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We are bombarded daily with all kinds of possible crisis’s, emergencies, disasters and hazards.  Yet 
what do the ‘experts’ of science and education say the odds of these things are? 

 

First we have to remember that science and education have been wrong.  The world is not flat, 
the Earth is not the center of the universe, blood transfusing is better than bloodletting and ‘100 year 
floods’ have occurred 2 or more times in a 20 year time frame.   

 

We humans can’t solely rely on our gut instincts and sixth senses either.  Our guts can be 
wrong and we tend to have irrational fears that taint our ‘accuracy’ or perception of the odds. 
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Not to mention that our very humanness means we cannot just ignore one over the other, even 
if our rational mind or science indicates we should.  Whenever we do, we usually end up drastically 
lowering our survivability quotient. 

 

Plus we humans hate thinking about anything remotely sad or bad.  We will subconsciously 
avoid talking, thinking or researching these ‘sad’ and ‘bad’ subjects and as a result these are the 
things we usually get blindsided by. 
 

The most common of these ‘don’t want to think about it’ (or ‘that can’t happen’) crisis are: 
 

• Some kind of FIRE:  We hate thinking that we may have a house fire or a fire at work or school or 
while at the theater.  Yet historical fire events show and the ‘experts’ state, that the odds of us being 
affected by or experiencing a fire of some kind is greater than any of the larger catastrophic type 
crises we hear and worry about, and even some of the natural type crises too. 

 
• Some kind of CRIME:  This can take the form of a carjacking, home invasion while you are home or 

not home, a robbery while at the grocery store, a mugging, identify theft and so forth.  Crime is on 
the rise around the world and the U.S. is no exception. 

 
• Some kind of severe ILLNESS or INJURY to you or a loved one:  This can be anything from falling 

off your front porch and breaking a leg, a heart attack, auto accident or some other illness or injury. 
 

• Some kind of PERSONAL FINANCIAL crisis:  This can be from a poor investment, losing a law suit 
or getting laid off and the like. 

 

Lastly, add in that we can’t rule out plain old Luck either! 
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This means that logically we need to balance these factors against one another and come up with 
‘odds’ that ‘best match’ for our mental quirks, beliefs and understanding.   

 

How?  Well, there is a simple three step process to do this.  I call it the Possibility, Probability and 
Moderated Crisis Odds list. 

 

First list all the crises that you are concerned about.  Don’t think about this; just list them as they 
come to mind.  Usually the order in which you list these potential crises is what priority you are 
placing them at - It is the subconscious priority list of what you are concerned about.  This is your 
Possibility Priority List.  Be sure to address those 4 “can’t think about it” type crises, even if they 
are listed last as an afterthought. 

 

Next do some research on what the ‘experts’ say the odds of these things occurring are and 
what any historical events of this kind have taken place to date.  Doing this puts your concerns into 
perspective and is your Probability Priority List.  These are the exact same crises as your 
Possibility List, only prioritized based on the ‘experts’ and their odds. 
 

This will also entail doing a home hazard hunt and a review (or discussion with your physician) of your 
general health habits and condition. Going to the FBI Uniform Crime Report and checking on the crimes 
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in your area (how often and what kind of crime), as well as checking with your local, county or state fire 
department for information on the kinds of fires they respond to and their frequency. 
 
The tables (latter in this article) will assist you in this research. 

 

The third step is to moderate these two lists into a priority list that you can live with consciously 
and subconsciously, or what I call the Moderated Priority List.   

 

There is only one rule to this moderation.  Say a crisis is # 2 on your Priority list and # 7 on 
your Probability list.  This means you must list it somewhere between # 3 and # 6 on your 
Moderated List.  Conversely, if something is # 7 on your Possibility List and # 2 on your 
Probability List, you must list it somewhere between # 3 and # 6 on your Moderated List. 

 

Above all, keep all of this in perspective.  The truth is that 99.99% of the disasters we are 
likely to encounter will NOT involve a widespread, government/world altering 
event or mega disaster.  Instead they will take the form of lost jobs, accidents, medical issues, 
fire, crime, etc., followed by the usual severe weather and natural planetary issues; for example:  
flooding, earthquakes, land/mud slides, meteorite and the like. 
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Perception and Reality are more often than not, 2 different animals! 
 

Fact is that every place has its dangers; we just have to assess them. And it’s probably reasonable to 
assume that no matter where we live to 75+ years of age, we’ll probably see at least one local event 
like an earthquake, hurricane, or flooding and many people will see several. Not to mention that most 
of us will experience some kind of medical issue or ‘accident’ type injury.  Think about this - the 
United States has some of the fewest massive crises type events, with some of the lowest injury and 
mortality counts than most other countries.  In fact most ‘tier 1’ or ‘western’ cultures experience fewer 
massive crises than those countries that are not ‘tier 1’. 

 

There have been many ‘Preparedness’ and ‘Risk Factor’ surveys and reports over the decades; some 
rather scientific (and quantifiable) and some not so much, that quantify the above statement.  The 
results of some of the more recent surveys are as follows… 

 

National Geographic ‘Doomsday Preppers’ Survey 2012 
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In February of 2012 National Geographic published the results of their Doomsday Preppers internet survey.  
(http://images.nationalgeographic.com/wpf/media-live/file/Doomsday_Preppers_Survey_-_Topline_Results.pdf & 
http://tvblogs.nationalgeographic.com/2012/02/07/the-results-are-in-is-it-the-end-of-the-world-as-we-know-it-survey-says/)  
 

Here is a recap of their results 
 
10 key takeaways: 

• 85 percent of the nation is not ready for a devastating event. 
• More than 62 percent of Americans think the world will experience a major catastrophe in less 

than 20 years. 
• Nearly three out of every four people (71%) envision a major disaster in their lifetime as an act 

of God, not man. 
• One-third (27%) believe that the Mayan calendar’s prediction about a calamitous event in 

December 2012 will be at least “somewhat true.” 
• More than half of the nation (52%) believes that if Mitt Romney or one of his Republican 

counterparts overtake Barack Obama, a man-made  catastrophe is more likely. 
• Among those who feel unprepared, 40 percent cite the lasting effects of the recession as the 

reason for their unpreparedness. 
• The same number (40%) is saying “to hell with a 401(k)” to save money for catastrophe 

arrangements. 
• Nearly half (49%) of Americans would forgo new high-end appliances in a new home if it had a 

safe room or bomb shelter instead. 
• If doomsday were to arrive, nearly four in 10 (39%) think they would not last two weeks based 

on the supplies they have on hand. 
• One in four Americans have done nothing to prepare. 

 
Sample of some of the questions: 
 
Which of the following, if any, do you think might happen in the United States in the next 25 years? 
Please choose all that apply. 

Response   Total % 
Significant Earthquake     641    64%* 
Significant Hurricane      632    63% 
Terrorist Attack      549    55% 
Financial Collapse      518    51% 
Significant Blackout      374    37% 
Pandemic, Such as From a Super-Virus   293    29% 
Nuclear Fallout      142    14% 
None of These      127    13% 

 
About how many years from now, if ever, do you think it’s likely that the world will experience a major 
catastrophe? Your best guess is fine. 
 

Average = 1,532 Years  Response   Total % 
Less than a Year    175    17% 
1-4 Years     117    12% 
5-9 Years     148    15% 
10-19 Years     176    17% 
20-99 Years     169    17% 
100 Years or More      56      6% 
Never      166    16% 

 
If a major catastrophe were to happen in your lifetime, do you think it would be…? 
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Response  Total % 

Natural, Such as a Hurricane or Earthquake  712   71% 
Man-Made, Such as a Terrorist Attack   295   29% 

 
In the event of a catastrophe, do you think that most Americans will be…? 
 

