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“After a shooting spree, they always want to take the guns away from the people who didn't do it.”“After a shooting spree, they always want to take the guns away from the people who didn't do it.”“After a shooting spree, they always want to take the guns away from the people who didn't do it.”“After a shooting spree, they always want to take the guns away from the people who didn't do it.”    

William Burroughs, 1992William Burroughs, 1992William Burroughs, 1992William Burroughs, 1992    

 

With the movie theater shooting in Aurora, CO, I can see the battle lines being drawn.  The news is 

quick to point out that the shooter purchased his firearms and 100 round magazine legally and some 

items from the internet.  Yet the media is not talking about all the people who are injured and are 

killed each year by vehicles and many from ‘under the influence’ drivers.   

 

“The philos“The philos“The philos“The philosophy of gun control: Teenagers are roaring through town at 90MPH, where the speed ophy of gun control: Teenagers are roaring through town at 90MPH, where the speed ophy of gun control: Teenagers are roaring through town at 90MPH, where the speed ophy of gun control: Teenagers are roaring through town at 90MPH, where the speed 

limit is 25. limit is 25. limit is 25. limit is 25.     

Your solution is to lower the speed limit to 20.”Your solution is to lower the speed limit to 20.”Your solution is to lower the speed limit to 20.”Your solution is to lower the speed limit to 20.”    

Sam Cohen Sam Cohen Sam Cohen Sam Cohen     

(inventor of the neutron bomb)(inventor of the neutron bomb)(inventor of the neutron bomb)(inventor of the neutron bomb)    

 

Fact is more US citizens perish and get injured each year via vehicles than firearms;  many, many 

more die from heart attacks than vehicles or firearms. 

 

The data from the 1990 Harvard Medical Practice Study suggest that 150,000 Americans die every The data from the 1990 Harvard Medical Practice Study suggest that 150,000 Americans die every The data from the 1990 Harvard Medical Practice Study suggest that 150,000 Americans die every The data from the 1990 Harvard Medical Practice Study suggest that 150,000 Americans die every 

year from doctors' negligence year from doctors' negligence year from doctors' negligence year from doctors' negligence --------    compared with 38,000 gun deaths annually.compared with 38,000 gun deaths annually.compared with 38,000 gun deaths annually.compared with 38,000 gun deaths annually.    Why are doctors not Why are doctors not Why are doctors not Why are doctors not 

declared a public health menace? Because they save more lives than they take. And so it is with declared a public health menace? Because they save more lives than they take. And so it is with declared a public health menace? Because they save more lives than they take. And so it is with declared a public health menace? Because they save more lives than they take. And so it is with 
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guns. Every year, good Americans use guns about 2.5 million times to protect themselves and their guns. Every year, good Americans use guns about 2.5 million times to protect themselves and their guns. Every year, good Americans use guns about 2.5 million times to protect themselves and their guns. Every year, good Americans use guns about 2.5 million times to protect themselves and their 

families, which means 65 lives are protecfamilies, which means 65 lives are protecfamilies, which means 65 lives are protecfamilies, which means 65 lives are protected by guns for every life lost to a gun.ted by guns for every life lost to a gun.ted by guns for every life lost to a gun.ted by guns for every life lost to a gun.    

Dr. Edgar Suter, Dr. Edgar Suter, Dr. Edgar Suter, Dr. Edgar Suter,     

San Francisco Chronicle, 7/12/94, Opinion (p. A17)San Francisco Chronicle, 7/12/94, Opinion (p. A17)San Francisco Chronicle, 7/12/94, Opinion (p. A17)San Francisco Chronicle, 7/12/94, Opinion (p. A17)    

 

“When I began my research on guns in 1976, like most academics, I was a believer in the 'antigun' “When I began my research on guns in 1976, like most academics, I was a believer in the 'antigun' “When I began my research on guns in 1976, like most academics, I was a believer in the 'antigun' “When I began my research on guns in 1976, like most academics, I was a believer in the 'antigun' 

thesis. ... It seemed then like selfthesis. ... It seemed then like selfthesis. ... It seemed then like selfthesis. ... It seemed then like self----evident evident evident evident common sense which hardly needed to be empirically common sense which hardly needed to be empirically common sense which hardly needed to be empirically common sense which hardly needed to be empirically 

tested. ... [But] the best currently available evidence, imperfect though it is (and must always be), tested. ... [But] the best currently available evidence, imperfect though it is (and must always be), tested. ... [But] the best currently available evidence, imperfect though it is (and must always be), tested. ... [But] the best currently available evidence, imperfect though it is (and must always be), 

indicates that general gun availability has no measurable net positive effect on rates of homicide, indicates that general gun availability has no measurable net positive effect on rates of homicide, indicates that general gun availability has no measurable net positive effect on rates of homicide, indicates that general gun availability has no measurable net positive effect on rates of homicide, 

suisuisuisuicide, robbery, assault, rape, or burglary in the U.S. ... Further, when victims have guns, it is less cide, robbery, assault, rape, or burglary in the U.S. ... Further, when victims have guns, it is less cide, robbery, assault, rape, or burglary in the U.S. ... Further, when victims have guns, it is less cide, robbery, assault, rape, or burglary in the U.S. ... Further, when victims have guns, it is less 

likely aggressors will attack or injure them and less likely they will lose property in a robbery. ... The likely aggressors will attack or injure them and less likely they will lose property in a robbery. ... The likely aggressors will attack or injure them and less likely they will lose property in a robbery. ... The likely aggressors will attack or injure them and less likely they will lose property in a robbery. ... The 

positive associations often found between aggrepositive associations often found between aggrepositive associations often found between aggrepositive associations often found between aggregate levels of violence and gun ownership appear to gate levels of violence and gun ownership appear to gate levels of violence and gun ownership appear to gate levels of violence and gun ownership appear to 

be primarily due to violence increasing gun ownership, rather than the reverse.”be primarily due to violence increasing gun ownership, rather than the reverse.”be primarily due to violence increasing gun ownership, rather than the reverse.”be primarily due to violence increasing gun ownership, rather than the reverse.”    

Gary Kleck, Gary Kleck, Gary Kleck, Gary Kleck,     

Prof. Florida State Univ, Sch of Criminology from a speech given to the Nat'l Academy of Sciences, 1991, as Prof. Florida State Univ, Sch of Criminology from a speech given to the Nat'l Academy of Sciences, 1991, as Prof. Florida State Univ, Sch of Criminology from a speech given to the Nat'l Academy of Sciences, 1991, as Prof. Florida State Univ, Sch of Criminology from a speech given to the Nat'l Academy of Sciences, 1991, as 

rererereported by Don B. Kates, Jr. in "Shot Down", National Review, March 6, 1995, pages 49ported by Don B. Kates, Jr. in "Shot Down", National Review, March 6, 1995, pages 49ported by Don B. Kates, Jr. in "Shot Down", National Review, March 6, 1995, pages 49ported by Don B. Kates, Jr. in "Shot Down", National Review, March 6, 1995, pages 49----54.54.54.54.    

 

“Since police started keeping statistics, we now know that assault weapons are/were used in an “Since police started keeping statistics, we now know that assault weapons are/were used in an “Since police started keeping statistics, we now know that assault weapons are/were used in an “Since police started keeping statistics, we now know that assault weapons are/were used in an 

underwhelming 0.026 of 1% of crimes in New Jersey. This means that my underwhelming 0.026 of 1% of crimes in New Jersey. This means that my underwhelming 0.026 of 1% of crimes in New Jersey. This means that my underwhelming 0.026 of 1% of crimes in New Jersey. This means that my officers are more likely to officers are more likely to officers are more likely to officers are more likely to 

confront an escaped tiger from the local zoo than to confront an assault rifle in the hands of a confront an escaped tiger from the local zoo than to confront an assault rifle in the hands of a confront an escaped tiger from the local zoo than to confront an assault rifle in the hands of a confront an escaped tiger from the local zoo than to confront an assault rifle in the hands of a 

drugdrugdrugdrug----crazed killer on the streets.”crazed killer on the streets.”crazed killer on the streets.”crazed killer on the streets.”    

Joseph Constance Joseph Constance Joseph Constance Joseph Constance     

(deputy chief of Trenton NJ police dept) in testimony before the Senate Judic(deputy chief of Trenton NJ police dept) in testimony before the Senate Judic(deputy chief of Trenton NJ police dept) in testimony before the Senate Judic(deputy chief of Trenton NJ police dept) in testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee in Aug 1993iary Committee in Aug 1993iary Committee in Aug 1993iary Committee in Aug 1993    
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Our Constitution and Bill of Rights grants each US citizen the right and freedom of CHOICE and the 

opportunity to pursue happiness.   

 

"Gun control is like trying to reduce drunk driving by making it tougher for sober people to "Gun control is like trying to reduce drunk driving by making it tougher for sober people to "Gun control is like trying to reduce drunk driving by making it tougher for sober people to "Gun control is like trying to reduce drunk driving by making it tougher for sober people to own own own own 

cars."cars."cars."cars."    
AnonymousAnonymousAnonymousAnonymous    

 

As a result I will fight staunchly against any law that says every citizen must own a 

firearm, as I will against any law that says we citizens cannot own a firearm! 

 

“Both the oligarch and Tyrant mistrust the people, “Both the oligarch and Tyrant mistrust the people, “Both the oligarch and Tyrant mistrust the people, “Both the oligarch and Tyrant mistrust the people,     

and therefore deand therefore deand therefore deand therefore deprive them of arms.”prive them of arms.”prive them of arms.”prive them of arms.”    

AristotleAristotleAristotleAristotle    

 

I only ask for the freedom of choice.  You let me have mine, and I will let you have 

yours; and neither of us will force a decision on the other. 

 

“You may not like guns, and choose not to own one. That is your right. You mi“You may not like guns, and choose not to own one. That is your right. You mi“You may not like guns, and choose not to own one. That is your right. You mi“You may not like guns, and choose not to own one. That is your right. You might not believe in God. ght not believe in God. ght not believe in God. ght not believe in God. 

That is your choice. However, if someone breaks into your home the first two things you’re going to That is your choice. However, if someone breaks into your home the first two things you’re going to That is your choice. However, if someone breaks into your home the first two things you’re going to That is your choice. However, if someone breaks into your home the first two things you’re going to 

do are: do are: do are: do are:     

1) Call someone with a gun. 2) Pray they get there in time.”1) Call someone with a gun. 2) Pray they get there in time.”1) Call someone with a gun. 2) Pray they get there in time.”1) Call someone with a gun. 2) Pray they get there in time.”    

AnonymousAnonymousAnonymousAnonymous    

 

Think about this:   

 

“If cowardly and dishonorable “If cowardly and dishonorable “If cowardly and dishonorable “If cowardly and dishonorable men sometimes shoot unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil men sometimes shoot unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil men sometimes shoot unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil men sometimes shoot unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil 

must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, and not by a general deprivation of a must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, and not by a general deprivation of a must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, and not by a general deprivation of a must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, and not by a general deprivation of a 

constitutional privilege.”constitutional privilege.”constitutional privilege.”constitutional privilege.”    

Arkansas Supreme Court, 1878Arkansas Supreme Court, 1878Arkansas Supreme Court, 1878Arkansas Supreme Court, 1878    

 

A firearm is nothing but a tool to the criminal and a criminal will always find the tools 

they need to commit their crime. If you want to address crime you must get the 

criminal!  
  

Gun control? It's the best thing you can do for crooks and gangsters. I want you to have nothing. If Gun control? It's the best thing you can do for crooks and gangsters. I want you to have nothing. If Gun control? It's the best thing you can do for crooks and gangsters. I want you to have nothing. If Gun control? It's the best thing you can do for crooks and gangsters. I want you to have nothing. If 

I'm a bad guy, I'm a bad guy, I'm a bad guy, I'm a bad guy, I'm always gonna have a gun. Safety locks? You pull the trigger with a lock on, and I'll I'm always gonna have a gun. Safety locks? You pull the trigger with a lock on, and I'll I'm always gonna have a gun. Safety locks? You pull the trigger with a lock on, and I'll I'm always gonna have a gun. Safety locks? You pull the trigger with a lock on, and I'll 

pull the trigger. We'll see who wins.pull the trigger. We'll see who wins.pull the trigger. We'll see who wins.pull the trigger. We'll see who wins.    

Sammy "The Bull" Gravano, Mafia assassin, Sammy "The Bull" Gravano, Mafia assassin, Sammy "The Bull" Gravano, Mafia assassin, Sammy "The Bull" Gravano, Mafia assassin,     

Vanity Fair interview, September, 1999, p. 165Vanity Fair interview, September, 1999, p. 165Vanity Fair interview, September, 1999, p. 165Vanity Fair interview, September, 1999, p. 165    
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Fact:  NO Law, NO Dictate, NO Mandate, NO Legislation, NO Treaty, NO Act, NO 

Directive, NO Executive Order HAS EVER PREVENTED A CRIME!  How so?  Think 

Prohibition, it was an attempt to reduce/eliminate alcohol abuse, yet it didn’t.  In fact 

there was more ‘crime’ and abuse during Prohibition than before or after it! 

 

“A government that intended to protect the liberty of the people would not disarm them. A “A government that intended to protect the liberty of the people would not disarm them. A “A government that intended to protect the liberty of the people would not disarm them. A “A government that intended to protect the liberty of the people would not disarm them. A 

government planning the opposite most certainly and logically would disarm them. And so it has government planning the opposite most certainly and logically would disarm them. And so it has government planning the opposite most certainly and logically would disarm them. And so it has government planning the opposite most certainly and logically would disarm them. And so it has 

been in this century.”been in this century.”been in this century.”been in this century.”    

Charlie Reese, syndicaCharlie Reese, syndicaCharlie Reese, syndicaCharlie Reese, syndicated columnistted columnistted columnistted columnist 

 

Next take a look at history and gun control. 

