service before self Courage Selfless Service, Personal 

Courage, Loyalty 

I will support and defend the 

Constitution of the United 

States against all enemies, 

foreign and domestic. 

Integrity First Honor Integrity I take this obligation freely, 

without any mental 

reservation or purpose of 

evasion. 

Excellence in all we do Commitment Duty, Respect I will well and faithfully 

discharge the duties of the 

office upon which I am about 

to enter. 

 

Oath of Citizenship 

 

Taken by all new or ‘nationalized’ U.S. citizens.  

 

 "I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all 

allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom 

or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the 

Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and 

domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on 

behalf of the United States when required by law; that I will perform noncombatant 

service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will 

perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; 

and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of 

evasion; so help me God. In acknowledgement whereof I have hereunto affixed my 

signature." 

 

In some cases, USCIS allows the oath to be taken without the clauses: ". . .that I will bear arms on behalf of the United 

States when required by law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when 

required by law. . ." 

 

Source: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
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State, County and other Local Officials 

 

Many state, county and other communities have ‘oaths’ and ‘pledges’ that elected and appointed officials and 

employees take.  Over the decades there have been many Supreme Court rulings (some good, some bad where 

the constitution is concerned) regarding the wording and enforcement of such oaths and pledges.  However when 

it comes to Federal Law Enforcement, so far the Constitution has stood its ground.  The FBI, ATF and other 

such federal agencies all have oaths that follow the Constitutional guidelines for either the legislative or judicial 

branches of our federal government.   

 

The FBI Oath 

 

I [name] do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God. 

 

All state, county and municipal law enforcement (public safety) entities have also created their own oaths.  Here 

things get a bit “tacky” for our Constitution.    

 

For state and county law enforcement, most (I stress most, but not all) have followed the Constitution along the 

lines of an oath that is patterned after the Constitutional guidelines for the legislative or judicial branches of the 

federal government.   

 

Law Enforcement Oath of Honor 

 

On my honor, I will never betray my badge, my integrity, my character or the public 

trust. 

I will always have the courage to hold myself and others accountable for our actions. 

I will always uphold the Constitution, my Community and the agency I serve. 

 

The others have patterned their oaths off the military enlisted oath that pledges not only to uphold and protect 

the Constitution but to also obey the president and commissioned officers above them.  Understand that 

there is not only No Constitutional or US Code that requires this of civilian law enforcement 
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entities – US Code again precedes any such clause and requires the person to refuse any order 

that is not constitutional. This is where the problems begin, as this is where politicians grab hold and 

mutilate the oath to obey the president OVER protecting and upholding the Constitution and its laws.  This act 

in and of itself is unconstitutional, yet the civil servants and citizens around these poor governmental entities 

seem to be oblivious to this fact. 

 

To find out what oath if any your state, county and municipal law enforcement entities swear allegiance to, you 

will need to query your local government(s) for that information. 

 
Pledge of Allegiance     

 

Between September 8, 1892 and June 14 (Flag Day), 1954 the Pledge of Allegiance was born, modified and 

sanctified by congress.  

 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and 

to the republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, 

indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all." 
 

Below is a recap of how this pledge came to be.  (For more detailed history on this pledge see The Pledge of Allegiance & 

American's Creed @  

http://formerlynmurbanhomesteader.weebly.com/uploads/2/2/5/0/22509786/history_the_pledge_of_allegiance__americans_creed_ne

w_site.pdf) 

 

September 8, 1892 First published/created “I pledge allegiance to my flag, and to the Republic for which it 

stands: one Nation indivisible, With Liberty and Justice for all." 

June 14, 1923 "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States and to the Republic for which it stands: 

Nation indivisible, With Liberty and Justice for all." 

June 14, 1924 "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which 

it stands: Nation indivisible, With Liberty and Justice for all." 

June 22, 1942 Became official when the United States Congress included the Pledge to the Flag in the United States Flag 

Code (Title 36). 

June 14, 1954 I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it 

stands: Nation under God, indivisible, With Liberty and Justice for all." 