Response  Total % 
Under-Prepared   851   85% 
Prepared    140   14% 
Over-Prepared     16     2% 

 

Red Cross 2007 

 
The nation’s collective level of preparedness has increased to 4.14 out of a possible 10, compared to 3.31 in 
June 2006. The survey found that the biggest gains were in the public’s level of preparedness awareness, and 
that more work needs to be done to engage people in taking preparedness actions. 
 

Among the key findings: 
 

• 65% of respondents said they know how to find the emergency broadcasting channel on the radio 
(up from 42% in 2006) and 62 percent said that their local government had an emergency plan (up 

from 38% in 2006). 
• The majority of Americans remain unprepared. Only 4% have taken all of the preparedness actions 

recommended in the RQ and 23 percent have not taken a single action. 
• Preparedness among seniors improved substantially, from an average RQ score of 2.6 in 2006 to 

4.0 in 2007, moving them out of the most unprepared category. Despite the fact that preparedness 
levels increased among those age 18 to 24 (2.7 in 2006 to 3.7 in 2007), this group of young adults is 
now among the least prepared age group. 

• Businesses and schools play a role in helping to increase America’s preparedness level. 
• People had a higher RQ if their employer had an emergency response plan (4.5 compared to 3.1); 

and parents were better prepared if their children’s schools or daycare had emergency response 
plans (4.5 compared to 2.8) and provided written information about those plans (5.3 compared to 3.4). 

 

Personal Preparedness in America Findings from the 2009 Citizen Corps National Survey (August 2009, 
revised December 2009) 
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To What Extent Have Individuals Gathered Disaster Supplies? 
The extent to which individuals report having gathered and maintained specific disaster supplies has 
been used as an important indicator of actual preparedness (versus perceived preparedness). Participants 
were asked about the existence of disaster preparedness supplies in their home, workplace, and cars.  
 
Just over one-half of individuals (57%) reported having “supplies set aside in their home to be used 
only in the case of a disaster.” Participants were also asked if they had disaster preparedness supplies 
in their cars and workplace (as appropriate for their employment status). Only one-third of individuals (34%) 
said they had supplies set aside in their car, while 45% of individuals indicated they had set aside 
supplies in their workplace. 

 

To What Extent Do Individuals Have a Household Emergency Plan? 
Less than half of individuals (44%) reported having a household emergency plan “that included 
instructions for household members about where to go and what to do in the event of a disaster.” 

  

How Familiar Are Individuals with Their Community’s Disaster Preparedness Plans and Protocols? 
Participants were asked to rate their familiarity with community disaster preparedness plans and 
protocols.  
 
Consistent with the 2007 survey, respondents reported familiarity with alerts and warning systems 
(50%) and official sources of public safety information (38%). Some individuals (59%) who said they 
had a child attending a school outside of their home, including day care or part-time kindergarten, said 
they were aware of the details of the emergency or evacuation plan of their children’s school, including 
where the school planned to evacuate and how to get information about the child in the event of a 
disaster. Also similar to the 2007 survey results, respondents also reported being least familiar with 
community evacuation routes (58%) and shelter locations (54%). Questions new to the survey in 2009 
showed that almost half of the respondents (48%) were familiar with how to get information regarding a 
public health emergency such as the H1N1 virus or swine flu, while only 34 percent of respondents 
were familiar with information regarding local hazards in their area. 
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Do Individuals Know What To Do in the First Five Minutes After Specific Types of Disasters (Natural, 

Radiological, Explosion, or Chemical Release)? 
This section of the survey focused on the first 5 minutes following disasters that might occur without 
warning.  
 
These survey items also continued to probe individuals’ perceptions of their abilities to become 
prepared for a disaster (self-efficacy), as well as the response efficacy of the action—the belief that the 
preparedness actions they might take could make a difference in the event of a disaster. Participants 
were asked how confident they were in their own abilities and knowledge of what they should do in the 
first 5 minutes for four different types of disasters.  
 
Over 5 in 10 individuals 53% expressed confidence in their abilities to know what to do in the first 5 
minutes of a sudden natural disaster such as an earthquake or tornado. Reported confidence levels of 
respondents were significantly lower for man-made disasters such as radiological explosions or dirty 
bombs, the release of chemical agents, or other explosions or bombs (20%, 26%, and 31% confidence, 

respectively). Individuals reported the least confidence in their abilities to handle an explosion of a 
radiological or dirty bomb, or release of a chemical agent (59% and 50% not confident, respectively). 
However, there is a general upward trend in confidence since the 2007 survey in respondent’s reported 
ability to know what to do in the first 5 minutes of a terrorist act or hazardous materials accident (19% 

compared to 20% and 23% compared to 26%, respectively).  
 
There was a slight decrease in reported confidence levels for explosions/bombs and a sudden natural 
disaster (33% to 31% and 57% to 53%, comparatively). 

 

What Is the Extent of Participation in Preparedness Drills/Exercises? 
Participants were asked if they had participated in a variety of disaster-related drills in their home, 
workplace, or school in the past 12 months.  
 
While 4 in 10 individuals (42%) reported having participated in a workplace evacuation drill, only 27% 
had participated in a workplace shelter-in-place drill. Even fewer individuals had participated in school- 
or home-based shelter-in-place drills (14% and 10%, respectively). Only 14% reported having participated 



What are the odds? - Continued 

10 | P a g e  

 

in a home evacuation drill. Compared to 2007, there was little change in the percent of respondents 
who reported having participated in each type of drill or exercise. In the case of a school evacuation drill 
there was a slight increase of 4 percent in 2009 compared to 2007. 

 

How Many Individuals Have Received Training in Preparation for a Disaster? 
Participants were asked if they had engaged in any sort of emergency-related training programs in the 
past 2 years.  
 
Attending first aid skills training was found to be the most common (37%). Cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) training was the next most common response (36%). Approximately 1 in 8 
individuals (13%) had attended training as part of a Community Emergency Response Team or CERT. 
These findings were similar to those from the 2003 and 2007 surveys. 

 

How Does Perceived Preparedness Compare with Actual Preparedness? 
Past research has found that often, participants perceive themselves to be more prepared than their 
reported actions would indicate. To examine this finding further, the Citizen Corps National Survey 
asked individuals to name specific preparedness actions that they had taken including household 
planning, gathering supplies, preparedness training, volunteering, as well as to self-assess their 
preparedness stage (from contemplating becoming prepared to having been prepared for the last six months).  

 

Individuals’ perceptions of their level of preparedness were compared with their self-reported specific 
preparedness activities. 
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 Individuals who reported being prepared were indeed more likely to have taken specific preparedness 
measures. It should be noted, however, that even those who reported being prepared were lacking 
some critical elements of preparedness, e.g. just over a third who said they “have been prepared for at 
least the past six months” did not have a household plan, nearly 80% had not conducted a home 
evacuation drill, and nearly 70% did not know their community’s evacuation routes.  
 