 

“The people of the various provinces are strictly forbidden to have in their possession any swords, “The people of the various provinces are strictly forbidden to have in their possession any swords, “The people of the various provinces are strictly forbidden to have in their possession any swords, “The people of the various provinces are strictly forbidden to have in their possession any swords, 

bows, spears, firearms or other types of arms. The possession of these elements makes difficulbows, spears, firearms or other types of arms. The possession of these elements makes difficulbows, spears, firearms or other types of arms. The possession of these elements makes difficulbows, spears, firearms or other types of arms. The possession of these elements makes difficult the t the t the t the 

collection of taxes and dues, and tends to permit uprising.”collection of taxes and dues, and tends to permit uprising.”collection of taxes and dues, and tends to permit uprising.”collection of taxes and dues, and tends to permit uprising.”    

Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Toyotomi Hideyoshi,     

Shogun of Japan, August 29, 1558Shogun of Japan, August 29, 1558Shogun of Japan, August 29, 1558Shogun of Japan, August 29, 1558    

 

• Cambodia established gun control in 1956. From 1975 to 1977, 1 million "educated people", 

unable to defend themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 
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“The tragic history of civilian disarmament cries a warning against any systematic attempts to render “The tragic history of civilian disarmament cries a warning against any systematic attempts to render “The tragic history of civilian disarmament cries a warning against any systematic attempts to render “The tragic history of civilian disarmament cries a warning against any systematic attempts to render 

innocent citizens illinnocent citizens illinnocent citizens illinnocent citizens ill----equipped to defend themselves from tyrant terrorists, despots or oppressive equipped to defend themselves from tyrant terrorists, despots or oppressive equipped to defend themselves from tyrant terrorists, despots or oppressive equipped to defend themselves from tyrant terrorists, despots or oppressive 

majorities.”majorities.”majorities.”majorities.”    

Daniel SchmutterDaniel SchmutterDaniel SchmutterDaniel Schmutter, 1998, 1998, 1998, 1998    

   

• China established gun control in 1935. From 1948 to 1952, 20 million political dissidents, 

unable to defend themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 

   

“Among the many misdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of deprivi“Among the many misdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of deprivi“Among the many misdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of deprivi“Among the many misdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of depriving a ng a ng a ng a 

whole nation of arms, as the blackest.”whole nation of arms, as the blackest.”whole nation of arms, as the blackest.”whole nation of arms, as the blackest.”    

Mahatma GandhiMahatma GandhiMahatma GandhiMahatma Gandhi    

   

• Germany established gun control in 1938, from 1939 to 1945, 13 million Jews, Gypsies, 

homosexuals, mentally ill people and other "mongrelized peoples" unable to defend 

themselves were rounded up and exterminated. 

 

“A system of licensing and registration is the perfect device to deny gun ownership to the “A system of licensing and registration is the perfect device to deny gun ownership to the “A system of licensing and registration is the perfect device to deny gun ownership to the “A system of licensing and registration is the perfect device to deny gun ownership to the 

bourgeoisie.”bourgeoisie.”bourgeoisie.”bourgeoisie.”    

Vladimir Ilyich LeninVladimir Ilyich LeninVladimir Ilyich LeninVladimir Ilyich Lenin    

 

• Guatemala established gun control in 1964. From 1964 to 1981, 100,000 Mayan Indians, 

unable to defend themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 

 

“The most foolish mistake we could possibly make would be to allow the subject races to possess “The most foolish mistake we could possibly make would be to allow the subject races to possess “The most foolish mistake we could possibly make would be to allow the subject races to possess “The most foolish mistake we could possibly make would be to allow the subject races to possess 

arms. History shows that all conquerors who have allowed their subject races to carry arms have arms. History shows that all conquerors who have allowed their subject races to carry arms have arms. History shows that all conquerors who have allowed their subject races to carry arms have arms. History shows that all conquerors who have allowed their subject races to carry arms have 

prepared their own dowprepared their own dowprepared their own dowprepared their own downfall by so doing. Indeed, I would go so far as to say that the supply of arms nfall by so doing. Indeed, I would go so far as to say that the supply of arms nfall by so doing. Indeed, I would go so far as to say that the supply of arms nfall by so doing. Indeed, I would go so far as to say that the supply of arms 

to the underdogs is a sine qua non for the overthrow of any sovereignty.”to the underdogs is a sine qua non for the overthrow of any sovereignty.”to the underdogs is a sine qua non for the overthrow of any sovereignty.”to the underdogs is a sine qua non for the overthrow of any sovereignty.”    

Adolf HitlerAdolf HitlerAdolf HitlerAdolf Hitler    

 

• The Soviet Union established gun control in 1929. From 1929 to 1953, 20 million political 

diossidents, unable to defend themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 

 

“The measures adopted to restore public order are: First of all, the elimination of the so“The measures adopted to restore public order are: First of all, the elimination of the so“The measures adopted to restore public order are: First of all, the elimination of the so“The measures adopted to restore public order are: First of all, the elimination of the so----called called called called 

subversive elements .... They were elements of disorder and subversion. On the msubversive elements .... They were elements of disorder and subversion. On the msubversive elements .... They were elements of disorder and subversion. On the msubversive elements .... They were elements of disorder and subversion. On the morrow of each orrow of each orrow of each orrow of each 

conflict I gave the categorical order to confiscate the largest possible number of weapons of every conflict I gave the categorical order to confiscate the largest possible number of weapons of every conflict I gave the categorical order to confiscate the largest possible number of weapons of every conflict I gave the categorical order to confiscate the largest possible number of weapons of every 

sort and kind. This confiscation, which continues with the utmost energy, has given satisfactory sort and kind. This confiscation, which continues with the utmost energy, has given satisfactory sort and kind. This confiscation, which continues with the utmost energy, has given satisfactory sort and kind. This confiscation, which continues with the utmost energy, has given satisfactory 

results.”results.”results.”results.”    

Benito MussoliniBenito MussoliniBenito MussoliniBenito Mussolini    

 

• Turkey established gun control in 1911. From 1915 to 1917 1.5 million Armenians, unable to 

defend themselves were rounded up and exterminated. 
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“Germans who wish to use firearms should join the S.S. or the S.A.. ordinary citizens don't need “Germans who wish to use firearms should join the S.S. or the S.A.. ordinary citizens don't need “Germans who wish to use firearms should join the S.S. or the S.A.. ordinary citizens don't need “Germans who wish to use firearms should join the S.S. or the S.A.. ordinary citizens don't need 

guns, as their having guns doesnguns, as their having guns doesnguns, as their having guns doesnguns, as their having guns doesn't serve the state.”'t serve the state.”'t serve the state.”'t serve the state.”    

Heinrich HimmlerHeinrich HimmlerHeinrich HimmlerHeinrich Himmler    

 

• Uganda establised gun control in 1970. From 1971 to 1979, 300,000 Christians, unable to 

defend themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 

 

“All political power comes from the barrel of a gun. “All political power comes from the barrel of a gun. “All political power comes from the barrel of a gun. “All political power comes from the barrel of a gun.     

The communist party mThe communist party mThe communist party mThe communist party must command all the guns, that way, ust command all the guns, that way, ust command all the guns, that way, ust command all the guns, that way,     

no guns can ever be used to command the party.”no guns can ever be used to command the party.”no guns can ever be used to command the party.”no guns can ever be used to command the party.”    

Mao Tse TungMao Tse TungMao Tse TungMao Tse Tung    

 

The citizens of the United States are not immune to tyranny from our own government and never 

have been.  Our early and current history shows this to be a long running battle to stay free and 

independent, with a government ‘Of the people, by the people, for the people’.    

 

In the beginning there was the ‘shot heard round the world’ on April 19, 1775 at a bridge 

between Lexington and Concord where the British were out to confiscate colonial citizens of 

their firearms.   

 

By the rude bridge that arched the flood,By the rude bridge that arched the flood,By the rude bridge that arched the flood,By the rude bridge that arched the flood,    

Their flag to April's breeze unfurled,Their flag to April's breeze unfurled,Their flag to April's breeze unfurled,Their flag to April's breeze unfurled,    

Here once the embattled farmers stood,Here once the embattled farmers stood,Here once the embattled farmers stood,Here once the embattled farmers stood,    

And fired the shot heard round the world.And fired the shot heard round the world.And fired the shot heard round the world.And fired the shot heard round the world.    

Ralph Waldo EmersonRalph Waldo EmersonRalph Waldo EmersonRalph Waldo Emerson    

 

The American lust for the freedom of choice has been with us from the beginning.  This freedom is at the root 

of all of our freedoms and rights.  Take this one freedom away and you have destroyed all the rest.   

 

Food for Thought on the Choice and Right to Possess Firearms … 
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Gun Control: The theory that a woman found dead in an alley, raped and strangled with her own panty hose, is 

somehow morally superior to a woman explaining to police how her attacker got that fatal bullet wound. 

 

If you believe the term "militia" means the National Guard then you must believe that freedom of speech is reserved for 

the Government Printing Office. 

 

Question: How many gun control advocates does it take to screw in a light bulb? 

Answer: They don't. They pass laws against burned-out bulbs, and then they wonder why it's still so dark. Meanwhile, a 

lot of people get hurt because they can't see. 

 

When guns are outlawed only outlaws will have guns! 

 

Why do liberals trust the bad guys to be good and expect the law- abiding to be bad? 

 

Banning civilian firearms will no more eliminate crime than Prohibition eliminated alcohol abuse.   

 

Blaming guns for murder is the same as blaming cars for hit-and-runs. 

 

Those who deny me the freedom to carry a firearm with which to protect my family and myself, are as complicit and 

guilty as the perpetrator should we be harmed or murdered by an act of violence. Charles F. "Chuck" Bearden Rancher in 

Texas 

 

Sooner or later we all must die. Warriors choose to do so on their feet, standing between their enemies and those they 

hold dear. With a weapon in their hands. Cowards choose to do so on their bellies. Unarmed.  Dave Gell (inspired by 

author David Weber) 

 

It is a lesson of history that it is ethically, morally, and philosophically impossible to have too many personal weapons, 

whether they be edged, impact or projectile.  David W. Loeffler 

 

Keeping and bearing arms is not only a fundamental right; it is a fundamental duty upon which all liberty and 

sovereignty is based.  Donald L. Cline 

 

The gun control extremist has at least two things in common with the Islamic extremist. He has a willingness to die for 

his fundamental beliefs. And he has the sanctimony to demand that others go with him.  Dr. Mike Adams 

 

I am convinced that we can do to guns what we've done to drugs: create a multi-billion dollar underground market over 

which we have absolutely no control.  George L. Roman 

 

What opponents of the Second Amendment have never understood is that the prime benefit of the right to bear arms is 

now and always has been reaped without a shot being fired. The main benefit does not lie in the occasional person who 

shoots an attacker in self-defense. It doesn't lie in the many attacks that are stopped by warning shots or the 

brandishing of a weapon. The main value of the Second Amendment is that anybody who considers attacking a home, a 

business, or a community, has to fear one thing above all -- the people there may be armed.  Glenn Sacks, columnist and 

media spokesperson 
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Remember the armed Koreans and Chinese defending their homes and businesses during the LA riots? They valued and 

exercised their right to bear arms, and the property was spared.  I will not continue to belabor the statistics; every study 

conducted by law enforcement agencies (FBI and yes, even Janet Reno's Department of Justice) as well as several 

University studies, show that gun control is completely ineffective as a crime deterrent. To the contrary, violent crime 

grows alarming where it has been applied. That it is a prerequisite to totalitarianism is a historic fact, and that it is 

happening here at the same time the news media has become a propaganda ministry, we have in power the most 

corrupt administration in US history, and that we have seen several incidents of Federal brutality, cannot be a 

coincidence.  H. Clark 

 

From his weapons on the open roadFrom his weapons on the open roadFrom his weapons on the open roadFrom his weapons on the open road    

no man should step one pace away;no man should step one pace away;no man should step one pace away;no man should step one pace away;    

you don't know for certain when you're out on the roadyou don't know for certain when you're out on the roadyou don't know for certain when you're out on the roadyou don't know for certain when you're out on the road    

when you might have need of your spearwhen you might have need of your spearwhen you might have need of your spearwhen you might have need of your spear    
HavamalHavamalHavamalHavamal    

(a viking age collection of common sense) spanning the late 8th to 1(a viking age collection of common sense) spanning the late 8th to 1(a viking age collection of common sense) spanning the late 8th to 1(a viking age collection of common sense) spanning the late 8th to 11th centuries of the CE or Common Era 1th centuries of the CE or Common Era 1th centuries of the CE or Common Era 1th centuries of the CE or Common Era 

(BCE and ACE) calendar(BCE and ACE) calendar(BCE and ACE) calendar(BCE and ACE) calendar    

 

It is our venerable Second Amendment that fuses the notion of constraint on government to the autonomy of the 

solitary citizen.  James Hirsen, author, commentator, news analyst 

 

If my ancestors were armed they would not have been slaves.  James J. Johnson, an Ohio Unorganized Militia leader and 

one of the founders of E Pluribus Unum, a political group 

 

When the law disallows both the means and moral authority to defend one's self and property, crime and violence fill 

the void between common sense and the hoped for utopia.  JD Filkins, retired United States Air Force Master Sergeant 

 

A woman who demands further gun control legislation is like a chicken who roots for Colonel Sanders.  Larry Elder, 

Conservative Columnist,  Libertarian Political Commentator 

 

“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his house, his possessions are safe.”“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his house, his possessions are safe.”“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his house, his possessions are safe.”“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his house, his possessions are safe.”    

Luke 11:21Luke 11:21Luke 11:21Luke 11:21    

 

I choose to own a gun because I am a good mother. If you care about your children, you should make sure you have the 

ability to defend them.  Maria Heil, NRA member 

 

I'd much rather go to my grave never needing my gun, than go there wishing I had it.  Phil Dalmolin, Gun Owner 

 

Attack is the best form of defense.Attack is the best form of defense.Attack is the best form of defense.Attack is the best form of defense.    