1954 to Present "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for 

which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all." 
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We must acknowledge just how important it is that our founding generation placed the requirement to 
take an oath, as a mandate in Article Vi, and stressed it by the fact that the very first act of the first 
Congress of the United States was to establish a simple 14-word oath to our Constitution: 
 

 “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States.”   

 
Unlike the presidential oath, the particular wording of the oath for the legislative and judicial branches 
is not delineated in the Constitution, merely the requirement that an oath be taken.  As a result, the 
wording of the oath has been formulated by the federal and state legislatures over time. 
 

“The Senators and Representatives […], and the Members of the several State 
Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States 
and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support 
this Constitution[…].” 

 
It was even instituted into the “Oath of Allegiance” created by our new country’s first naturalization 
law in 1790.  Our founding fathers understood (more than most of us today) the importance of immigration 
and pledges or oaths of allegiance to a country and not its government or ruler.  
 
Although some have referred to the Articles of Confederation as America’s first constitution, it never 
was given that status by the colonists.  American colonists were familiar with, and placed great 
emphasis on the supremacy of written constitutions.  Immediately following the Declaration of 
Independence, in addition to creating the Articles of Confederation, 11 of the 13 colonies drafted and 
ratified state constitutions.  The inferiority of the Articles of Confederation can be seen by the fact that 
“[m]ost of the new state constitutions included elaborate oaths that tied allegiance to and provided a 
summary of the basic constitutional principles animating American constitutionalism. There was no 
oath in the Articles of Confederation.” 
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Our Constitution was not miraculously formulated by ideas invented by the founding fathers during 
the Constitutional Convention.  To the contrary, in the years preceding the “Miracle at Philadelphia,” 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Adams, John Adams, John Jay, 
Alexander Hamilton, George Wythe, James Wilson, and others made every effort to study and 
comprehend the nature and politics of truly free government.  

 

The founding fathers diligently sought to avoid the mistakes of other nations and, for the first time in 
history, form a balanced government where freedom (of choice within the restraints of the God abiding 10 

Commandments) could reign.  To appreciate this ideal, we first must acknowledge what some have 
called the preface or architectural blueprint to the Constitution—the Declaration of Independence.  
“While the Declaration of Independence, as promulgated on July 4, 1776, did not bring this nation 
into existence or establish the government of the United States of America, it magnificently 
enunciated the fundamental principles of republican or constitutional government—principals that 
are not stated explicitly in the Constitution itself.”  The essence of these fundamental principles were 
memorialized when Thomas Jefferson penned the famous words; 
 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure 
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed….” 

 
From the founding of our new government until the Civil War era, this simple oath adequately served 
its intended purpose.  However, in April 1861, in light of the conflicts surrounding the Civil War, 
President Abraham Lincoln demanded that all federal, executive branch employees take an 
expanded oath in support of the Union. Shortly thereafter, at an emergency session of Congress, 
legislation was enacted requiring all employees to take the expanded oath. By the end of the year, 
Congress had revised the expanded oath and added a new section, creating what came to be known 
as the Ironclad Test Oath or Test Oath. “The war-inspired Test Oath, signed into law on July 2, 
1862, required ‘every person elected or appointed to any office…under the Government of the United 
States…excepting the President of the United States’ to swear or affirm that they had never 
previously engaged in criminal or disloyal conduct.” 
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As early as 1868, Congress created an alternative oath for individuals unable to take the Test Oath 
“on account of their participation in the late rebellion.” Nearly two decades later, Congress repealed 
the Test Oath and mandated the federal oath of office we have today. This oath, taken by most 
federal employees, can be found in Title 5, U.S. Code, Section 3331. 
 
State officers, on the other hand, are required by federal statute to take the original oath first 
promulgated in 1789. In addition to this requirement, state constitutions and legislatures have 
generally added words and sentiments appropriate to their respective states. One obvious addition is 
the dual requirement to support and defend not only the federal Constitution but also the constitution 
and laws of the individual state. 
 
At the core of each of these oaths, whether the federal oath in its current form or the various state 
oaths with their additional obligations, lies the simple language put forth by our first Congress:  
 

“I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States.” 