Compared to those who had not prepared, but intend to prepare in the next one to six months, the 
respondents who stated they had been prepared for at least the last six months were significantly more 
likely to: 
 

• Have disaster supplies in their home, car, and workplace 
o Home: 84% compared to 40% 
o Car: 49% compared to 25% 
o Workplace: 55% compared to 45% 

• Have a household plan and have discussed it with household members 
o Have a household plan: 65% compared to 33% 
o Of those with a plan, discussed plan with household members: 95% compared to 90% 
o Have copies of important financials and insurance documents: 86% compared to 65% 

• Be aware of community preparedness resources 
o Alerts and warning systems: 44% compared to 42% 
o Official sources of public safety information: 32% compared to 27% 
o Evacuation routes: 27% compared to 21% 
o Shelter locations: 32% compared to 27% 
o How to get help with evacuating or getting to a shelter: 30% compared to 26% 
o Children’s school emergency/evacuation plan: 72% compared to 51% 

• Be confident in their abilities to handle each type of disaster 
o Dirty bombs: 32% compared to 13% 
o Chemical agents: 39% compared 18% 
o Explosion/bombs: 44% compared to 20% 
o Natural disaster: 72% compared to 36% 

• Be confident that preparing for disasters will make a difference 
o Dirty bombs: 50% compared to 35% 
o Chemical agents: 56% compared 52% 
o Explosion/bombs: 54% compared to 48% 
o Natural disaster: 78% compared to 67% 
o Severe infectious disease: 58% compared to 54% 

• Have taken training 
o Preparedness meeting: 41% compared to 15% 
o CPR training: 46% compared to 35% 
o First aid skills training: 48% compared to 34% 
o CERT training: 21% compared to 10% 
o Willing to take a 20-hour training: 66% compared to 68% 

• Have taken part in drills or exercises 
o Home evacuation: 23% compared to 8% 
o Home shelter-in-place: 19% compared to 4% 
o Workplace shelter-in-place: 33% compared to 29% 
o School evacuation: 24% compared to 24% 
o School shelter-in-place: 17% compared to 13% 

• Have volunteered 
o Community safety: 35% compared to 16% 
o Disaster response: 51% compared 27% 
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What Are the Barriers to Undertaking Disaster Preparedness Activities? 
In order to identify the barriers to preparedness, respondents who said they had not yet begun to 
prepare or were not intending to prepare were asked to respond to a list of possible reasons for why 
they had not taken any preparedness steps. They were asked to indicate whether the stated barrier 
was a primary reason, somewhat of a reason, or not a reason at all.  
 
The most commonly mentioned primary reason for not preparing was the belief that emergency 
responders such as fire, police, or emergency personnel would help them (29%). Other primary 
reasons included lack of knowledge (24%) and lack of time (26%). These findings are similar to the 
2007 survey findings with a notable 8% decrease in reliance on emergency responders from 2007 to 
2009. 
 
What Are the Barriers to Taking Preparedness Training? 
Participants who indicated they had not taken any type of disaster preparedness training were asked 
what had prevented them from doing so. Unaided responses were then coded according to 
predetermined categories.  
 
Of these participants, the most common reasons given were that it was difficult for them to get 
information on what to do (31%), they had not had the time (22%), or they hadn’t thought about it 
(18%). Few respondents (4%) provided as a reason that they did not believe training would be effective 
or that the cost for training was too much (2%). Other responses included the respondent reporting that 
they already knew how to be prepared (12%) and being physically unable to get to training (5%) as 
barriers for taking preparedness training. 

 

Who Will Individuals Look To For Help During the First 72 Hours? 
Participants were asked to describe how much they believed they would rely on certain groups of 
individuals or organizations for assistance in the first 72 hours following a disaster.  
 
A large majority of individuals (70%) indicated that they would rely on household members most, while 
61 percent of respondents expect to rely on fire, police, and emergency personnel. Respondents also 
expect to rely on people in their neighborhood (49%), nonprofit organizations (42%), faith-based 
communities (39%), and state and federal government agencies, including FEMA (36%). 
 
What Are Individuals’ Perceptions of Risks of Different Types of Disasters? 
The Citizen Corps National Survey assesses an individual’s perceptions of their vulnerability to four 
different categories of disasters. Participants were asked to state how likely (using a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 
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signifying “not likely at all” and 5 signifying “very likely”) they thought it was that a specific type of disaster 
would ever occur in their community. 
 
Of the four specific types of disasters investigated, a natural disaster such as an earthquake, flood, 
hurricane, tornado, or wildfire was rated as the disaster most likely to occur. It is interesting to note, 
however, that 4 in 10 40% reported thinking that a natural disaster would ever affect their community. 
Only 14 percent of individuals felt a terrorist act would ever occur in their community. These low levels 
of perceived susceptibility were also echoed in the responses related to a severe disease outbreak and 
hazardous materials accident (28% and 23%, respectively). These findings are consistent with the 2007 
survey findings with a notable increase in the perception of risk of a severe disease outbreak from 2007 
to 2009, which may be due to the Spring 2009 H1N1 pandemic occurring during the survey fielding. 
Further analysis of the 2009 survey results will provide additional insight to this possible correlation. 
Image - Personal Preparedness In America Findings from the 2009 Citizen Corps National Survey-
Perception of the Risk of Disaster 
 
What Is the Perceived Severity of the Impact of Different Types of Disasters? 
To explore further the potential effect of individuals’ perception of the likely severity of different types of 
disasters, individuals were asked a new question in 2009 about their perception of how severe the 
impact of different types of disasters would be on their lives (using a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being “very 

severe” and 1 being “not severe at all”). The same four types of disasters: a natural disaster, an act of 
terrorism, a hazardous materials accident, and a severe disease outbreak, the survey asked if the 
disaster occurred in your community, “how severe do you think the impact would be to you.”  
 
Over half of participants (59%) believed that the impact of an act of terrorism in their community would 
be severe (rated a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale), followed by a natural disaster (50%). One-quarter of 
individuals perceived that a contagious disease outbreak would not be very severe (25%) and 3 in 10 
individuals did not believe a hazardous materials accident would be severe (31%). 

 

Stages of Change for Preparedness 
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The American Preparedness Project - Where the US Public Stands in 2007 on Terrorism Security and 
Disaster Preparedness Annual Survey 
In July 2007, the sixth annual survey of the American Preparedness Project, conducted by the 
National Center for Disaster Preparedness (NCDP) and The Children’s Health Fund (CHF), in 
partnership with the Marist College Institute for Public Opinion, revealed a continuing large gap 
between individuals’ perceived risk and their level of personal preparedness for a disaster. 

 

Nearly half of the adults in the nation expect that they will experience a major disaster such as a terror 
attack or a weather catastrophe, during the next several years, and two-thirds of Americans believe that 
the Iraq War and unrest in the Middle East increase the threat of terrorism. However, most Americans 
are relying on “just in time” preparedness -- waiting until they receive warning of a looming disaster 
before finishing preparations to evacuate or shelter in place. This “preparedness gap” is greatest 
among Americans with the lowest household income. 
 
Confidence in the government to provide accurate and reliable information, as well as its ability to 
protect its citizens, remains low despite modest improvement after four consecutive years of general 
decline. Trust is greater for local responders, with more than a third (37%) believing that if there were a 
major disaster, help would arrive within an hour. 
 
In terms of risk communication, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) continues to be 
the most trusted source for reliable and accurate information about a public health emergency, and the 
most persuasive when deciding to prepare for a public health emergency, after a personal doctor. The 
president continues to be the least trusted information source. 
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The Gap Between Perceived Threat and Personal Preparedness 
Nearly 6 years after the terror attacks on September 11, 2001 and 2 years after the devastating effects 
of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, most Americans believe the threat of disaster, natural or man-made, is 
high. However, few are prepared for a major disaster. 
 

• 4 out of 5 (80%) Americans are concerned about new terror attacks in the United States. 
• Most Americans (66%) believe the United States’ involvement in the war in Iraq and other 

Middle East conflicts increase the threat of an act of terrorism occurring within the United 
States. 

• Nearly half the people in the country (47%) believe they will personally experience a major 
disaster such as a terror attack or a catastrophic weather emergency within the next five years. 

• Despite the high perceived threat, only one-third (34%) of Americans have started preparing or 
are prepared for a major disaster: 24% of Americans this year have been prepared for at least 
six months; an additional 10% are just beginning to prepare. Strikingly, 43% are not planning to 
do anything about preparing. 

• It seems as though many residents are relying upon “just-in-time” preparedness – 60% of 
Americans said that given sufficient warning of an impending disaster they would still need to 
get or organize most or all of those items they would require to either shelter in their home or 
evacuate. 

• When asked about specific types of major disasters, 43% of Americans said they personally feel 
very prepared or prepared for a disaster with no warning (terror attack or earthquake). The least 
prepared include those who earn less than $25,000 annual household income (32% prepared vs. 