ProverbsProverbsProverbsProverbs    

 

Those gun control activists advocating exchanging a liberty for safety should recall that the safest place on earth is 

solitary confinement at Leavenworth.  Rand T. Lennox, Gun Owner 

 

The right of self-defense is under attack. The federal waiting period was sold as worthwhile if it saved just one innocent 

life. In Lance Corporal Ross's case, it would have cost at least one innocent life. Self-defense is threatened by such 
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schemes. And self-defense is degraded and human lives cheapened when the government targets crime victims, not 

crime perpetrators.  Tanya Metaksa, lobbyist of NRA's Institute for Legislative Action 

 

There are hundreds of millions of gun owners in this country, and not one of them will have an accident today. The only 

misuse of guns comes in environments where there are drugs, alcohol, bad parents, and undisciplined children. Period.   

and 

To my mind it is wholly irresponsible to go into the world incapable of preventing violence, injury, crime, and death. How 

feeble is the mindset to accept defenselessness. How unnatural. How cheap. How cowardly. How pathetic.   Ted Nugent, 

Singer, Song writer 

 

Quemadmodum gladius neminem occidit, occidentis telum est. 

A sword is never a killer, it's a tool in the killer's hands.  Or  A sword never kills anybody; it is a tool in the killer's hand. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca "the Younger" (ca. 4 BC-65 AD) epistulae ad Lucilium 87, c.30, Roman Stoic philosopher, 

statesman, dramatist, and in one work humorist 

 

Though defensive violence will always be 'a sad necessity' in the  eyes of men of principle, it would be still more 

unfortunate if wrongdoers should dominate just men.  St. Augustine, Latin philosopher and theologian from Roman 

Africa, 354 - 430 

 

Both the oligarch and Tyrant mistrust the people, and therefore deprive them of arms. Aristotle, 384  –  322 BC Greek 

philosopher and polymath 

 

The Nation that makes a great distinction between its scholars and its warriors will have its thinking done by cowards 

and its fighting done by fools.  Thucydides, c. 460 BC – c. 395 BC, Greek historian and author from Alimos 

 

Freedom is the sure possession of those alone who have the courage to defend it.  Pericles, c. 495 – 429 BC, Greek 

statesman, orator, and general of Athens during the city's Golden Age 

 

Without doubt one is allowed to resist against the unjust aggressor to one's life, one's goods or one's physical integrity; 

sometimes, even 'til the aggressor’s death.... In fact, this act is aimed at preserving one’s life or one’s goods and to make 

the aggressor powerless. Thus, it is a good act, which is the right of the victim.  Thomas Aquinas, Italian Dominican priest 

of the Roman Catholic Church, and an immensely influential philosopher and theologian in the tradition of scholasticism 

1225-1274 

 

When you disarm the people, you commence to offend them and show that you distrust them either through cowardice 

or lack of confidence, and both of these opinions generate hatred.  

And 

[A]mong other ills which ensue from being disarmed is contempt... There can be no proper relation between one who is 

armed and one who is not; nor is it reasonable to expect that one who is armed will voluntarily obey one who is not, or 

that the latter will feel secure among servants who are armed. Niccolo Machiavelli, 1469 – 1527, Italian historian, 

diplomat, philosopher, humanist and a founder of modern political science 

 

Self defense is a part of the law of nature; nor can it be denied the community, even against the king himself.  William 

Barclay, 1546-1608, Scottish jurist 
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Arms are the only true badges of liberty. The possession of arms is the distinction of a free man from a slave.  Andrew 

Fletcher 1698, Scottish judge and Lord Justice Clerk 1692 – 1766 

 

Those who beat their swords into plowshares usually end up plowing for those who didn't. 

And 

Those who beat their swords into plowshares usually end up plowing for those who didn't. Benjamin Franklin 

 

If ever time should come, when vain and aspiring men shall possess the highest seats in Government, our country will 

stand in need of it's experienced patriots to prevent its ruin. 

And 

The Constitution shall never be construed to prevent the people of the United States who are peaceable citizens from 

keeping their own arms. 

And 

That the said Constitution shall never be construed to authorize Congress to infringe the just liberty of the press or the 

rights of conscience; or to prevent the people of The United States who are peaceable citizens from keeping their own 

arms…  Samuel Adams, Debates and Proceedings in the Convention of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 

Let therefore every man, that, appealing to his own heart, feels the least spark of virtue or freedom there, think that it is 

an honor which he owes himself, and a duty which he owes his country, to bear arms.  Thomas Pownall, British politician 

and colonial official. He was governor of the Province of Massachusetts Bay from 1758 to 1760, and afterward served in 

the British Parliament. 

 

I ask sir, what is the militia? It is the whole people except for a few politicians. (3 Elliot, Debates) 

 

And 

To disarm the people is the most effectual way to enslave them. 

And 

...to disarm the people - that was the best and most effectual way to enslave them.  George Mason, father of the Bill of 

Rights and The Virginia Declaration of Rights,3 Elliot, Debates 

 

A free people ought not only to be armed and disciplined, but they should have sufficient arms and ammunition to 

maintain a status of independence from any who might attempt to abuse them, which would include their own 

government. 

And 

Firearms are second only to the Constitution in importance; they are the peoples' liberty's teeth.  George Washington 

 

Arms in the hands of citizens may be used at individual discretion in private self defense. John Adams  

 

The supposed quietude of a good mans allures the ruffian; while on the other hand, arms like laws discourage and keep 

the invader and the plunderer in awe, and preserve order in the world as well as property. The same balance would be 

preserved were all the world destitute of arms, for all would be alike; but since some will not, others dare not lay them 

aside...Horrid mischief would ensue were one half the world deprived of the use of them…  Thomas Paine 
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The Constitution of most of our states (and of the United States) assert that all power is inherent in the people; that they 

may exercise it by themselves; that it is their right and duty to be at all times armed. 

And 

The strongest reason for people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last resort, to protect themselves 

against tyranny in government. 

And 

The laws that forbid the carrying of arms are laws of such a nature. They disarm only those who are neither inclined nor 

determined to commit crimes.... Such laws make things worse for the assaulted and better for the assailants; they serve 

rather to encourage than to prevent homicides, for an unarmed man may be attacked with greater confidence than an 

armed man.   Thomas Jefferson 

 

When the government fears the People, that is Liberty. When the government fears the People, that is Liberty. When the government fears the People, that is Liberty. When the government fears the People, that is Liberty.     

When the People fear the Government, that is tyranny.When the People fear the Government, that is tyranny.When the People fear the Government, that is tyranny.When the People fear the Government, that is tyranny.    

Thomas JeffersonThomas JeffersonThomas JeffersonThomas Jefferson    

 

False is the idea of utility that sacrifices a thousand real advantages for one imaginary or trifling inconvenience; that 

would take fire from men because it burns, and water because one may drown in it; that has no remedy for evils, except 

destruction. The laws that forbid the carrying of arms are laws of such a nature. They disarm only those who are neither 

inclined nor determined to commit crimes....Such laws make things worse for the assaulted and better for the assailants; 

they serve rather to encourage than to prevent homicides, for an unarmed man may be attacked with greater 

confidence than an armed man.  Thomas Jefferson's "Commonplace Book," 1774-1776, quoting 18th century 

criminologist Cesare Beccaria in "On Crimes and Punishment", 1764. 

 

 

A patriot without religion in my estimation is as great a paradox as an honest Man without the fear of God. Is it possible 

that he whom no moral obligations bind, can have any real Good Will towards Men? Can he be a patriot who, by an 

openly vicious conduct, is undermining the very bonds of Society? ... The Scriptures tell us "righteousness exalteth a 

Nation."  Abigail Adams 

 

A government resting on the minority is an aristocracy, not a Republic, and could not be safe with a numerical and 

physical force against it, without a standing army, an enslaved press and a disarmed populace. 

And 

Oppressors can tyrannize only when they achieve a standing army, an enslaved press, and a disarmed populace. 

And 

I believe there are more instances of the abridgement of the freedom of the people by gradual and silent encroachment 

of those in power than by violent and sudden usurpations. (from his speech at the Virginia Convention, 1783)  James 

Madison 

 

This may be considered as the true palladium of liberty.... The right of self defense is the first law of nature: in most 

governments it has been the study of rulers to confine this right within the narrowest limits possible. Wherever standing 

armies are kept up, and the right of the people to keep and bear arms is, under any color or pretext whatsoever, 

prohibited, liberty, if not already annihilated, is on the brink of destruction. 

And 

The right of self-defense is the first law of nature; in most governments it has been the study of rulers to confine this 

right within the narrowest possible limits.... and [when] the right of the people to keep and bear arms is, under any color 
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or pretext whatsoever, prohibited, liberty, if not already annihilated, is on the brink of destruction. (1803)  George 

Tucker, Sir  or St  lawyer, professor of law at the College of William and Mary, and American justice of the Virginia 

Supreme Court (known as the Court of Appeals until 1970), appointed by President James Madison as the United States 

District Court judge for Virginia  

 

The best we can hope for concerning the people at large is that they be properly armed. Alexander Hamilton, The 

Federalist Papers 

 

““““If the representatives of the people betray their constituents, there is then no recourse If the representatives of the people betray their constituents, there is then no recourse If the representatives of the people betray their constituents, there is then no recourse If the representatives of the people betray their constituents, there is then no recourse 

left but in the exertion of that original right of self defense which is paramount to all left but in the exertion of that original right of self defense which is paramount to all left but in the exertion of that original right of self defense which is paramount to all left but in the exertion of that original right of self defense which is paramount to all 

positipositipositipositive forms of government.ve forms of government.ve forms of government.ve forms of government.””””    
Alexander HamiltonAlexander HamiltonAlexander HamiltonAlexander Hamilton    

((((The Federalist Papers #28The Federalist Papers #28The Federalist Papers #28The Federalist Papers #28))))    

 
Before a standing army can rule, the people must be disarmed, as they are in almost every country in Europe.  Noah 

Webster (1758 – 1843), a lexicographer, textbook pioneer, English spelling reformer, political writer, editor, and prolific 

author 

 

Necessity is the plea for every infringement of human freedom. It is the argument of tyrants; it is the creed of slaves.  

William Pitt or William Pitt the Younger 1759 - 1806, British politician 

 

Self defense is justly called the primary law of nature, so it is not, neither can it be in fact, taken away by the laws of 

society. Sir William Blackstone 1723-1780, Author, English jurist, judge and Tory politician of the eighteenth century, 

1765 

 

Next to having stout and friendly comrades, a man is chiefly emboldened by finding himself well armed in case of need. 

Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832) Scottish historical novelist, playwright, and poet 

 

No kingdom can be secured otherwise than by arming the people. The possession of arms is the distinction between a 

freeman and a slave.  James Burgh, Political Disquisitions: Or, an Enquiry into Public Errors, Defects, and Abuses [London, 

1774-1775] 

 

Guard with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect everyone who approaches that jewel. Unfortunately, nothing 

will preserve it but downright force. Whenever you give up that force, you are ruined....  Patrick Henry, 1776 – 1779, 

attorney, planter and politician , Governor of Virginia , 3 J. Elliot, Debates in the Several State Conventions 45, 2d ed. 

Philadelphia, 1836 

And 

The great object is that every man be armed. Everyone who is able may have a gun. Are we at last brought to such a 

humiliating and debasing degradation that we cannot be trusted with arms for our own self defense? Where is the 

difference between having our arms in our possession and under our own direction, and having them under the 

management of congress? If our defense be the real object of having those arms, in whose hands can they be trusted 

with more propriety, or equal safety to us, as in our own hands?  Patrick Henry, in the Virginia Convention on the 

ratification of the Constitution. Debates and other Proceedings of the Convention of Virginia,...taken in shorthand by 

David Robertson of Petersburg, at 271, 275 2d ed. Richmond, 1805. Also 3 Elliot, Debates 

 

I enclose you a list of the killed, wounded, and captives of the enemy from the commencement of hostilities at Lexington 

in April, 1775, until November, 1777, since which there has been no event of any consequence ... I think that upon the 

whole it has been about one half the number lost by them, in some instances more, but in others less. This difference is 
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ascribed to our superiority in taking aim when we fire; every soldier in our army having been intimate with his gun from 

his infancy.  Thomas Jefferson in a letter to Giovanni Fabbroni, June 8, 1778 

 

God grants liberty only to those who love it, and are always ready to guard and defend it. 

And 

Good intentions will always be pleaded for every assumption of authority. It is hardly too strong to say that the 

Constitution was made to guard the people against the dangers of good intentions. There are men in all ages who mean 

to govern well, but they mean to govern. They promise to be good masters, but they mean to be masters.  Daniel 

Webster 1782 – 1852 

 

““““Remember that a government big enough to give you everything you want is also Remember that a government big enough to give you everything you want is also Remember that a government big enough to give you everything you want is also Remember that a government big enough to give you everything you want is also     

big enough to take away everything you have.big enough to take away everything you have.big enough to take away everything you have.big enough to take away everything you have.””””    