 
It is significant that we take an oath to support and defend the Constitution and not 
an individual leader, ruler, office, or entity. This is true for the simple reason that the 
Constitution is based on lasting principles of sound government that provides balance, stability, and 
consistency through time.  A government based on individuals—who are inconsistent, fallible, and 
often prone to error—too easily leads to tyranny on the one extreme or anarchy on the other. The 
founding fathers sought to avoid these extremes and create a balanced government based on 
constitutional principles. 
 

We cannot discount or understate the fundamental importance of this!  We most 
certainly can’t let anyone, yet alone our own government, remove our oaths of loyalty 
(Pledge of Allegiance, oaths of office, etc.) from our documents, our schools or any 
government office at any level! 

 

Those of us born into citizenship in the United States of America have been put at a disadvantage, in 

that we have no formal education or ceremony to pledge our loyalty to the Constitution of the United 

States of America.  Our Pledge of Allegiance doesn’t count as it was not created until September 8, 

1892 and not sanctioned by US Code until June 14 (Flag Day), 1954.  Not to mention the fact that today 

it has been torn asunder by people who are so stuck on the word “God”, so much so that they won’t 

pledge to support the Constitution of the United States because the word is in it. 
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My grandparents took the following oath when they immigrated to America: 

 

"I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all 
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, of whom or 
which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the 
Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on 
behalf of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform noncombatant 
service in the armed forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will 
perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; 
and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion; so help me God."  

 

They lived and died here in the United States of America by this oath.  They taught this oath to their 

children; my father, aunts and uncles.  They too lived and died with this oath close to their heart. 

 

My father took the following oath when joined the United States Navy: 
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“I, _____, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
United States of America; that I will serve them honestly and faithfully against all their 
enemies whomsoever; and that I will obey the orders of the president of the United 
States and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice.” 

 
Just before my father passed he told me the only oath he ever really felt obligated to adhere to was 
the oath of citizenship his parents took.  He told me that government officials, even presidents, could 
become corrupted by their own power of office and that the citizenship oath upheld and most strongly 
represented the power, will and fortitude of an American citizen. 

 

If you think I am over reacting you should take a look at the definitions, particularly the legal 

definitions, of an ‘allegiance, faithfulness or loyalty’ oath that are being taught today (remember ‘state’ = 

government): 

 

“An oath of allegiance and faithfulness to the state required by a government of its citizens, particularly 

those in military service or government employment.” 

 

“Loyalty Oaths administered by colonial, revolutionary, confederate, federal, state, and municipal 

governments have asked pledgers to swear allegiance to the governing bodies.” 

 

“An oath that declares an individual's allegiance to the government and its institutions, and disclaims 

support of ideologies or associations that oppose or threaten the government.” 

 

Notice “the government”, “the state”, “the governing bodies” or “the government and its institutions” … 

NOT The Constitution! 

 

I may be too old to physically fight one on one with any US enemy (foreign or domestic), however 
if given a choice of Living Free, even if poor or Living in Slavery, even if rich – As God is my 
witness I will live and die a Free Citizen under the Constitution of the United States of 
America! 
 

Because of this and the experiences of my immigrant elders, I feel this necessitates 

that I reaffirm my allegiance to the Constitution of the United States of America. 
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I feel privileged and honored, as a Born American Citizen, to solemnly swear and 
affirm this (New) Oath of Allegiance to the Constitution of the United States of 
America; 
 
 

Oath of Allegiance for the Born American Citizen 
 
 

I (name) hereby declare, on oath, that I will support 
and defend the Constitution of the United States 
and its Constitutional laws against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic;  
that I will perform any service needed to defend the 
Constitution of the United States;  
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same;  
that I will work to support myself and my family 
within constitutional law;  
that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States 
when required by constitutional law;  
that I will perform noncombatant service in the 
Armed Forces or state militia of the United States 
when required by constitutional law;  
that I will perform work of national importance 
under civilian direction when required by 
constitutional law;  
and I reaffirm this obligation and responsibility 
freely without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion; so help me God.” 

 
 

 