49% among household earners with greater than $75,000); Latinos (33% prepared vs. whites, 44%); 
and women (36% vs. 50% of men who report being prepared). Democrats are less likely than 
Republicans to be prepared (38% vs. 55%). 

• More Americans (60%) personally feel very prepared or prepared for a disaster with warning 
(hurricane or wildfire). Similar to disasters with no warnings, the least prepared include those who 
earned less than $25,000 annual household income (47% prepared vs. 65% among household 

earners with greater than $75,000); Latinos (48% prepared vs. whites, 65%); and women (55% vs. 65% 

of men who report being prepared). Again, Democrats are less likely than Republicans to be 
prepared (59% vs. 66%), though to a lesser degree. 

• The proportion of Americans with a family emergency preparedness plan has leveled off, having 
risen modestly from 35% in 2003 to 45% in 2005, and staying within the margin of error at 43% 
currently in 2007. 

• Over half (54%) of US residents believe their community has an adequate response plan for a 
major disaster with warning, such as a hurricane, flood, or wildfire, whereas only 40% believe 
their community is as prepared for a disaster with no warning, such as a terrorist attack or 
earthquake. 

• When asked if a tax credit or other financial incentive would affect their decision to prepare, only 
28% of Americans polled said they would be more likely to become prepared. Most likely to be 
influenced include younger respondents (under 35 years old, 37%) and African-American 
respondents (37%). 
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Threat Perception 
The potential disasters Americans perceive to be the greatest threats to their communities vary by 
geographic location. 
 

• When rating their risk of six major threats happening to them or their communities, Americans 
rank major emergency weather events – such as hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, or coastal 
storms – highest (5.4 on a ten-point scale). Explosion of a nuclear device is lowest (2.8). 

 
• These personal risk ratings generally vary by region: Southerners are far more likely to report a 

risk of a major weather event (6.3) than Westerners, but Westerners are more likely to report 
threat of wildfire (5.4) or a major geological event, such as earthquake or mudslide (5.3). 
Easterners are more likely to report a threat of a nuclear explosion (3.4) than are residents of 
the Central US (2.5). 

 
Confidence and Trust in Government 

• Americans trust the CDC to give them accurate and reliable information (84%), and that doesn’t 
vary much by race, gender, region, or politics (nor has it varied much over the years). In contrast, 
only 63% of Americans polled trust FEMA to provide reliable and accurate information, less than 
a mayor (75%) or the sheriff or police commissioner (82%). 

• The least trusted source of information is the president at 49%, with more Americans trusting a 
TV medical correspondent (71%) to give them reliable information. Confidence in President 
Bush has declined steadily, from 65% in 2003 to 49% in 2007. By comparison, confidence in the 
CDC ranged from 82 – 84% over the same time period. (* Note: Preliminary figures in 2010 show 

the decline in trust in the position of president (49% in 2007 to 22% in 2010). 
• Most Americans would be persuaded to prepare for a public health emergency if influential 

sources include the sheriff or police commissioner (83%), the mayor (78%), FEMA (75%), and a 
TV medical correspondent (69%). 

• Over one-third of Americans believe that in the event of a catastrophic disaster, help would 
arrive to assist them within the hour (37%). Some Americans are even more optimistic regarding 
the speed of first response during a disaster: 55% of African-Americans, 51% of Latinos, and 
45% of big city residents believe help will arrive within the first hour after a disaster. Overall, 2-
thirds of the country believes that help will arrive within several hours of the disaster. 

• Confidence in government and in health care systems is increasing, although it remains lower 
than four years ago. The multi-year decline in confidence in the government to protect 
Americans from terrorist attacks, from a high of 62% in 2003 to a low of 42% in 2005, is 
improving, up to 54% (2007). The same can be said for confidence in the health care system to 
respond to biological, chemical, or nuclear attack: after having declined from 53% in 2002 to 
28% in 2006, it is now up to 36% (2007). (Note: Preliminary findings in 2010 indicate that despite the 
new Healthcare Bill only 30% have any confidence in it.) 
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The American Preparedness Project 2005 
The survey of 1,052 adults was conducted by the Marist College Institute for Public Opinion on October 12, 13 
and 17, 2005, and has a margin of error of plus or minus 3 percentage points. A similar poll was conducted in 
July 2005 as a follow-up to 2004 and 2003 studies to identify trends and public attitudes related to September 
11 and the war on terrorism and the country’s preparedness. 
 

Just 42% of Americans polled believe the government is capable of protecting their communities from a 
terrorist attack, the survey said. That figure, from Americans polled in October 2005, is down from 49% 
in July 2005, 53% in 2004, and 62% - a full 20 percentage points – from 2003. 

 

Only about one third (35%) of the American public is confident in the health care system’s readiness to 
respond effectively to a deadly flu pandemic. This is in line with the July 2005 finding of the public’s 
confidence (39%) in the health care system to respond efficiently to a biological, chemical, or 
badiological attack, as well as from 2004. It is down, however, from 46% in 2003 and 53% in 2002. 

 

Key survey results include: 
• 38% believe the federal government is most responsible for ensuring communities are prepared 

for a terrorist attack. However, another third (31%) believe local governments are and one-fifth 
(20%), believe it is state government.  

• However, when asked about natural disaster or emergency weather events, the responses are 
reversed. Just less than half (45%) believe local governments are most responsible for ensuring 
communities are prepared, with nearly a quarter (23%) saying state governments and less than 
one fifth (17%) saying federal government. 
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• Feelings about personal preparedness have gone unchanged from before Katrina. When asked 
if they felt personally prepared for a natural disaster or emergency weather event in their 
community, just over half (53%) described themselves as “prepared” or “very prepared” versus 
a third (35%) feel personally prepared for a terror attack in their community. 

• Despite an increased call for the public to prepare, only a third (34%) of the American public 
reports being familiar with emergency or evacuation plans in their community in the event of a 
natural disaster or emergency event. Additionally, over half (56%) would not evacuate their 
home or office to go to a distant location when ordered to do so in the event of a terror attack 
either because they would not leave or they would wait until concerns for children and loved 
ones are addressed. These figures are unchanged from before Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

• 44% said they would not leave if they lacked confidence in who is ordering them to evacuate. – 
an increase of 6% prior to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

 

Situational Awareness is the # 1 asset in a crisis in any situation; it is one of the greatest 
variables to our survivability quotient that is within our realm of control.   

 

To help you keep your Situational Awareness high, here are some links to assist you with staying 
aware of what is happening around you.  The more aware you are the less risk to you. 
 

Situational Awareness and You http://weebly-file/2/2/5/0/22509786/situational_awareness_and_you_new_sitge.pdf  

U.S. Hazard - Risk Map Links  (updated August 2011) See listing @ http://formerlynmurbanhomesteader.weebly.com/what-are-

the-risks.html    

What Threats & Risks?  4 Great Sites to Help Keep You 

Informed & Aware 

http://weebly-

file/2/2/5/0/22509786/4_great_sites_to_help_keep_you_informed_4_new_si

te.pdf  
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The following 3 tables contain the odds of occurrence (that I could find) that resulted in injury and or 
death; from alien invasion to various work & play incidents like dying from a drinking straw 
(perspective, remember perspective) …   

 

One table is in % per average Lifetime (75 years) or Century.  The other is the “1 in” odds per average 
Lifetime (75 years) or Century.  Both of these tables are sorted by the most likely to occur to the least 
likely to occur. 
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The third table is general information on the occurrences to date, of most of these various events. 
 
Fourth, for all of us ‘visual’ type people is a bunch of charts or graphics arranged kinda by date, on all 
kinds of things from risks, crime rates and trust, to cost of various past events, taxes, mortality causes 
and general economy; what state gets the most government funds, Federal Court districts, as well as 
time zones and the like. 