Davy CrockettDavy CrockettDavy CrockettDavy Crockett    

1786 1786 1786 1786 ––––    1836 Colonel , 19th century American folk hero, fr1836 Colonel , 19th century American folk hero, fr1836 Colonel , 19th century American folk hero, fr1836 Colonel , 19th century American folk hero, frontiersman, soldier and politicianontiersman, soldier and politicianontiersman, soldier and politicianontiersman, soldier and politician    

 

And what country can preserve its liberties, if its rulers are not warned from time to time that this people preserve the 

spirit of resistance? Let them take arms... The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time, with the blood of 

patriots and tyrants.  Thomas Jefferson in a letter to William S. Smith in 1787. Taken from Jefferson, On Democracy 20, 

S. Padover ed.,1939 

 

To preserve liberty, it is essential that the whole body of people always possess arms, and be taught alike, especially 

when young, how to use them.   Richard Henry Lee, 1788, initiator of the Declaration of Independence, and member of 

the first Senate, which passed the Bill of Rights, Walter Bennett, ed., Letters from the Federal Farmer to the Republican, 

at 21,22,124 (Univ. of Alabama Press, 1975) 

 

Congress have no power to disarm the militia. Their swords, and every other terrible implement of the soldier, are the 

birthright of an American. The unlimited power of the sword is not in the hands of either the federal or state 

government, but, where I trust in God it will ever remain, in the hands of the people. (Pennsylvania Gazette, Feb. 20, 

1788) 

And 

As civil rulers, not having their duty to the people before them, may attempt to tyrannize, and as the military forces 

which must be occasionally raised to defend our country, might pervert their power to the injury of their fellow citizens, 

the people are confirmed by the article in their right to keep and bear their private arms.  Tench Coxe,  American 

political economist and a delegate for Pennsylvania to the Continental Congress in 1788-1789, in Remarks on the First 

Part of the Amendments to the Federal Constitution' under the Pseudonym 'A Pennsylvanian' in the Philadelphia Federal 

Gazette, June 18, 1789 at 2 col. 1 

 

““““One loves to possess arms, though they hope never to have occasion for them.One loves to possess arms, though they hope never to have occasion for them.One loves to possess arms, though they hope never to have occasion for them.One loves to possess arms, though they hope never to have occasion for them.””””    

Thomas Jefferson to George Washington, 1796Thomas Jefferson to George Washington, 1796Thomas Jefferson to George Washington, 1796Thomas Jefferson to George Washington, 1796    

 

Self-defense is the clearest of all laws, and for this reason: lawyers didn't make it.  Douglas William Jerrold 1803 - 

1857 

 

One of the ordinary modes, by which tyrants accomplish their purpose without resistance is, by disarming the people, 

and making it an offense to keep arms…  Joseph Story, U.S. Supreme Court Justice 1811-1845 
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Murder begins where self-defense ends. Georg Buchner 1813 - 1837 

 

The right of the citizens to keep and bear arms has justly been considered, as the palladium of the liberties of a republic; 

since it offers a strong moral check against the usurpation and arbitrary power of rulers; and will generally, even if these 

are successful in the first instance, enable the people to resist and triumph over them.   Joseph Story, U.S. Supreme 

Court Justice 1811-1845 from Commentaries on the Constitution 3:§§ 1890--91 in 1830 

 

Any government that would attempt to disarm its people is despotic; and any people that would submit to it deserve to 

be slaves!  Stephen F. Austin,  1793-1836 American empresario, Father of Texas, led the second, but first legal and 

ultimately successful colonization of the region by bringing 300 families from the United States. 1835 

 

Hawkins H. Nunn vs. The State of Georgia, 1 Ga (1 Kel.) 243, at 251 (1846)Hawkins H. Nunn vs. The State of Georgia, 1 Ga (1 Kel.) 243, at 251 (1846)Hawkins H. Nunn vs. The State of Georgia, 1 Ga (1 Kel.) 243, at 251 (1846)Hawkins H. Nunn vs. The State of Georgia, 1 Ga (1 Kel.) 243, at 251 (1846)    

The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.'" The right of the whole The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.'" The right of the whole The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.'" The right of the whole The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.'" The right of the whole 

people, old and young, men, women anpeople, old and young, men, women anpeople, old and young, men, women anpeople, old and young, men, women and boys, and not militia only, to keep and bear arms of every d boys, and not militia only, to keep and bear arms of every d boys, and not militia only, to keep and bear arms of every d boys, and not militia only, to keep and bear arms of every 

description, and not such merely as are used by the militia, shall not be infringed, curtailed, or description, and not such merely as are used by the militia, shall not be infringed, curtailed, or description, and not such merely as are used by the militia, shall not be infringed, curtailed, or description, and not such merely as are used by the militia, shall not be infringed, curtailed, or 

broken in upon, in the smallest degree; and all this for the important end to be attained: the rbroken in upon, in the smallest degree; and all this for the important end to be attained: the rbroken in upon, in the smallest degree; and all this for the important end to be attained: the rbroken in upon, in the smallest degree; and all this for the important end to be attained: the rearing earing earing earing 

up and qualifying a wellup and qualifying a wellup and qualifying a wellup and qualifying a well----regulated militia, so vitally necessary to the security of a free State.regulated militia, so vitally necessary to the security of a free State.regulated militia, so vitally necessary to the security of a free State.regulated militia, so vitally necessary to the security of a free State.    

    

Our opinion is that any law, State or Federal, is repugnant to the Constitution, and void, which Our opinion is that any law, State or Federal, is repugnant to the Constitution, and void, which Our opinion is that any law, State or Federal, is repugnant to the Constitution, and void, which Our opinion is that any law, State or Federal, is repugnant to the Constitution, and void, which 

contravenes this right.contravenes this right.contravenes this right.contravenes this right.    

 

Make good scouts of yourselves, become good rifle shots so that if it becomes necessary that you defend your families 

and your country that you can do it.  Lord Baden-Powell  1857 - 1941, Scouting For Boys 

 
““““Even in the best and most peacefully civilized countries many occasions ariseEven in the best and most peacefully civilized countries many occasions ariseEven in the best and most peacefully civilized countries many occasions ariseEven in the best and most peacefully civilized countries many occasions arise    when a when a when a when a 

woman versed in the knowledge and use of firearms may find that information and skill of woman versed in the knowledge and use of firearms may find that information and skill of woman versed in the knowledge and use of firearms may find that information and skill of woman versed in the knowledge and use of firearms may find that information and skill of 

great importance.great importance.great importance.great importance.””””    
Annie Oakley, Oct. 1919Annie Oakley, Oct. 1919Annie Oakley, Oct. 1919Annie Oakley, Oct. 1919    

 

No power on earth can subjugate you when you are armed with the sword.  Mahatma Gandhi 1869 – 1948 

 

““““Among the many mAmong the many mAmong the many mAmong the many misdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of depriving a isdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of depriving a isdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of depriving a isdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of depriving a 

whole nation of arms, as the blackest.whole nation of arms, as the blackest.whole nation of arms, as the blackest.whole nation of arms, as the blackest.””””    

Mahatma GandhiMahatma GandhiMahatma GandhiMahatma Gandhi    

 

The true soldier fights not because he hates what is in front of him, but because he loves what is behind him.  G. K. 

Chesterton 1874 – 1936 

 

One of the best ways to get yourself a reputation as a dangerous citizen these days is to go about repeating the very 

phrases which our founding fathers used in the great struggle for independence.  Charles Austin Beard 1874 – 1948 

Historian, co-founder of The New School 
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Arkansas Supreme Court, 1878Arkansas Supreme Court, 1878Arkansas Supreme Court, 1878Arkansas Supreme Court, 1878    

If cowardly and dishonorable men sometimes shoot unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil If cowardly and dishonorable men sometimes shoot unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil If cowardly and dishonorable men sometimes shoot unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil If cowardly and dishonorable men sometimes shoot unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil 

must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, and not by a general deprivation of amust be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, and not by a general deprivation of amust be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, and not by a general deprivation of amust be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, and not by a general deprivation of a    

constitutional privilege.constitutional privilege.constitutional privilege.constitutional privilege.    

 

Wilson v. State, 33 Ark. 557, at 560, 34 Am. Rep. 52, at 54 (1878)Wilson v. State, 33 Ark. 557, at 560, 34 Am. Rep. 52, at 54 (1878)Wilson v. State, 33 Ark. 557, at 560, 34 Am. Rep. 52, at 54 (1878)Wilson v. State, 33 Ark. 557, at 560, 34 Am. Rep. 52, at 54 (1878)    

To prohibit a citizen from wearing or carrying a war arm . . . is an unwarranted restriction upon the To prohibit a citizen from wearing or carrying a war arm . . . is an unwarranted restriction upon the To prohibit a citizen from wearing or carrying a war arm . . . is an unwarranted restriction upon the To prohibit a citizen from wearing or carrying a war arm . . . is an unwarranted restriction upon the 

constitutional right to keep and bear arms. If cowardly andconstitutional right to keep and bear arms. If cowardly andconstitutional right to keep and bear arms. If cowardly andconstitutional right to keep and bear arms. If cowardly and    dishonorable men sometimes shoot dishonorable men sometimes shoot dishonorable men sometimes shoot dishonorable men sometimes shoot 

unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, 

and not by a general deprivation of constitutional privilege.and not by a general deprivation of constitutional privilege.and not by a general deprivation of constitutional privilege.and not by a general deprivation of constitutional privilege.    

 

I am concerned for the security of our great Nation; not so much because of any threat from without, but because of the 

insidious forces working from within.  Douglas MacArthur, General  1880 – 1964 

 

The great body of our citizens shoot less as times goes on. We should encourage rifle practice among schoolboys, and 

indeed among all classes, as well as in the military services by every means in our power. Thus, and not otherwise, may 

we be able to assist in preserving peace in the world... The first step – in the direction of preparation to avert war if 

possible, and to be fit for war if it should come – is to teach men to shoot!  Theodore Roosevelt 1901 – 1909 

 

Every war when it comes, or before it comes, is represented not as a war but as an act of self-defense against a 

homicidal maniac. 

And 

That rifle on the wall of the labourer's cottage or working class flat is the symbol of democracy. It is our job to see that it 

stays there.  George Orwell 1903 – 1950 

 

““““There are no dangerous weapons. There are only dangerous men.There are no dangerous weapons. There are only dangerous men.There are no dangerous weapons. There are only dangerous men.There are no dangerous weapons. There are only dangerous men.””””    

Robert A. Heinlein 1907 Robert A. Heinlein 1907 Robert A. Heinlein 1907 Robert A. Heinlein 1907 ––––    1988198819881988    

 

By calling attention to 'a well regulated militia,' 'the security of the nation,' and the right of each citizen 'to keep and bear 

arms,' our founding fathers recognized the essentially civilian nature of our economy... The Second Amendment still 

remains an important declaration of our basic civilian-military relationships in which every citizen must be ready to 

participate in the defense of his country. For that reason I believe the Second Amendment will always be important. 

And 

Today, we need a nation of Minutemen, citizens who are not only prepared to take arms, but citizens who regard the 

preservation of freedom as the basic purpose of their daily life and who are willing to consciously work and sacrifice for 

that freedom. John F. Kennedy 1917 – 1963 

 

A free man must not be told how to think, either by the government or by social activists. He may certainly be shown 

the right way, but he must not accept being forced into it. 

And 
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In the larger sense, however, the personal ownership of firearms is only secondarily a matter of defense against the 

criminal. Note the following from Thomas Jefferson: The strongest reason for the people to keep and bear arms is, as a 

last resort, to protect themselves against the tyranny of government. That is why our masters in Washington are so 

anxious to disarm us. They are not afraid of criminals. They are afraid of a populace which cannot be subdued by tyrants. 

One bleeding-heart type asked me in a recent interview if I did not agree that 'violence begets violence.' I told him that it 

is my earnest endeavor to see that it does. I would like very much to ensure — and in some cases I have — that any man 

who offers violence to his fellow citizen begets a whole lot more in return than he can enjoy. 

And 

Owning a handgun doesn't make you armed any more than owning a guitar makes you a musician. 

And 

Safety is something that happens between your ears, not something you hold in your hands.  

And 

The conclusions seem inescapable that in certain circles a tendency has arisen to fear people who fear government. 

Government, as the Father of Our Country put it so well, is a dangerous servant and a fearful master. People who 

understand history, especially the history of government, do well to fear it. For a people to express openly their fear of 

those of us who are afraid of tyranny is alarming. Fear of the state is in no sense subversive. It is, to the contrary, the 

healthiest political philosophy for a free people. 

And 

The media insist that crime is the major concern of the American public today. In this connection they generally push the 

point that a disarmed society would be a crime-free society. They will not accept the truth that if you take all the guns 

off the street you still will have a crime problem, whereas if you take the criminals off the street you cannot have a gun 

problem. 

And 

The police cannot protect the citizen at this stage of our development, and they cannot even protect themselves in 

many cases. It is up to the private citizen to protect himself and his family, and this is not only acceptable, but 

mandatory. 

and 

The will to survive is not as important as the will to prevail ... the answer to criminal aggression is retaliation.  John Dean 

"Jeff" Cooper (May 10, 1920 - September 25, 2006) is known as father of the "Modern Technique" of handgun shooting 

 

““““One cannot legislate the maniacs off the streetOne cannot legislate the maniacs off the streetOne cannot legislate the maniacs off the streetOne cannot legislate the maniacs off the street    ... these maniacs can only be shut down by an ... these maniacs can only be shut down by an ... these maniacs can only be shut down by an ... these maniacs can only be shut down by an 

armed citizenry. Indeed bad things can happen in nations where the citizenry is armed, but not as armed citizenry. Indeed bad things can happen in nations where the citizenry is armed, but not as armed citizenry. Indeed bad things can happen in nations where the citizenry is armed, but not as armed citizenry. Indeed bad things can happen in nations where the citizenry is armed, but not as 

bad as those which seem to be threatening our disarmedbad as those which seem to be threatening our disarmedbad as those which seem to be threatening our disarmedbad as those which seem to be threatening our disarmed    citizenry in this country at this time.citizenry in this country at this time.citizenry in this country at this time.citizenry in this country at this time.””””    

John Dean "Jeff" CooperJohn Dean "Jeff" CooperJohn Dean "Jeff" CooperJohn Dean "Jeff" Cooper    

(May 10, 1920 (May 10, 1920 (May 10, 1920 (May 10, 1920 ----    Sept 25, 2006) is known as father of the "Modern Technique" of handgun shootingSept 25, 2006) is known as father of the "Modern Technique" of handgun shootingSept 25, 2006) is known as father of the "Modern Technique" of handgun shootingSept 25, 2006) is known as father of the "Modern Technique" of handgun shooting    

 

Self-defense is Nature's eldest law.  John Dryden (1920 - 2006British Poet, Dramatist and Critic of Literacy, 1631-1700) 

 

State vs. Kerner, 181 N.C. 574, 107 S.E. 222, at 224 (1921)State vs. Kerner, 181 N.C. 574, 107 S.E. 222, at 224 (1921)State vs. Kerner, 181 N.C. 574, 107 S.E. 222, at 224 (1921)State vs. Kerner, 181 N.C. 574, 107 S.E. 222, at 224 (1921)    

The maintenance of the right to bear arms is a most essential one to every free people and should The maintenance of the right to bear arms is a most essential one to every free people and should The maintenance of the right to bear arms is a most essential one to every free people and should The maintenance of the right to bear arms is a most essential one to every free people and should 

not be whittled down by technical constructions.not be whittled down by technical constructions.not be whittled down by technical constructions.not be whittled down by technical constructions.    
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The philosophy of gun control: Teenagers are roaring through town at 90MPH, where the speed limit is 25. Your solution 

is to lower the speed limit to 20. Sam Cohen (1921 – 2010 inventor of the neutron bomb) 

 

If guns are outlawed, only the government will have guns. Only the police, the secret police, the military, the hired 

servants of our rulers. Only the government, and a few outlaws. I intend to be among the outlaws.  Edward Abbey 1927 

– 1989 

 

... the right to defend one's home and one's person when attacked has been guaranteed through the ages by common 

law.  Martin Luther King 1929 – 1968 

 

““““The world is filled with violence. Because criminals carry guns, we decent lawThe world is filled with violence. Because criminals carry guns, we decent lawThe world is filled with violence. Because criminals carry guns, we decent lawThe world is filled with violence. Because criminals carry guns, we decent law----abiding citizens abiding citizens abiding citizens abiding citizens 

should also have guns. Otherwise they will win and the decent people will lose.should also have guns. Otherwise they will win and the decent people will lose.should also have guns. Otherwise they will win and the decent people will lose.should also have guns. Otherwise they will win and the decent people will lose.””””    

James EarlJames EarlJames EarlJames Earl    JonesJonesJonesJones    

American actor born 1931American actor born 1931American actor born 1931American actor born 1931    

 

If someone has a gun and is trying to kill you ... it would be reasonable to shoot back with your own gun.  Dalai Lama, 

Tenzin Gyatso, 14th Dalai Lama  born 1935 

 

Our Founding Fathers were proud that Americans were trusted with arms because they knew that only when people are 

armed could they truly be thought of as free citizens. And that's where the circle closes. Those who want to deprive you 

of your right to keep and bear arms are intending to deprive you of your freedom, period. Like the criminals their 

policies encourage, these elitists know that it is always best to disarm victims before you enslave them. 

And 

A government that intended to protect the liberty of the people would not disarm them. A government planning the 

opposite most certainly and logically would disarm them. And so it has been in this century. Check out the history of 

Germany, the Soviet Union, Cuba, China and Cambodia.  Charley Reese born 1937, syndicated columnist 

 

It is a commonplace that the history of civilization is largely the history of weapons. In particular, the connection 

between the discovery of gunpowder and the overthrow of feudalism by the bourgeoisie has been pointed out over and 

over again. And though I have no doubt exceptions can be brought forward, I think the following rule would be found to 

be generally true. That ages in which the dominant weapon is expensive or difficult to make will be ages of despotism, 

whereas when the dominant weapon is cheap and simple, the common people have a chance. Thus, for example, tanks, 

battleships and bombing planes are inherently tyrannical weapons, while rifles, muskets, long-bows and hand-grenades 

are inherently democratic weapons. A complex weapon makes the strong stronger, while a simple weapon. So long as 

there is no answer to it. Gives claws to the weak.  George Orwell [Eric Blair] (1903-1950), You and the Atom Bomb, essay 

for the Tribune, October 19, 1945 

 

I have yet to hear anyone afflicted with the "gun control" disability dial 9-1-1 and specify, "Now please be sure to send 

the kind of cops who are disarmed. If you can't do that, we'd rather you not send anyone at all to stop the men who are 

holding my daughter at knifepoint, because in this household we don't believe that guns ever solve anything.”  

And 
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What these twisted souls hate is the notion that individual American victims of crime or oppression should retain any 

power to defend themselves, rather than mewling piteously into the telephone and then patiently waiting for our 

government zeitgeist to dispense aid at their leisure.  Vin Suprynowicz 

Author, U.S. libertarian columnist, born 1950 

 

Certainly one of the chief guarantees of freedom under any government, no matter how 

popular and respected, is the right of the citizen to keep and bear arms. This is not to say that firearms 

should not be very carefully used and that definite rules of precaution should not be taught and enforced. But the right 

of the citizen to bear arms is just one more safeguard against a tyranny which now appears remote in America, but 

which historically has proved to be always possible.  Hubert Humphrey, 1960 

 

We would just go out and line up a bunch of cans and shoot with rifles, handguns and at times, submachine guns... 

When I was a kid it was a controlled atmosphere, we weren't shooting at humans... we were shooting at cans and 

bottles mostly. I will most certainly take my kids out for target practice.  Johnny Depp, born 1963 American actor, 

producer and musician 

 

Who would have guessed that the shots heard 'round the world 225 years ago would fall on deaf ears in a nation now 

more sympathetic to the gun-grabbing Redcoat than the gun-bearing rebel? Michelle Malkin American conservative 

blogger, political commentator and author born 1970 

 

““““Gun bans don't disarm criminaGun bans don't disarm criminaGun bans don't disarm criminaGun bans don't disarm criminals, gun bans attract them.ls, gun bans attract them.ls, gun bans attract them.ls, gun bans attract them.””””    

Walter MondaleWalter MondaleWalter MondaleWalter Mondale    

American Democratic Party politician who served as the 42nd Vice President of the United States (1977American Democratic Party politician who served as the 42nd Vice President of the United States (1977American Democratic Party politician who served as the 42nd Vice President of the United States (1977American Democratic Party politician who served as the 42nd Vice President of the United States (1977––––1981) 1981) 1981) 1981) 

under President Jimmy Carter, and as a United States Senator from Minnesota (1964under President Jimmy Carter, and as a United States Senator from Minnesota (1964under President Jimmy Carter, and as a United States Senator from Minnesota (1964under President Jimmy Carter, and as a United States Senator from Minnesota (1964––––1976). He was the 1976). He was the 1976). He was the 1976). He was the 

DemocrDemocrDemocrDemocratic Party's presidential candidate in the United States presidential election of 1984.atic Party's presidential candidate in the United States presidential election of 1984.atic Party's presidential candidate in the United States presidential election of 1984.atic Party's presidential candidate in the United States presidential election of 1984.    

 

The ruling class doesn't care about public safety. Having made it very difficult for States and localities to police 

themselves, having left ordinary citizens with no choice but to protect themselves as best they can, they now try to take 

our guns away. In fact they blame us and our guns for crime. This is so wrong that it cannot be an honest mistake.  

Malcolm Wallop, Sen. 1977 – 1995 

 

For us to ignore by inaction the slaughter of American civilians and American soldiers, whether in nightclubs or airline 

terminals, is simply not in the American tradition. Self-defense is not only our right, it is our duty.  Ronald Reagan 1981 – 

1989 

 

If gun laws in fact worked, the sponsors of this type of legislation should have no difficulty drawing upon long lists of 

examples of crime rates reduced by such legislation. That they cannot do so after a century and a half of trying--that 

they must sweep under the rug the southern attempts at gun control in the 1870-1910 period, the northeastern 

attempts in the 1920-1939 period, the attempts at both Federal and State levels in 1965-1976 -- establishes the 

repeated, complete and inevitable failure of gun laws to control serious crime.  Orrin Hatch, 1982 Senate Report 

 

The conclusion is thus inescapable that the history, concept, and wording of the Second The conclusion is thus inescapable that the history, concept, and wording of the Second The conclusion is thus inescapable that the history, concept, and wording of the Second The conclusion is thus inescapable that the history, concept, and wording of the Second 

Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as well as its interpretation by every major Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as well as its interpretation by every major Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as well as its interpretation by every major Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as well as its interpretation by every major 
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commentator and court in the first halfcommentator and court in the first halfcommentator and court in the first halfcommentator and court in the first half----centcentcentcentury after its ratification, indicates that what is ury after its ratification, indicates that what is ury after its ratification, indicates that what is ury after its ratification, indicates that what is 

protected is an individual right of a private citizen to own and carry firearms in a peaceful manner.protected is an individual right of a private citizen to own and carry firearms in a peaceful manner.protected is an individual right of a private citizen to own and carry firearms in a peaceful manner.protected is an individual right of a private citizen to own and carry firearms in a peaceful manner.    

Report of the Subcommittee on the Constitution of the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate,Report of the Subcommittee on the Constitution of the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate,Report of the Subcommittee on the Constitution of the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate,Report of the Subcommittee on the Constitution of the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate,    

97th Congress, Second Session ( February 1982 )97th Congress, Second Session ( February 1982 )97th Congress, Second Session ( February 1982 )97th Congress, Second Session ( February 1982 )    

 

In recent years it has been suggested that the Second Amendment protects the "collective" right of states to maintain 

militias, while it does not protect the right of "the people" to keep and bear arms... The phrase "the people" meant the 

same thing in the Second Amendment as it did in the First, Fourth, Ninth and Tenth Amendments -- that is, each and 

every free person. A select militia defined as only the privileged class entitled to keep and bear arms was considered an 

anathema to a free society, in the same way that Americans denounced select spokesmen approved by the government 

as the only class entitled to the freedom of the press." If anyone entertained this notion in the period during which the 

Constitution and Bill of Rights were debated and ratified, it remains one of the most closely guarded secrets of the 18th 

century, for no known writing surviving from the period between 1787 and 1791 states such a thesis.   Stephen P. 

Holbrook, Attorney at Law,Specializing in Constitutional Cases, author, That Every Man Be Armed: The Evolution of a 

Constitutional Right, The Independant Institute, 1984, 1994, 2000 

 

As a card-carrying member of the liberal media, producing this piece was an eye opening experience. I have to admit 

that I saw guns as inherently evil, violence begets violence, and so on. I have learned, however, that in trained hands, 

just the presence of a gun can be a real "man stopper." I am sorry that women have had to resort to this, but wishing it 

wasn't so won't make it any safer out there.  Jill Fieldstein (1993 CBS producer, Street Stories: Women and Guns) 

 

Since police started keeping statistics, we now know that assault weapons are/were used in an underwhelming 0.026 of 

1% of crimes in New Jersey. This means that my officers are more likely to confront an escaped tiger from the local zoo 

than to confront an assault rifle in the hands of a drug-crazed killer on the streets.  Joseph Constance (deputy chief of 

Trenton NJ police dept) in testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee in Aug 1993 

 

If you carry a gun, people will call you paranoid. That's ridiculous. If I have a gun, what in the hell do I have to be 

paranoid for! 

And 

You can say 'stop' or 'alto' or use any other word you think will work but I've found that a large bore muzzle pointed at 

someone's head is pretty much the universal language.  Clint Smith, President and Director of Thunder Ranch®, is a 

Marine Corps veteran of two infantry and Combined Action Platoon tours in Vietnam 

 

““““YouYouYouYou    cannot save the planet. You may be able to save yourself and your family.cannot save the planet. You may be able to save yourself and your family.cannot save the planet. You may be able to save yourself and your family.cannot save the planet. You may be able to save yourself and your family.””””    

Clint SmithClint SmithClint SmithClint Smith    

President and Director of Thunder Ranch®, is a Marine Corps veteran of two infantry and Combined Action President and Director of Thunder Ranch®, is a Marine Corps veteran of two infantry and Combined Action President and Director of Thunder Ranch®, is a Marine Corps veteran of two infantry and Combined Action President and Director of Thunder Ranch®, is a Marine Corps veteran of two infantry and Combined Action 

Platoon tours in Vietnam 1993Platoon tours in Vietnam 1993Platoon tours in Vietnam 1993Platoon tours in Vietnam 1993    

 

The Clinton administration launched an attack on people in Texas because those people were religious nuts with guns. 

Hell, this country was founded by religious nuts with guns. Who does Bill Clinton think stepped ashore on Plymouth 

Rock?  P. J. O'Rourke, 1993 – 2001 American political satirist, journalist, writer, and author 

 

The data from the 1990 Harvard Medical Practice Study suggest that 150,000 Americans die every year from doctors' 

negligence -- compared with 38,000 gun deaths annually. Why are doctors not declared a public health menace? 



Flies Create Garbage the same as Guns Create Crime - Continued 

20 | P a g e  

 

Because they save more lives than they take. And so it is with guns. Every year, good Americans use guns about 2.5 

million times to protect themselves and their families, which means 65 lives are protected by guns for every life lost to a 

gun.  Edgar A. Suter MD National Chair Doctors for Integrity in Policy Research Inc., San Francisco Chronicle, 7/12/94, 

Opinion (p. A17) 

 

When I began my research on guns in 1976, like most academics, I was a believer in the 'antigun' thesis. ... It seemed 

then like self-evident common sense which hardly needed to be empirically tested. ... [But] the best currently available 

evidence, imperfect though it is (and must always be), indicates that general gun availability has no measurable net 

positive effect on rates of homicide, suicide, robbery, assault, rape, or burglary in the U.S. ... Further, when victims have 

guns, it is less likely aggressors will attack or injure them and less likely they will lose property in a robbery. ... The 

positive associations often found between aggregate levels of violence and gun ownership appear to be primarily due to 

violence increasing gun ownership, rather than the reverse.  Gary Kleck, Prof. Florida State Univ, Sch of Criminology from 

a speech given to the Nat'l Academy of Sciences, 1991, as reported by Don B. Kates, Jr. in "Shot Down", National Review, 

March 6, 1995, pages 49-54. 