 
Fifth, are descriptions and links to 4 terrific sites that will keep you informed on all kinds of ‘threats’ 
from natural to manmade causes.  These sites provide up the hour, real time data. 

 

At the end of all of this is a table with links to all kinds of related information; including an Excel 
Workbook that has state by state rankings (2010) on the various characteristics Preppers look for (just 

in case you are looking to move or purchase a retreat). 
 
I know all these tables makes for a rather long document.  I have never known research to be quick 
or easy.  I’m helping you out here by sharing the results of all of my research to date.  So no matter 
how boring you find this, please remember that this is to assist you with the research part of your 
Possibility, Probability and Moderated Crisis Lists.  These tables will also be beneficial in putting all 
kinds of ‘concerns’ into perspective.  
 

I hope this helps and Good Luck  ;-} 
 

TNT 
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Odds of Occurring in Percentages per Lifetime or Century 
Event %   Comments Source 

Civilization Collapse, 

over population 

90  Leading Population Researcher: There is a 90% Chance Of “Collapse Of 

Global Civilization” headline of article on shtfplan.com in Oct 2011 by 

Marc Salvo and by a Stanford University News report of the same date. 

 

Paul Ralph Ehrlich, biologist and professor of population studies at 

Stanford University, predicted an overpopulation collapse of the world 

civilizations in his book, The Population Bomb (1968).  

 

The population of Earth has doubled since Paul Ehrlich first warned the 

world that there were too many humans. Three and a half billion 

people later, he is more pessimistic than ever, estimating there is only 

a 10% chance of avoiding a collapse of global civilization by this 

generation or a 90% chance of seeing it. 

http://www.shtfplan.com/headline-

news/leading-population-researcher-there-is-a-

90-chance-of-collapse-of-global-

civilization_10252011  

http://news.stanford.edu/news/2011/october/

qanda-paul-ehrlich-102611.html  

 

Earthquake, New 

Madrid 

90  The probability for an earthquake of magnitude 6.0 or greater is 

significant in the near future, with a 50% chance by the year 2000 and 

a 90% chance by the year 2040. A quake with a magnitude equal to 

that of the 1811- 1812 quakes could result in great loss of life and 

property damage in the billions of dollars. Scientists believe we could 

be overdue for a large earthquake and through research and public 

awareness may be able to prevent such losses. 

… the Eastern and Midwestern states also face ground shaking of 

colossal proportions, repetitions of such known upheavals as the 1886 

http://hsv.com/genlintr/newmadrd/ 
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Odds of Occurring in Percentages per Lifetime or Century 
Event %   Comments Source 

Charleston, S.C., quake, the 1755 Boston quake, and the Jamaica Bay 

quake hundreds of years ago on New York's Long Island. The 

granddaddy of them all was the 1811-1812 series of three great 

quakes on the New Madrid Fault (halfway between St. Louis and 

Memphis beneath the Mississippi), which shook the entire United 

States. The next time the New Madrid Fault produces such a quake, it 

is estimated 60 percent of Memphis will be devastated, leaving $50 

Billion in damage and thousands of dead in its wake. Memphis, you 

see - like Armenia - has looked down the barrel of a loaded seismic gun 

for decades, but has done virtually nothing to move out of the 

crosshairs. 

 

Crime, household 

burglary 

82 - 93 From a 1987 report using figures compiled by the Government's 

National Crime Survey from 1975 through 1984: 

Almost 3 out of 4 households will be burglarized at least once in 

a 20-year period, and theft without forcible entry will occur in 9 

out of 10 homes. Urban households have a 93 percent of being 

burglarized, and rural homes 82 percent. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/09/us/83-

to-be-victims-of-crime-violence.html 

Lifetime Likelihood of Victimization Mar 1987 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/104274.pdf  

 

WHO GETS VICTIMIZED Mar 1999 

http://www.rri.wvu.edu/pdffiles/krejny.pdf  
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Odds of Occurring in Percentages per Lifetime or Century 
Event %   Comments Source 

  

Crime, Violent 51  In a 1987 report using figures compiled by the Government's 

National Crime Survey from 1975 through 1984, calculated odds 

for the first time an individual's chance of becoming a victim of 

violent crime in his or her lifetime. 

83%  of 12-year-old children in the United States will be victims or intended 

victims of violent crimes at least once in their lifetimes 

51%  will be victims of such crimes more than once. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/09/us/83-

to-be-victims-of-crime-violence.html 

Lifetime Likelihood of Victimization Mar 1987 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/104274.pdf  

 

WHO GETS VICTIMIZED Mar 1999 

http://www.rri.wvu.edu/pdffiles/krejny.pdf  

Terrorist Attack 50  Estimating The Historical And Future Probabilities Of Large Terrorist 

Events Sept 1 2012 a good report by the physics department of Cornell 

University, that states that due to human unpredictability it is about a 

50-50 chance of a large terrorist attack in the next 10 years. 

http://arxiv.org/abs/1209.0089  

http://arxiv.org/pdf/1209.0089v1.pdf  

Pandemic, Flu 10  It might not be swine flu or H1N1, but flu researchers say a deadly 

pandemic is not a case of if, but when. Our generation is generally 

unaware of how bad the pandemic of 1918 was - it killed 50 million 

people. It was the number one cause of death amongst soldiers in 

WW1. Being killed by the enemy came second.  

Possibility this century 10 

Possibility in 2012 6 

Could Ancients Predict It? 1 

TOTAL  17 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Space Weather, CME- 

Coronal Mass 

Ejection 

10  A CME was behind the solar storm of 1859. It occurred in September 

of that year, causing the failure of telegraph systems across North 

America and Europe. Accompanying the storm were auroras that are 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 
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Odds of Occurring in Percentages per Lifetime or Century 
Event %   Comments Source 

normally only seen in the Arctic and Antarctic, but were visible as far 

south as the Caribbean. Typically we would expect a storm of 1859's 

magnitude cause power blackouts and wreck satellites. But do we 

really know how big they can get? In 2009 NASA told us to be wary of 

solar storms, and warned of the dangers to America's ancient 

overloaded power grid. Being without power for a few months, in the 

developed world, is a lot more serious than most people realise. 

 

Possibility this century 10 

Possibility in 2012 8 

Could Ancients Predict It? 6 

TOTAL  24 

Techno, Rise of the 

Machines  

10  Somewhere between Terminator and I Robot is an easy prediction: 

robots one day will have the capacity to rule the world. Are we stupid 

enough to allow it to happen? 

 

Possibility this century 10 

Possibility in 2012 2 

Could Ancients Predict It? 2 

TOTAL  14 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

War, Nuclear  / WW3 

/ Biological War 

10  Although the Cold War is over, and fewer bunkers are being built, the 

threat is still very real. Tensions between the Koreas, and India & 

Pakistan are worrisome, as are the huge bunkers that the Russians 

have built. The Yamantau complex is large enough to protect 60,000 

people! 

 

Possibility this century 10 

Possibility in 2012 5 

Could Ancients Predict It? 2 

TOTAL  17 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Climate, Global 

Warming 

9  It will only take an increase of a couple of degrees to make life very 

difficult for most humans. Luckily for us, it is unlikely to wipe us out as 

early as 2012. 

 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 
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Odds of Occurring in Percentages per Lifetime or Century 
Event %   Comments Source 

Possibility this century 9 

Possibility in 2012 3 

Could Ancients Predict It? 2 

TOTAL  14 

Space Weather, 

Asteroid/Meteor/Co

met 

9  ancient, advanced civilisations have one distinct advantage over us - 

they may have observed the skies for longer, and may have spotted an 

orbit that will culminate in a collision with Earth in 2012. This is easily 

the most predictable disaster for 2012. With recent discussion of "dark 

comets", we have become aware of the possibility of our planet being 

struck with little or no warning. 