 

““““Sentient beings who give up the intrinsic (not government given) right to carry weapons for self Sentient beings who give up the intrinsic (not government given) right to carry weapons for self Sentient beings who give up the intrinsic (not government given) right to carry weapons for self Sentient beings who give up the intrinsic (not government given) right to carry weapons for self 

defense don't last very long. They quickly get overrun by defense don't last very long. They quickly get overrun by defense don't last very long. They quickly get overrun by defense don't last very long. They quickly get overrun by the predators who, while short on morality, the predators who, while short on morality, the predators who, while short on morality, the predators who, while short on morality, 

are longer on common sense.are longer on common sense.are longer on common sense.are longer on common sense.””””    

Helen Rhine, 1995Helen Rhine, 1995Helen Rhine, 1995Helen Rhine, 1995    

 

It is interesting to note that the top officials of Handgun Control Institute are gun owners themselves. They also intend 

on keeping them. It's other people's guns that bother them.  Mark Urbin 1995 

 

““““Citizens have the natural right and the common sense duty to protect themselves, their Citizens have the natural right and the common sense duty to protect themselves, their Citizens have the natural right and the common sense duty to protect themselves, their Citizens have the natural right and the common sense duty to protect themselves, their 

families, their communities, and their property...guns are the equalizing tools of selffamilies, their communities, and their property...guns are the equalizing tools of selffamilies, their communities, and their property...guns are the equalizing tools of selffamilies, their communities, and their property...guns are the equalizing tools of self----

protection, utopian lamentations notwithstandiprotection, utopian lamentations notwithstandiprotection, utopian lamentations notwithstandiprotection, utopian lamentations notwithstanding.ng.ng.ng.””””    
Edgar A. Suter MDEdgar A. Suter MDEdgar A. Suter MDEdgar A. Suter MD    

1997 National Chair Doctors for Integrity in Policy Research Inc.1997 National Chair Doctors for Integrity in Policy Research Inc.1997 National Chair Doctors for Integrity in Policy Research Inc.1997 National Chair Doctors for Integrity in Policy Research Inc.    

 

Ten years ago this month, a controversial "concealed-carry" law went into effect in the state of Florida. In a sharp break 

from the conventional wisdom of the time, that law allowed adult citizens to carry concealed firearms in public. Many 

people feared the law would quickly lead to disaster. Blood would literally be running in the streets as citizens shot at 

one another over everything from fender benders to impolite behavior. Now, 10 years later, it is safe to say that those 

dire predictions were completely unfounded. Indeed, the debate over concealed-carry laws now centers on the extent 

to which those laws can actually reduce the crime rate.  Jeffrey R. Snyder,  1997 "FIGHTING BACK: Crime, Self-Defense, 

and the Right to Carry a Handgun" 

 

““““The tragic history of civilian disarmament cries a warning against any systematic attempts to render The tragic history of civilian disarmament cries a warning against any systematic attempts to render The tragic history of civilian disarmament cries a warning against any systematic attempts to render The tragic history of civilian disarmament cries a warning against any systematic attempts to render 

innocent citizens illinnocent citizens illinnocent citizens illinnocent citizens ill----equipped to defend themselves from tyrant terrorists, despotequipped to defend themselves from tyrant terrorists, despotequipped to defend themselves from tyrant terrorists, despotequipped to defend themselves from tyrant terrorists, despots or oppressive s or oppressive s or oppressive s or oppressive 

majorities.majorities.majorities.majorities.””””    

Daniel Schmutter 1998Daniel Schmutter 1998Daniel Schmutter 1998Daniel Schmutter 1998    
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Our heroes as kids were characters like Hopalong Cassidy and the Lone Ranger. Those programs had recurring themes of 

justice, truth, fair play and treating people with dignity. Firearms were portrayed positively as an instrument of 

protecting the weak and defeating evil.  Karen MacNutt, Attorney , Contributing Editor to "Women and Guns" , 

Republican candidate for Attorney General in Massachusetts in 1998 

 

““““If the constitutional right to keep and bear arms isIf the constitutional right to keep and bear arms isIf the constitutional right to keep and bear arms isIf the constitutional right to keep and bear arms is    to mean anything, it must, as a general matter, to mean anything, it must, as a general matter, to mean anything, it must, as a general matter, to mean anything, it must, as a general matter, 

permit a person to possess, carry and sometimes conceal arms to maintain the security of his private permit a person to possess, carry and sometimes conceal arms to maintain the security of his private permit a person to possess, carry and sometimes conceal arms to maintain the security of his private permit a person to possess, carry and sometimes conceal arms to maintain the security of his private 

residence or privately operated business.residence or privately operated business.residence or privately operated business.residence or privately operated business.””””    

David ProsserDavid ProsserDavid ProsserDavid Prosser    

(Wisconsin Supreme Court justice 1998 (Wisconsin Supreme Court justice 1998 (Wisconsin Supreme Court justice 1998 (Wisconsin Supreme Court justice 1998 ----        ))))    

 

...the very inclusion of the right to keep and bear arms in the Bill of Rights shows that the framers of the Constitution 

considered it an individual right.  Sam R. Cummings, District Court Judge, US v. Emerson, March 30, 1999 

 

Gun control? It's the best thing you can do for crooks and gangsters. I want you to have nothing. If I'm a bad guy, I'm 

always gonna have a gun. Safety locks? You pull the trigger with a lock on, and I'll pull the trigger. We'll see who wins.  

Sammy "The Bull" Gravano, Mafia assassin, Vanity Fair interview, September, 1999, p. 165 

 

““““The antiThe antiThe antiThe anti----gun factions constantly say if it saves one life, it's worth it. Well, my firearm saved one life. gun factions constantly say if it saves one life, it's worth it. Well, my firearm saved one life. gun factions constantly say if it saves one life, it's worth it. Well, my firearm saved one life. gun factions constantly say if it saves one life, it's worth it. Well, my firearm saved one life. 

Mine. And I promise you my mother thinks it was worth it.Mine. And I promise you my mother thinks it was worth it.Mine. And I promise you my mother thinks it was worth it.Mine. And I promise you my mother thinks it was worth it.””””    

Debra CollinsDebra CollinsDebra CollinsDebra Collins    

2000 Colorado state coordinator f2000 Colorado state coordinator f2000 Colorado state coordinator f2000 Colorado state coordinator for Second Amendment Sistersor Second Amendment Sistersor Second Amendment Sistersor Second Amendment Sisters    

 

““““The first right of every human being is the right of selfThe first right of every human being is the right of selfThe first right of every human being is the right of selfThe first right of every human being is the right of self----defense. Without that right, all other rights defense. Without that right, all other rights defense. Without that right, all other rights defense. Without that right, all other rights 

are meaningless.are meaningless.are meaningless.are meaningless.    The right of selfThe right of selfThe right of selfThe right of self----defense is not something the government bestows upon its defense is not something the government bestows upon its defense is not something the government bestows upon its defense is not something the government bestows upon its 

citizens. It is an inalienable citizens. It is an inalienable citizens. It is an inalienable citizens. It is an inalienable right, older than the Constitution itself. It existed prior to government right, older than the Constitution itself. It existed prior to government right, older than the Constitution itself. It existed prior to government right, older than the Constitution itself. It existed prior to government 

and prior to the social contract of our Constitution. It is the right that government did not create and prior to the social contract of our Constitution. It is the right that government did not create and prior to the social contract of our Constitution. It is the right that government did not create and prior to the social contract of our Constitution. It is the right that government did not create 

and therefore it is a right that under our Constitution the government simply canand therefore it is a right that under our Constitution the government simply canand therefore it is a right that under our Constitution the government simply canand therefore it is a right that under our Constitution the government simply cannot take away. not take away. not take away. not take away. 

The framers of our Constitution understood this clearly. Therefore, they did not merely The framers of our Constitution understood this clearly. Therefore, they did not merely The framers of our Constitution understood this clearly. Therefore, they did not merely The framers of our Constitution understood this clearly. Therefore, they did not merely 

acknowledge that the right exists. They denied Congress the power to infringe upon that right.acknowledge that the right exists. They denied Congress the power to infringe upon that right.acknowledge that the right exists. They denied Congress the power to infringe upon that right.acknowledge that the right exists. They denied Congress the power to infringe upon that right.””””    
Larry CraigLarry CraigLarry CraigLarry Craig    

(Senator R(Senator R(Senator R(Senator R----Idaho), June 6, 2000 US Senate speeIdaho), June 6, 2000 US Senate speeIdaho), June 6, 2000 US Senate speeIdaho), June 6, 2000 US Senate speechchchch    

 

There's no question that weapons in the hands of the public have prevented acts of terror or stopped them.  Shlomo 

Aharonisky, General  Israeli Police Inspector  2000 – 2002 

 

One of the arguments that had been made against gun control was that an armed citizenry was the final bulwark against 

tyranny. My response had been that untrained, lightly-armed non-soldiers couldn't prevail against a modern army. I had 

concluded that the qualitative difference in firepower was such that all of the previous rules of guerilla war no longer 

applied. Both Vietnam and Afghanistan demonstrated that wasn't true. Repelling an armed invasion is not something 

that American citizens are likely to face, but the possibility of a despotic government coming to power is not wholly 

unthinkable. One of the sequellae of Vietnam was the rise of the Khmer Rouge and slaughter of perhaps a million 

Cambodian citizens. Those citizens, like the Jews in Germany or the Armenians in Turkey, were unarmed and thus utterly 
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and completely defenseless against police and paramilitary. An armed minority was able to kill and terrorize unarmed 

victims with total impunity.  Paul Hagar, Gun Rights Activist 2000 – 2005 

 

When the history of the 20th century is finally written, one of its key features will be the wanton slaughter of more than 

170 million people, not in war, but by their own government. The governments that led in this slaughter are the former 

USSR (65 million) and the Peoples Republic of China (35-40 million). The point to remember is that these governments 

were the idols of America's leftists. Part of the reason for these and other tyrannical successes was because the people 

were first disarmed.  Walter E. Williams, Professor of Economics George Mason University, 2001 

 

Attorney General John Ashcroft shocked gun-control advocates by taking the 'extreme' position that the Second 

Amendment to the Constitution enshrines an individual rather than a corporate right to firearms ownership. To anyone 

who has actually read the Second Amendment and has any grasp of the fundamental reason why American colonists 

rebelled against Great Britain in the first place, Mr. Ashcroft's interpretation is neither controversial nor surprising. 

America was founded on the idea of individual not 'corporate' rights. In fact, only individuals can have rights, at least in 

any meaningful sense. 'Society,' the 'people,' etc. are all abstractions. They have no reality beyond the basic building 

blocks that comprise them -- that is, each individual. To take the opposite position, as demanded by gun-control 

advocates, is to turn one of the most fundamental founding principles on its head. The gun-controllers, of course, do not 

base their arguments on the founding principles, but on the 60-year history of federal encroachment on gun control, 

including the 1968 Gun Control Act that was itself patterned on the very law used by Hitler and his Nazis to disarm the 

German people in the 1930s.  Washington Times editorial, 5/28/2001 

 

““““Just as the First and Fourth Amendment secure individual rigJust as the First and Fourth Amendment secure individual rigJust as the First and Fourth Amendment secure individual rigJust as the First and Fourth Amendment secure individual rights of speech and security hts of speech and security hts of speech and security hts of speech and security 

respectively, the Second Amendment protects an individual right to keep and bear arms. This view respectively, the Second Amendment protects an individual right to keep and bear arms. This view respectively, the Second Amendment protects an individual right to keep and bear arms. This view respectively, the Second Amendment protects an individual right to keep and bear arms. This view 

of the text comports with the all but unanimous understanding of the Founding Fathers.of the text comports with the all but unanimous understanding of the Founding Fathers.of the text comports with the all but unanimous understanding of the Founding Fathers.of the text comports with the all but unanimous understanding of the Founding Fathers.””””    

John Ashcroft, Attorney General 2001 John Ashcroft, Attorney General 2001 John Ashcroft, Attorney General 2001 John Ashcroft, Attorney General 2001 ––––    2005200520052005    

 

I use my gun the same number of times I've used my fire detector, my smoke detector, my fire insurance, my 

earthquake insurance. Which is to say, never. And always.  Clarence Martinelli, 70-year-old school crossing guard and 

racial unity activist, as told to the Los Angeles Times in 2003 

 

““““In a perfect world, you wouldn't need guns. This is not a perfect world.In a perfect world, you wouldn't need guns. This is not a perfect world.In a perfect world, you wouldn't need guns. This is not a perfect world.In a perfect world, you wouldn't need guns. This is not a perfect world.””””    

Ben JohnsonBen JohnsonBen JohnsonBen Johnson    

Sheriff  Volusia County, Florida, Sheriff  Volusia County, Florida, Sheriff  Volusia County, Florida, Sheriff  Volusia County, Florida, assumed office January 2, 2001; Reassumed office January 2, 2001; Reassumed office January 2, 2001; Reassumed office January 2, 2001; Re----elected in 2004 and  2008elected in 2004 and  2008elected in 2004 and  2008elected in 2004 and  2008    

 

People who object to weapons aren't abolishing violence, they're begging for rule by brute force, when the biggest, 

strongest animals among men were always automatically 'right.' Guns ended that, and social democracy is a hollow 

farce without an armed populace to make it work. Wear a gun to someone else's house, you're saying, 'I'll defend this 

home as if it were my own.' When your guests see you carry a weapon, you're telling them, 'I'll defend you as if you 

were my own family.' And anyone who objects levels the deadliest insult possible: 'I don't trust you unless you're 

rendered harmless'!  L. Neil Smith, Author of The Probability Broach 2004 

 

Kleck's recent research on illegal gun markets has found that organized gun trafficking is largely irrelevant to the arming 

of America's criminals, and that high-volume trafficking is virtually nonexistent. Instead, gun theft is central to the 

channeling of guns into criminal hands. Other recent research has found that higher general gun ownership rates reduce 
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homicide rates, probably because the violence-reducing effects of guns among noncriminal victims and prospective 

victims outweigh the violence-increasing effects of guns among criminals. (rtvd Jul 21, 2012 @ http://www.criminology.fsu.edu/p/faculty-

gary-kleck.php) 

 

With the following definitions in mind here are some quotes from people that wish to dictate 

and remove our freedom of choice and 2nd Amendment Right to own firearms … 

 

Bully:  A person who is habitually cruel or overbearing, especially to smaller or weaker 

people;  A hired ruffian; a thug;  A pimp;  To treat in an overbearing or intimidating manner; To 

make (one's way) aggressively.   

 

Hoplophobia is a mental disturbance characterized by irrational aversion to weapons, as 
opposed to justified apprehension about those who may wield them.  
John Dean "Jeff" Cooper (May 10, 1920 - September 25, 2006) is known as father of the "Modern Technique" of 

handgun shooting 
 

A fear of weapons is a sign of retarded sexual and emotional maturity.  Sigmund Freud 

 

The people of the various provinces are strictly forbidden to have in their possession any swords, bows, spears, firearms 

or other types of arms. The possession of these elements makes difficult the collection of taxes and dues, and tends to 

permit uprising.  Toyotomi Hideyoshi, a daimyo, warrior, general and politician of the Sengoku period, Shogun of Japan, 

August 29, 1558 

 

The measures adopted to restore public order are: First of all, the elimination of the so-called subversive elements .... 

They were elements of disorder and subversion. On the morrow of each conflict I gave the categorical order to 

confiscate the largest possible number of weapons of every sort and kind. This confiscation, which continues with the 

utmost energy, has given satisfactory results.  Benito Mussolini 1883 – 1945 

 

The most foolish mistake we could possibly make would be to allow the subject races to possess arms. History shows 

that all conquerors who have allowed their subject races to carry arms have prepared their own downfall by so doing. 

Indeed, I would go so far as to say that the supply of arms to the underdogs is a sine qua non for the overthrow of any 

sovereignty.  Adolf Hitler 1889 – 1945 

 

A system of licensing and registration is the perfect device to deny gun ownership to the bourgeoisie. Vladimir Ilyich 

Lenin 1870 – 1924 Russian communist revolutionary, politician and political theorist who served as the Premier of the 

Soviet Union from 1922 to 1924. A Marxist, he was responsible for developing the political theory of Marxism–Leninism, 

and as the leader of the Bolshevik Party took a senior role in the October Revolution of 1917. 

 

Germans who wish to use firearms should join the S.S. or the S.A.. ordinary citizens don't need guns, as their having guns 

doesn't serve the state.  Heinrich Himmler 1900 – 1945 was Reichsführer of the Schutzstaffel (SS), a military commander, 

and a leading member of the Nazi Party (NSDAP) of Nazi Germany 
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All political power comes from the barrel of a gun. The communist party must command all the guns, that way, no guns 

can ever be used to command the party.  Mao Tse Tung 1949 – 1776 Chinese Communist revolutionary, guerrilla 

warfare strategist, anti-imperialist political philosopher, and leader of the Chinese Revolution 

 

There is no reason for anyone in this country. Anyone except a police officer or a military person. to buy, to own, to 

have, to use a handgun... The only way to control handgun use in this country is to prohibit the guns. And the only way 

to do that is to change the Constitution.  Michael Gardner, NBC News president, USA Today, 1/16/92 

 

If I could have banned them all - 'Mr. and Mrs. America turn in your guns' - I would have!  

And 

Banning guns addresses a fundamental right of all Americans to feel safe.  Diane Feinstein senior United States Senator 

from California, she has served in the Senate since 1992. She also served as 38th Mayor of San Francisco from 1978 to 

1988. 

 

When we got organized as a country, [and] wrote a fairly radical Constitution, with a radical Bill of Rights, giving radical 

amounts of freedom to Americans, it was assumed that Americans who had that freedom would use it responsibly .... 

When personal freedom is being abused, you have to move to limit it. Bill Clinton, president 1993 – 2001 

 

A gun-control movement worthy of the name would insist that President Clinton move beyond his proposals for controls 

... and immediately call on Congress to pass far-reaching industry regulation like the Firearms Safety and Consumer 

Protection Act ... [which] would give the Treasury Department health and safety authority over the gun industry, and any 

rational regulator with that authority would ban handguns.  Josh Sugarmann in 1994 the executive director and founder 

of the Violence Policy Center (VPC). Prior to founding the VPC, Sugarmann was a press officer in the national office of 

Amnesty International USA and was the communications director for the National Coalition to Ban Handguns 

 

All we ask for is registration, just like we do for cars.  Charles Ellis "Chuck" Schumer, senior United States Senator from 

New York and a member of the Democratic Party. First elected in 1998   

 

I don't care if you want to hunt, I don't care if you think it's your right. I say 'Sorry.' it's 1999. We have had enough as a 

nation. You are not allowed to own a gun, and if you do own a gun I think you should go to prison.  Rosie O'Donnell, 

American comedienne, actress, author and television personality (At about the time she said this, Rosie engaged the 

services of a bodyguard who applied for a gun permit.) 

 

I would like to say one thing, in what is my conception of the Republic, security is the responsibility of the State, I am 

against militias, I am against the private ownership of firearms, and I'm trying to make you think about that. If you are 

assaulted by an armed burglar, he'll use his weapon more effectively than you anyway so you're risking your life. If the 

criminal is not armed and you are and you shoot, your life will be ruined, because killing someone over a theft is not in 

line with the republican values that are mine. The private ownership of firearms is dangerous. I understand your 

exasperation for having been burglarized two times, I understand the fear that your wife and daughter may have but the 

answer is in the efficiency of the police and the efficiency of the judiciary process, the answer is not in having guns at 

home.  Nicolas Sarkozy, 9/22/06 French Conservative politician who served as the 23rd President of the French Republic 

from 16 May 2007 until 15 May 2012. 
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My view of guns is simple. I hate guns and I cannot imagine why anyone would want to own one. If I had my way, guns 

for sport would be registered, and all other guns would be banned.  Deborah Prothrow-Stith born 1954, Associate Dean 

for Faculty Development and adjunct professor of Public Health at the Harvard School of Public Health. In 1987 she 

became the first female and youngest Commissioner of Public Health for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  (Dean 

of Harvard School of Public Health) 

 
 112th Congress (January 3, 2011- January 3, 2013) Firearm Legislation 

 

The 112th Congress runs from January 3, 2011, and will end on January 3, 2013. Any bill that has not been passed and signed into law by the president 

will be NULL AND VOID January 3, 2013 and will have to be re-introduced and assigned a new number.  **** Update Nov 2013, most of these bills died 

in committee **** 

 

Many thanks to GunOwners.org (http://gunowners.org/112bills.htm) for this information.  If you want to read the bills or see their status go to 

OpenCongress.org. 

 

H.R. 58 (Scalise, Boren): 

This bill would: allow an individual to purchase any firearm from a federal firearms licensee (FFL) in another state by going to his place of business -– thereby 

extending provisions currently applying only to rifles and shotguns and  

• require such an interstate sale to comply with both the law of the state in which the transaction occurs and the law of the state where the 

buyer resides; 

• extend these interstate sales provisions to FFL’s at gun shows; 

• allow a serviceman to claim residence in (1) his state of legal residence, (2) the state where he’s permanently stationed, AND (3) the state 

where he resides and commutes to the place where he’s stationed. 

 

H.R. 77 (Jackson Lee): 

This bill would authorize $150,000,000 a year (forever) to hire Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) and Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 

personnel to police guns at the border.  

 

H.R. 126 (Gingrey, Bachmann, Bartlett, Bishop, Blackburn, Burton, Carter, Conaway, Franks, Gohmert, Sam Johnson, Kline, Marchant, Paul, Roe, Rogers, Ross, 

Westmoreland, Young): 

In determining that a gun was, for example, a full automatic, this bill would require the ATF to make a videotape of its testing and make it available to interested 

parties.  

 

H.R. 224 (Jackson Lee): 

This bill would expand federal hate crime laws, including a provision allowing a person to be sentenced up to life imprisonment if a gun is involved. 

 

H.R. 227 (Jackson Lee): 

This bill would: 

• amend 18 U.S.C. 922(x) -- making it difficult to legally teach your kids the safe and effective use of firearms -- by extending the subsection's 

labyrinthine provisions concerning handguns to semiautos (and semiauto clips) and to persons less than 21 (rather than 18), with certain exceptions; 

• increase the penalties for violating 18 U.S.C. 922(x) to five years generally, but ten years in some circumstances; 

• enhance lock-up-your-safety provisions (1) to provide for a three year prison sentence if you keep a loaded gun in your home for self-defense 

and a child gains access to it and causes serious bodily injury; (2)to allow $10,000 civil penalties for gun dealers who fail to comply with lock-up-your safety 

requirements; 

• provide that it is "child abandonment" to allow your kid to be unaccompanied at a gun show (even to go to the bathroom); 

• provide for grants for "gun safety programs." 

 

H.R. 263 (Ackerman):  

This bill would override McClure-Volkmer and would prohibit an FFL subject to license revocation from transferring any of his inventory. 

 

H.R. 308 (McCarthy and 48 others): 

This is the semiautomatic magazine ban. It would prohibit private transfers of magazines holding more than 10 rounds, even if they were grandfathered. 

 

H.R. 324 (Filner): 

This bill would, among other things, allow military law enforcement personnel to carry firearms. 

 

H.R. 367 (Richardson): 
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This bill would make it a ten-year felony to "knowingly" carry a firearm within 250 feet of a building where you "know" a member of Congress is. Thus, the bill would 

create an incomprehensible series of moving "no-gun" zones. And while, for example, you would be exempted for a gun in your house, if you lived next door to a 

congressman, you could not carry your gun to your car parked on the street. 

 

H.R. 420 (Rehberg, Boswell): 

This bill would establish a 90-day "amnesty" period for NFA firearms (like automatics) held by a veteran or his family. 

 

H.R. 496 (King of New York, Bishop, Engel, Rangel, Chu):  

This bill would make it a ten-year felony to "knowingly" carry a firearm within 1,000 feet of a building where you "know" a member of Congress is. Thus, the bill 

would create an incomprehensible series of moving "no-gun" zones. And while, for example, you would be exempted for a gun in your house, if you lived next door to 

a congressman, you could not carry your gun to your car parked on the street. 

 

H.R. 505 (Nadler):  

This bill would create a new class of "prohibited persons" consisting of persons convicted of a "misdemeanor sex offense against a minor." It is hard to imagine what 

sex crime against a minor would be so insignificant that it would be classified as a misdemeanor, but the most likely example would be, in some states, kid-on-kid sex. 

 

H.R. 591 (McCarthy):  

This is the gun show ban. It would provide for comprehensive and open-ended regulation and inspection of gun shows. But, more importantly, it would create a two-

year prison sentence for any gun show sponsor who failed to notify EVERY attendee of his responsibilities under the Brady Law. No sane person would sponsor a gun 

show under these circumstances. In addition, the bill would significantly increase criminal sentences for recordkeeping violations by FFL's or for Brady Law violations. 

 

H.R. 615 (Lummis, Donnelly, Rehberg, Broun, Miller, Carter, King of Iowa, Ross, Bishop):  

This bill would allow curios and relics to be imported into the U.S. without the approval of the Department of State or the Department of Defense. 

 

H.R. 645 (Ross, Jordan):  

This bill would repeal the D.C. gun ban. It would prohibit D.C. from adopting new anti-gun laws. It would: (1) turn the semiauto ban into a full auto ban; (2) repeal 

registration requirements and ammunition bans; (3) specifically reiterate the Supreme Court's guarantee of the right to defend your home, although it would not 

allow concealed carry and would broadly authorize D.C. to prohibit guns in "sensitive" public places. 

 

H.R. 770 (Cuellar):  

This bill would establish a "Border Enforcement Security Task Force." 

 

H.R. 808 (Kucinich et al.):  

This bill would establish a Department of Peace. 

 

H.R. 822 (Stearns):  

This bill would grant national reciprocity (with the exception of Vermont, Wisconsin, and Illinois) to persons with a concealed carry license. Unlike some versions of 

this proposal, however, it is not "Vermont-friendly" with respect to states which do not require licenses for concealed carry. 

 

H.R. 826 (Carter, Doggett): 

This bill would require Active Shooter Training for personnel performing security functions on military reservations. 

 

H.R. 919 (Franks): 

This bill would convey land in Mohave County for the purpose setting up a target shooting facility. 

 

H.R. 973 (Mrs. Adams & 50 others):   

This bill would prohibit any Article III court from considering “foreign law,” in whole or in part, in deciding any case -- unless the laws or Constitution required it.  There 

has been an ongoing fight between the liberal and conservative wings of the Supreme Court concerning the extent to which U.S. courts can be influenced by foreign 

law.  This issue is now picking up increased relevance for gun owners because of the UN small arms treaty currently being blocked in the Senate -- and because of 

another UN treaty, currently being negotiated, which could require licensure of American firearms and ban semiautomatics.  The reason this bill could be relevant is 

that, even if we were to succeed in blocking ratification of these bills in the Senate, some legal scholars would argue that their ratification by virtually all other UN 

members could make their provisions part of “international customary law,” which, they argue, would apply them to the U.S. 