 

Possibility this century 9 

Possibility in 2012 8 

Could Ancients Predict It? 10 

TOTAL  27 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Techno, 

Nanotechnology 

9  While this might have health concerns when used in everyday 

products (ie sunscreen), the doomsday risk is when self-replicating 

little thingies are developed. Search for "grey goo". Fortunately 2012 

seems too soon for some mad scientist to let the goo loose. 

 

Possibility this century 9 

Possibility in 2012 2 

Could Ancients Predict It? 1 

TOTAL  12 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

GM- Genetic 

Modification 

8  We blindly take vaccinations, and we might be sheep when it comes to 

"gene therapy" as well. Our desire to live longer might just be our 

undoing. 

 

Possibility this century 8 

Possibility in 2012 3 

Could Ancients Predict It? 1 

TOTAL  12 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 
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Odds of Occurring in Percentages per Lifetime or Century 
Event %   Comments Source 

Nuclear Accident 8  Nothing is foolproof. We've had such accidents in the past, and a 

bigger accident is totally possible. Hard for the ancients to predict, 

though. 

Possibility this century 8 

Possibility in 2012 2 

Could Ancients Predict It? 1 

TOTAL  11 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Space Weather, Black 

Hole Explosion at the 

center of our galaxy 

8  In 1983 Dr Paul LaViolette described the dangers of a Galactic core 

explosion. He explained that it would generate a cosmic ray 

superwave, and it would be signalled by a gamma ray burst. He also 

warned us that a gravity wave might travel ahead of the superwave. If 

seems likely that the 2004 tsunami was caused by a gravity wave, 

because the accompanying GRB arrived just 21 hours later, and was 

the brightest ever observed, 100 times brighter than any other seen in 

recorded history. This gravity wave did not come from our galactic 

center, but if it had, perhaps the effects would have been much worse.  

Possibility this century 8 

Possibility in 2012 7 

Could Ancients Predict It? 6 

TOTAL  21 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Space Weather, 

Cosmic Rays 

8  scientists have yet to work out where most high-energy cosmic rays 

come from. Either an increase striking our atmosphere, or a weakening 

of our shields, will let in more cosmic rays. They are already zipping 

through your body every second, and they could end up being our 

silent killers. As one example of their danger, airlines do not let 

pregnant women work on their inter-continental routes, because of 

the increased exposure to cosmic rays at those heights. 

 

Possibility this century 8 

Possibility in 2012 6 

Could Ancients Predict It? 3 

TOTAL  17 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 
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Odds of Occurring in Percentages per Lifetime or Century 
Event %   Comments Source 

Earthquake, New 

Madrid 

7 - 10 7 to 10 percent chance, in the next 50 years, of a repeat of a major 

earthquake like those that occurred in 1811-1812, which likely had 

magnitudes of between 7.5 and 8.0.  

There is a 25 to 40 percent chance, in a 50-year time span, of a 

magnitude 6.0 or greater earthquake.  

http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID

=215 

 

Alien Invasion 7  No evidence, but plenty of believers!  If aliens are the creators of crop 

circles, then one would expect the circles to be a warning of sorts.  

Possibility this century 7 

Possibility in 2012 6 

Could Ancients Predict It? 7 

TOTAL  20 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Apocalypse/Armaged

don, Religious   

7  Armageddon or rapture, or "judgement day".  Most religions predict 

such a day. Conspiracy theorists suggest that many world leaders have 

apocalyptic beliefs, and may even be attempting to cause Biblical 

prophecy to be fulfilled in 2012 via their actions. If it helps, the Bible 

says “But of that day and hour knoweth no one, not even the angels of 

heaven, neither the Son, but the Father only.” But then again, maybe 

God changed his mind since the Bible was written, and told some 

people the date of the apocalypse? Maybe he told the ancient 

Mayans? (ha, ha) Possibilities could be argued ad infinitum 

Possibility this century 6 

Possibility in 2012 6 

Could Ancients Predict It? 8 

TOTAL  20 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Space Weather, GBR-

Gamma Ray Burst 

7  A 2004 study told us that a GRB from a distance of just one kiloparsec 

could destroy half of Earth's ozone layer. It suggests that historical 

mass extinctions may have been caused by GRBs. NASA explains how 

"gamma-ray radiation from a relatively nearby star explosion, hitting 

the Earth for only ten seconds, could deplete up to half of the 

atmosphere's protective ozone layer. Recovery could take at least five 

years. With the ozone layer damaged, ultraviolet radiation from the 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 
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Odds of Occurring in Percentages per Lifetime or Century 
Event %   Comments Source 

Sun could kill much of the life on land and near the surface of oceans 

and lakes, and disrupt the food chain."  

Possibility this century 7 

Possibility in 2012 7 

Could Ancients Predict It? 5 

TOTAL  19 

Volcano, Super 7  these are real, they have caused great catastrophes in the past, and 

we have no idea when the next eruption will be. Some believe 

Yellowstone could explode again soon, as it has been exhibiting signs 

of unrest, with earthquake swarms, ground deformation and 

considerable heat and gas emissions. It it did erupt, expect half of the 

USA to be wiped out, and major variations in global climate for many 

years. For more information, watch documentaries by the BBC and 

Discovery Channel, and read my online article on SuperVolcanoes.  

Possibility this century 7 

Possibility in 2012 4 

Could Ancients Predict It? 5 

TOTAL  16 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Climate, Ice Age 6  Right now the buzz is about "global warming", yet a mere thirty years 

ago we were worried about an impending Ice Age. There is evidence 

that parts of our climate system work more like a switch than a dial, 

and if a certain level of temperature is reached, it may cause what is 

known as "abrupt climate change". See the movie "The Day After 

Tomorrow" for how it might work. 

 

Possibility this century 6 

Possibility in 2012 1 

Could Ancients Predict It? 2 

TOTAL  9 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Pole Shift, Physical-

Crustal Displacement 

6  a physical pole shift. The mechanism is not understood, and most 

theories are just wild guesses. However it seems quite likely we had 

one 12,000 years ago, and what goes around, comes around. Charles 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 
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Event %   Comments Source 

Hapgood provided substantial evidence for a pole shift at that time, 

and Allan and Delair have added to it in their book Cataclysm!: 

Compelling Evidence of a Cosmic Catastrophe in 9500 B.C. Take into 

account that Albert Einstein endorsed Hapgood's ideas, and we have 

something to worry about. 

 

Possibility this century 6 

Possibility in 2012 6 

Could Ancients Predict It? 6 

TOTAL  18 

Techno, Time Travel 

Error 

6  Someone from the future ventures into our past and causes a conflict 

in the time-space continuum... if it causes us harm in 2012, maybe 

someone managed to zip back in time and warn the ancients of it? 

Possibility this century 6 

Possibility in 2012 3 

Could Ancients Predict It? 4 

TOTAL  13 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Space Weather, 

Nearby Supernova 

5  Experts say that no supernova candidates are close enough to harm 

us. But how many supernovas have they observed? This is where, after 

the fact, scientists proclaim "but of course!" 

 

Possibility this century 5 

Possibility in 2012 4 

Could Ancients Predict It? 3 

TOTAL  12 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 

 

Large Hadron Collider 1  Scientists tinkering with something they think they understand the 

risks of, but what if there's a 0.000001% chance their black hole 

calculations are wrong? Is it worth the risk? Originally we were told by 

CERN scientists that it was impossible for a black hole (that might 

gobble up the entire planet) to be created by the LHC, because it 

"would decay before it had the chance to do any damage". This has 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 
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recently been updated to "the growth of black holes to catastrophic 

size does not seem possible.” 