 

H.R. 1093 (King, Altmire): This is a reincarnation of a bill which contains a hodge-podge of relatively minor good things -- and one really bad thing which was used to 

secure the cosponsorship of the Judiciary Committee Chairman on the Senate version of the bill. The bad thing is that the bill would allow the ATF to impose, for the 

first time, civil penalties on federal firearms licensees. Civil penalties could easily put a small licensee out of business, but can be imposed without the burden of 

proof, disclosure requirements, and other protections accorded criminal defendants. And, although proponents argue that civil penalties will allow BATFE to impose 

penalties short of license revocation, there is no requirement that license revocations be reduced commensurately. While GOA has pushed other provisions in the bill 

tightening state-of-mind requirements and gun definitions, these are not enough to offset giving the ATF a tool which has served as the central engine for expanding 

the power and jurisdiction of other agencies (like the SEC). Go here to read a more in depth analysis of this bill. 
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H.R. 1181 (Griffin, Critz): 

This bill would allow up to $3,000 in firearms to benefit from an optional provision in the bankruptcy code which can be used to exempt property from a bankruptcy 

estate. 

 

H.R. 1443 (Broun, Boren, Ross, Altmire, Metheson, Bishop, Rehberg, Jenkins, Miller): 

This bill would: 

-prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency from imposing restrictions on hunting and fishing equipment, including firearms 

 - such as the proposed ban on lead ammunition; -prohibit the Departments of Interior and Agriculture from imposing new restrictions on hunting and 

fishing on federal lands;  

-reduce federal funds for states that restrict hunting and fishing equipment. 

 

H.R. 1506 (King of New York, Rangel, Ackerman, Rush, Waxman, Deutch, Holt, Norton, Engel, Doyle, Chu, Lance): 

This bill would allow the Attorney General to outlaw the possession of a firearm by anyone whom the administration, at its discretion, decides to put on a “watch list” 

-- i.e., anyone “known (or appropriately suspected) to be or have been engaged in conduct constituting, in preparation for, in aid of, or related to terrorism, or 

providing material support thereof, and the Attorney General has a reasonable belief that the prospective transferee may use a firearm in connection with terrorism.” 

In addition, the government may withhold information concerning why it put someone on the “watch list.” Take into consideration that the federal definition of 

“terrorism” is very broad, and could, under some circumstances, be used by a hostile administration to go after Second Amendment organizations. For instance, 

militia action against terrorism might be held to be “related to” or “in connection with” terrorism. 

 

H.R. 1552 (Israel): 

This bill would impose a gun ban on any person who committed an act as a juvenile which (1) would be a felony if committed by an adult, (2) involved at least the 

“threatened use” of physical force, and (3) involved a “substantial risk of physical force.” Thus, a playground fight in kindergarten might subject an adult to a lifetime 

gun ban, which, unlike an actual crime, could not be expunged. 

 

H.R. 1642 (Quigley, Chu, Norton, Jackson, Moran): 

This bill would: 

-require all newly manufactured firearms to include a serial number inside the barrel that can be read only by an infrared light;  

-allow Brady records to be kept, notwithstanding its title, indefinitely;  

-require FFL’s to conduct new physical checks on firearms inventory. 

 

H.R. 1781 (McCarthy and 35 others):  

This bill would: 

• withhold federal crime-fighting funds from states which fail to provide a sufficient number of names to the FBI’s Instant Check system (with 

penalties possible for states that fall as little as 10% short of providing all names) [sec. 101]; 

• require federal agencies to turn over the names of all prohibited persons (which would presumably include the names of all persons admitting 

to having smoked as little as one marijuana cigarette) [sec. 102]; 

• redefine “adjudicated as a mental defective” (18 U.S.C. 922(g)(4)) to impose a gun ban in any case in which a “lawful authority” (including, 

presumably, a school or a Medicare-funded doctor) prescribes counseling or medication in response to “subnormal intelligence, mental illness, or 

incompetency” [sec. 103]; 

• require colleges to set up a procedure for investigating students who are acting strange and “reporting” them [sec. 103]; 

• ban all private person-to-person sales of firearms, requiring that all sales go through federal firearms licensees or the police, who would 

conduct a background check [Title II].  

 

H.R. 1865 (Gibbs and 21 others) 

This bill would prohibit the Army Corps of Engineers from banning firearms on water resources lands if (1) the person is not otherwise prohibited from posessing a 

firearm (2) posession is in compliance with the law of the state. 

 

H.R. 1898 (Rehberg): This bill would require that a judge magistrate, or other judicial authority be required to issue an order before any veteran could be deemed a 

mental defective (and hence lose his gun rights) under the 1968 Act. 

 

H.R. 2219 This is the Department of Defense funding bill.  It would, among other things, (1)  prohibit the destruction of military firearms (such as the Ml or M14), if 

they are legal for commercial sale, unless the Secretary certifies that they are unsafe, and (2) limit the disposal of armor-piercing rounds unless they are incapable of 

reuse or used to manufacture more ammunition. 

 

H.R. 2252 (Bartlett and 18 other original cosponsors): 

This bill reaffirms the right of non-prohibited persons to use firearms for self-defense, defense of one's family, and defense of one's home.  A person whose rights 

under the act are violated is authorized to bring a suit in federal court, with damages, injunctive relief, and attorneys' fees. 

 

H.R. 2398 (Scott of Virginia and Conyers):  
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This bill would provide that a person who is convicted of two successive gun violations (even though they arise from the same act) would be subject to the enhanced 

penalty provisions currently applicable to drug offenders. 

 

H.R. 2554  (Maloney & 15 other original cosponsors):  

This bill would impose prison sentences of up to 20 years (25 years for the manager of a medium-sized gun shop) on anyone who sells a gun with reasonable cause to 

believe" that the purchaser is a prohibited person, might use the gun unlawfully, or is a straw purchaser.  The purchaser could be nothing more than a veteran who 

has been stripped of his rights without his knowledge, and everyone working for the gun shop could be sent away to prison for 10 years for “conspiracy.”  Obviously, 

the intent is, in the hands of an anti-gun administration, to make it prohibitively dangerous to operate a gun shop. 

 

H.R. 2613 (Paul):  

This bill would repeal the Kohl Amendment, which banned guns within 1,000 feet of a permanent or temporary location of a school. 

 

H.R. 2615 (Paul):   

This bill would eliminate the "sporting purposes exception" from the 1968 gun control act.   The “sporting purposes exception" is, among other uses, currently being 

used to ban the importation of shotguns on the basis that shotguns, supposedly, don't have a "sporting purpose." 

 

H.R. 2618  (Quigley):  

This bill would establish a ten¬year prison sentence for anyone "knowingly" making a "false" statement on a 4473, license application, or relief from disability 

petition.  It is significant that, in recent years, case law in various areas has diminished the "knowing" standard to apply it, for instance, to severe reckless disregard. 

 

H.R. 2619 (Rooney, Deutch):  

This bill would require that VA security personnel receive "active shooter training." 

 

H.R. 2900 (Broun):  

This “Vermont-friendly” bill would authorize a person who can carry concealed in his state of residence -- or has a concealed carry permit in any state -- to carry a 

concealed firearm in any state.  Unlike some reciprocity bills, it allows non-permit states like Vermont to benefit from its provisions. 

 

S. 32 (Lautenberg, Feinstein, Menendez, Boxer, Kerry, Reed, Levin, Franken, Schumer, Durbin):  

This is the Senate version of the semiautomatic magazine ban. It would prohibit private transfers of magazines holding more than 10 rounds, even if they were 

grandfathered. 

 

S. 34 (Lautenberg, Menendez, Feinstein, Whitehouse, Reed, Levin, Schumer, Durbin, Boxer):  

This bill would allow the Attorney General to prohibit you from owning firearms by placing your name on a "watch list" and notifying you of that fact. The Attorney 

General doesn't need to tell you (or a court to which you appeal your disability) the basis for the loss of your gun rights (other than summaries and "redacted" 

documents which can be submitted to the court). We have seen other statutes -- notably the Brady Law -- under which you are supposedly given the statutory right 

to appeal your gun ban, and our experience in those cases has been that ATF frequently just ignores them. 

 

S. 35 (Lautenberg, Reed, Menendez, Kerry, Feinstein, Whitehouse, Levin, Schumer, Durbin, Boxer, Wyden):  

This is the Senate version of the gun show ban. It would provide for comprehensive and open-ended regulation and inspection of gun shows. But, more importantly, 

it would create a two-year prison sentence for any gun show sponsor who failed to notify EVERY attendee of his responsibilities under the Brady Law. No sane person 

would sponsor a gun show under these circumstances. In addition, the bill would significantly increase criminal sentences for recordkeeping violations by FFL's or for 

Brady Law violations. 

 

S. 176 (Boxer):  

This bill would require every state issuing a concealed carry permit to comply with federal standards for that permit, including "demonstrat[ing] good cause for 

requesting a concealed firearm permit; and ... demonstrat[ing] that the applicant is worthy of the public trust..." 

 

S. 332 (Hatch, Roberts): 

This bill is Senator Orrin Hatch's stab at immigration reform. It allows enhanced penalties for the "possession" of firearms in connection with drug offenses. The 

Second Amendment community has opposed this effort to punish the "possession" of a firearm, without any evidence of its use or brandishing. 

 

S. 381 (Tester, Crapo, Wicker, Inhofe, Enzi, Begich, Murkowski, Baucus): 

This bill would expand the ability of licensed firearms importers to import firearms under the Arms Control and Disarmament Act if the importer certifies that the 

firearms are lawfully possessed in the country from which the firearms come, even if the importer does not obtain the permission of the Department of State and the 

Department of Defense. 

 

S. 436 (Schumer, Gillibrand):  

This is an effort to embody Barack Obama's Arizona newspaper article into legislation -- and to milk political advantage from the tragedy in Tucson. It would: 

• withhold federal crime-fighting funds from states which fail to provide a sufficient number of names to the FBI's Instantcheck system (with 

penalties possible for states that fall as little as 10% short of providing all names [sec. 101]; 
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• require federal agencies to turn over the names of all prohibited persons (which would presumably include the names of all persons admitting 

to having smoked as little as one marijuana cigarette) [sec. 102]; 

• redefine "adjudicated as a mental defective" (18 U.S.C. 922(g)(4)) to impose a gun ban in any case in which a "lawful authority" (including, 

presumably, a school or a Medicare-funded doctor) prescribes counseling or medication in response to "subnormal intelligence, mental illness, or 

incompetency" [sec. 103]; 

• require colleges to set up a procedure for investigating students who are acting strange and "reporting" them [sec. 103]; -allow a person to be 

put on the FBI's drug abuser list if, among other things, he admitted to "possessing a controlled substance unlawfully within the last five years" (thereby, 

humorously, removing current law's theoretical gun ban for large numbers of unadmitted pot smokers) [sec.104]; 

• ban all private person-to-person sales of firearms, requiring that all sales go through federal firearms licensees or the police, who would 

conduct a background check [Title II]. 

  

S. 526 (McCain, Kyl):  

This bill would, among other things, remove environmental impediments to the Mohave Valley Shooting Range. 

 

S. 570 (Tester, Ensign, Begich, Baucus, Burr, Chambliss, Inhofe, Paul, Barrasso, Coburn): 

This bill would permanently prohibit the ATF from being able to require the reporting of multiple sales of rifles and shotguns, thus prohibiting regulations currently 

being moved by the ATF. 

 

S. 798  (Tester, McCain, Leahy): This bill would provide a 90-day “amnesty” period for veterans and their families for automatic and NFA firearms which were acquired 

by the veteran while on duty outside the U.S. prior to October 31, 1968. 

 

S. 835 (Crapo, Leahy):  

This is the Senate counterpart of H.R. 1093. 

 

S. 1249  (Udall, Risch, Tester, Bennet):  

This bill would tweak Pittman-Robertson to allow a state to use up to 10% of its allocation for constructing or expanding public target ranges. 

 

S. 1305 (Feinstein): 

This bill would overturn the Supreme Court in order to make a person a "prohibited person" on the basis of a crime committed and prosecuted in a foreign country 

under foreign law. 

 

What about any United Nations Treaties? 
 

We have been bombarded with NAFTA and CIFTA arms treaties for decades.  Most of them, and I 

stress most, are trade agreements and nothing more.  However as the various US administrations 

start to take advantage of ‘national security conditions’ through the Patriot Act that can indeed allow 

an administration, or rather DHS, to bypass our Constitution and Bill of Rights – we need to read all 

these so-called trade treaties in detail and keep track of them. 

 

For the best information on any treaty I would stick to Christian Gun Owners 

(www.christiangunowner.com/); Gun Owners of America (www.gunowners.org/); National Rifle Association 

(www.nra.org/) and it’s legal side The Institute for Legislative Action  (http://www.nraila.org/).    There is one 

great piece of information from Montana's Congressman, Denny Rehberg @ 

http://rehberg.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=26&parentid=5&sectiontree=5,26&itemid=1922 that is very informative. 

 

To keep tabs on the United Nations in general go to https://www.smartbrief.com/un_wire/index.jsp and sign 

up to have it emailed to you on a regular basis. 

 

**** Update Nov 2013:  The NAFTA & CIFTA Treaties are introduced by the UN about every other 

year.  So keep an eye out on the UN.  Remember that, so far, the UN can ‘pass’ anything they want 

and the US representative to the UN can sign it, the US President can support it, however the US 
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Congress must still formally introduce a bill that accepts it and that bill must pass and be signed by 

the President in order to become Public Law.  Just like any other bill or act. **** 

 

Bottom Line:  This is not about politics, Dems or Reps, UN 

treaties, or even Crime Control - this is about the Republic of 

the United States of America, its Constitution and Bill of 

Rights – It’s about the Freedom of Choice – Period! 

 

Owning a firearm or not is my choice and my responsibility – 

not the governments.  So leave my 2nd Amendment alone and 

live your life by your choice so I can live my life by my choice. 

 

FACT:  If you want to reduce crime, put and keep the criminals 

in prison! 
 

TNT 

 

Now they’re tryin’ to take my guns away 

And that would be just fine 

If you take ‘em away from the criminals first 

I’d gladly give you mine 
Charlie Daniels Band, A Few More Rednecks 