Possibility this century 1 

Possibility in 2012 1 

Could Ancients Predict It? 0 

TOTAL  2 

Plague .167  . 167 chance of happening, or a .833 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

Civilization Collapse, 

Global depression 

.1  .1 chance of happening, or a .9 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

Climate, Global 

Warming 

.1  .1 chance of happening, or a .9 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

War, Nuclear .1  .1 chance of happening, or a .9 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

Civilization Collapse - 

Economic collapse, 

global 

.05  .05 chance of happening, or a .95 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

Volcanism .04  .04 chance of happening, or a .96 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 
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Disaster, Natural .03 0.03% or 1 in 3,357. There is actually a better chance of dying from a 

fire or by suicide. 

http://thelongestlistofthelongeststuffatthelong

estdomainnameatlonglast.com/odds20.html 

Climate, Ice Age .006  .006 chance of happening, or a .994 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

Space Weather, 

Asteroid, Cosmic 

Impact 

.005  .005 chance of happening, or a .995 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occurring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

Volcano, Yellowstone .00014  Although it is possible, scientists are not convinced that there will ever 

be another catastrophic eruption at Yellowstone. Given Yellowstone's 

past history, the yearly probability of another caldera-forming 

eruption could be calculated as 1 in 730,000 or 0.00014%. However, 

this number is based simply on averaging the two intervals between 

the three major past eruptions at Yellowstone — this is hardly enough 

to make a critical judgment. This probability is roughly similar to that 

of a large (1 kilometer) asteroid hitting the Earth. Moreover, 

catastrophic geologic events are neither regular nor predictable. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/blog/2009/j

an/06/supervolcano-volcano-yellowstone-

earthquake 

 

Space Weather, Solar 

System Falls Apart 

(butterfly effect) 

0  To the best of our knowledge, everything is OK for a long, long time. 

However simulations have shown how Mercury could cause Earth and 

Mars to collide a few billion years from now. But throw a stray comet 

or Planet X into the mix, and our solar system could turn into a 

catastrophic pinball machine any old time. 

Possibility this century 0 

Possibility in 2012 0 

Could Ancients Predict It? 4 

TOTAL  4 

http://survive2012.com/index.php/2012possibil

ities.html 
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Odds of Event Occurring  “1 in” Per Lifetime or Century 
Type of Event 1 in  Comments Source 

Crime, Theft 1 From a 1987 report using figures compiled by the Government's 

National Crime Survey from 1975 through 1984: 

 

Nearly everyone will be the victim of a personal theft at least once, 

and 87 percent will be personal theft victims three or more times. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/09/us/83-to-be-

victims-of-crime-violence.html 

Lifetime Likelihood of Victimization Mar 1987 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/104274.pdf  

 

WHO GETS VICTIMIZED Mar 1999 

http://www.rri.wvu.edu/pdffiles/krejny.pdf  

Transportation 

accident, fatal 

2.29 1 in 2.29 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Transportation-Accidents/Odds/The-odds-an-

accidental-death-will-be-due-to-a-transportation-

accident-are-1-in-2.29-US-1999-2006  

Crime, Firearm, fatal 

to a while male 20-54 

2.47 1 in 2.47 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Accidental-Deaths/Odds/The-odds-a-fatal-

firearms-accident-will-occur-to-a-white-man-20-54-

are-1-in-2.47-US-1999-2005  

Flood 2.5 1 in 2.5  as a US Federally Declared Disaster 

In 2008 alone, 52 disasters involved flooding.  

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 
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Weather Severe 

Storm 

2.87 As a US Federally Declared Disaster 

Going hand in hand with flooding are severe storms: the odds a 

disaster is a severe storm are 1 in 2.87.  

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 

 

Fire, household 

reported 

4 A Few Facts at the Household Level-the Odds in a lifetime, a report 

published by National Fire Protection Association NFPA in Jul 2009. 

Chances your household will have a reported home fire in an average 

lifetime: 1 in 4 

Most of these will be small fires resulting in little or no damage and 

will not be reported to a fire department, but even a trivial fire causes 

at least some temporary anxiety.  
Your household has a one in four chance of having a home fire large enough 

to be reported to a fire department during an average lifetime.  

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/OS.Hous

ehold.pdf  

http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryI

D=2456&itemID=55593&URL=Research/Statistic

al%20reports/Overall%20fire%20statistics/ 

Fire, household 5 A Few Facts at the Household Level-the Odds in a lifetime, a report 

published by National Fire Protection Association NFPA in Jul 2009. 

Number of home fires your household can expect in an average 

lifetime: 5 
Households can expect to average a home fire every 15 years or five fires in 

an average lifetime. (Life expectancy now averages 78 years in the U.S., 

according to the Statistical Abstract.)  

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/OS.Hous

ehold.pdf  

http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryI

D=2456&itemID=55593&URL=Research/Statistic

al%20reports/Overall%20fire%20statistics/ 

Crime, vehicle theft 5 From a 1987 report using figures compiled by the Government's 

National Crime Survey from 1975 through 1984: 

One out of 5 households will have an automobile stolen, but the odds 

drop to 1 in 10 in rural areas. Urban households face a 27 percent 

chance of auto theft in a 20-year period. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/09/us/83-to-be-

victims-of-crime-violence.html 

Lifetime Likelihood of Victimization Mar 1987 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/104274.pdf  

 

WHO GETS VICTIMIZED Mar 1999 

http://www.rri.wvu.edu/pdffiles/krejny.pdf  

Crime, Rape and 

Sexual Assault 

6 Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

Only about 19 percent of rapes against women and 13 percent of rapes 

against men are reported to police. (U.S. Department of Justice and the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Extent, Nature, and 

Consequences of Rape Victimization — January 2006)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 

 



What are the odds? - Continued 

35 | P a g e  

 

Odds of Event Occurring  “1 in” Per Lifetime or Century 
Type of Event 1 in  Comments Source 

Persons age 18 or older experience an average of more than 987,000 rapes 

per year. (U.S. Department of Justice and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Rape Victimization — 

January 2006)  

The single most often reason cited by women for not reporting rape is “fear 

of rapist.” (U.S. Department of Justice and the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Rape Victimization — 

January 2006)  

One in every 6 women and one in every 33 men have been raped at some 

point of their life. (U.S. Department of Justice and the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Rape 

Victimization — January 2006)  

Epidemic, deadly 6 1 in 6 chance 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied 

the figures in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 

0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one 

catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silveira57.

html 

Illness,  Heart Disease 6 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Heart disease 1 in 6 

 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Illness,  Cancer 7 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Cancer 1 in 7 

 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Weather, Tornado 7.77 1 in 7.77 as a US Federally Declared Disaster http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 

Space,Weather Solar 

Storm 

8 1 in 8 odds of catastrophic solar storm within 10 years 

 
There’s a greater than 10 percent chance of another Carrington-type event 

happening in the next 10 years was surprising to Riley,  who published his 

scary estimate in Space Weather on 23 Feb 2012. 

http://iceagenow.info/2012/03/1-8-odds-

catastrophic-solar-storm-10-years/ 

 

Fire, household injury 10 A Few Facts at the Household Level-the Odds in a lifetime, a report 

published by National Fire Protection Association NFPA in Jul 2009. 

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/OS.Hous

ehold.pdf  
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Chances that someone in your household will suffer a fire injury in an 

average lifetime:  1 in 10 
Someone in your household also has a one in ten chance of suffering a fire 

injury in a home fire an average lifetime. More likely than not, this will be a 

minor injury suffered in a fire that you did not report to the fire department. 

You might not even remember the injury a month after it happened. 

http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryI

D=2456&itemID=55593&URL=Research/Statistic

al%20reports/Overall%20fire%20statistics/ 

Weather, hurricane 

or tropical storm 

10.26 1 in 10.26   as a US Federally Declared Disaster http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 

Crime, Rape 12 From a 1987 report using figures compiled by the Government's 

National Crime Survey from 1975 through 1984: 

One out of every 12 women will be the victim of a rape or attempted 

rape. The rate for black women is 1 out of 9. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/09/us/83-to-be-

victims-of-crime-violence.html 

Lifetime Likelihood of Victimization Mar 1987 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/104274.pdf  

 

WHO GETS VICTIMIZED Mar 1999 

http://www.rri.wvu.edu/pdffiles/krejny.pdf 

Crime, Identity Theft 18.22 1 in 1.52 (66%) of us worry about this digital-age crime, and with good 

reason: the odds a household will be a victim of identity theft in a 

year are 1 in 18.22—over 5%. 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Relationships-

Society/Crime-Punishment/Articles/A0397-Murder-

Most-Foul-Or-Most-Rare-Crime-Worry 

 

Space Weather CME, 

towards Earth 

19 What are the odds that a CME is directed towards Earth? 593/11031 = 

0.054 odds = 1 in 19 

http://spacemath.gsfc.nasa.gov/weekly/3Page27.pdf 

 

Mortality, All External 

Causes of 

24 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

All External Causes of Mortality 1 in 24 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm 

Volcano, climate 

altering 

25 1 in 25 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied the figures 

in the last column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 0.55 — or 55%. 

Subtracting that from 100% left a 45% chance of at least one catastrophic event occuring in the 

next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silveira57.

html 

Illness,  Stroke 29 

 

Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Stroke 1 in 29 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Injuries, 

Unintentional 

(Accidental) 

37 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Deaths Due to Unintentional (Accidental) Injuries 1 in 37 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fall, accidental fatal 

fall from a chair 

44.49 1 in 44.49 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Accidental-Deaths/Odds/The-odds-the-known-
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location-of-a-fatal-accidental-fall-will-be-from-a-

chair-are-1-in-44.49-US-1999-2006  

Weather, Typhoons 54.12 1 in 54.12 as a US Federally Declared Disaster  rarer than an Atlantic 

hurricane or tropical storm.  Most typhoons recorded by FEMA 

involved American territories in the Pacific, like Guam, the Marianas 

Islands, American Samoa, etc. Only one typhoon, Iwa, hit Hawaii in 

1982. 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 

 

Weather, Drought 60 1 in 60 as a US Federally Declared Disaster http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 

 
Non-transport 

Unintentional 

(Accidental) Injuries 

70 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Non-transport Unintentional (Accidental) Injuries 1 in 70 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation  77 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Transport Accidents 1 in 77 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fire, household 

reported injury 

89 A Few Facts at the Household Level-the Odds in a lifetime, a report 

published by National Fire Protection Association NFPA in Jul 2009. 

Chances that someone in your household will suffer an injury in a 

reported fire in an average lifetime:  1 in 89 
About one out of nine of these injuries will occur in a reported home fire, 

which means someone in your household has a one in 89 chance of suffering 

a fire injury in a reported home fire in an average lifetime. 

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/OS.Hous

ehold.pdf  

http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryI

D=2456&itemID=55593&URL=Research/Statistic

al%20reports/Overall%20fire%20statistics/ 
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Transportation, 

Motor vehicle 

incidents  

98 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Motor vehicle incidents 1 in 98 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Intentional self-harm 109 

 

Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Intentional self-harm 1 in 109 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Earthquake 115 1 in 115 as a US Federally Declared Disaster http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 

Intentional  Self-harm  122 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Intentional self-harm 1 in 122 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

poisoning by and 

exposure to noxious 

substances, Accident, 

Unintentional 

126 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012 National Safety Council 

Unintentional poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances 1 in 

126 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Crime, murder 133 From a 1987 report using figures compiled by the Government's 

National Crime Survey from 1975 through 1984: 

 

One out of every 133 Americans will become a murder victim. Among 

black men, the estimate is dramatically higher: 1 out of 30. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/09/us/83-to-be-

victims-of-crime-violence.html 

Lifetime Likelihood of Victimization Mar 1987 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/104274.pdf  

 

WHO GETS VICTIMIZED Mar 1999 

http://www.rri.wvu.edu/pdffiles/krejny.pdf  

Falls, Accident  163 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Falls 1 in 163 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Crime, vehicle theft 187.3 1 in 2.13 of us worry about our car being stolen or broken into. The 

actual odds of car theft in a year? Nationwide, just 1 in 187.3. 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Relationships-

Society/Crime-Punishment/Articles/A0397-Murder-

Most-Foul-Or-Most-Rare-Crime-Worry 

Transportation, Other 

and unspecified land 

transport accidents 

212 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Other and unspecified land transport accidents 1 in 212 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Crime, Assault 214 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Assault 1 in 214 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Intentional  Self-

harm, firearm 

216 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Intentional self-harm by firearm 1 in 216 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Transportation, Other 

and unspecified land 

transport accidents, 

Other and 

unspecified person 

226 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Other and unspecified land transport accidents, Other and unspecified 

person 1 in 226 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, Car 

occupant 

242 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Car occupant 1 in 242 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

 

Falls 269 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Falls 1 in 269 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Poisoning, Accidental 

by exposure to 

noxious substances 

281 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances 1 in 281 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Crime, Assault by 

firearm  

321 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Assault by firearm 1 in 321 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Crime, Assault by 

firearm 

331 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Assault by firearm 1 in 331 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, Car 

occupant  

368 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Car occupant 1 in 368 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 
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Terrorism 394.3 1 in 394.3  as a US Federally Declared Disaster  According to FEMA, 

only 7 disaster declarations have fallen under the label of Terrorism: 4 

for the events of September 11th, 2 for the Oklahoma City bombing, 

and 1 for the 1993 World Trade Center explosion. 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 

 

Poisoning  by 

Accidental travel 

exposure to other 

and unspecified 

factors and sequelae 

473 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental travel exposure to other and unspecified factors and 

sequelae 1 in 473 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fall, Other and 

unspecified fall 

490 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Fall, Other and unspecified fall 1 in 490 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Poisoning, Accidental 

by Narcotics and 

psychodysleptics 

[hallucinogens] n.e.c. 

583 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances, Narcotics 

and psychodysleptics [hallucinogens] n.e.c. 1 in 583 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Pedestrian, Injury 610 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Pedestrian 1 in 610 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Intentional  Self-

harm, hanging, 

strangulation, and 

suffocation 

629 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Intentional self-harm by hanging, strangulation, and suffocation 1 in 

629 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Breathing, Accidental 

threats to 

634 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental threats to breathing 1 in 634 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Pedestrian, Accident 701 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012 National Safety Council 

Pedestrian 1 in 701 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Poisoning, Event of 

undetermined intent 

737 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Event of undetermined intent, Poisoning 1 in 1,400 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Poisoning, Intentional  

Self-harm 

737 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Intentional self-poisoning 1 in 737 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Work & Play, Fishing, 

deep  sea 

750 The occupational risk of being killed in deep-sea fishing is one in 750.  

 

http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

Transportation, 

Motorcycle rider  

761 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Motorcycle rider 1 in 761 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Poisoning, Accidental 

by Other and 

unspecified drugs 

medicaments and 

biologicals 

763 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances, Other 

and unspecified drugs medicaments and biologicals 1 in 763 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Crime, Assault by 

Other and 

unspecified means 

and sequelae 

861 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Assault by Other and unspecified means and sequelae 1 in 861 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Event of 

undetermined intent 

937 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Event of undetermined intent 1 in 937 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

 

Crime, Sexual Assault 1,008 1 in 5.26 of us worry about this terrifying crime. 1 in 541.1 women 

actually become victims of rape or sexual assault in a year (1 in 1,008 

people overall). 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Relationships-

Society/Crime-Punishment/Articles/A0397-Murder-

Most-Foul-Or-Most-Rare-Crime-Worry 

 

Drowning and 

submersion, 

Accidental 

1,028 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental drowning and submersion 1 in 1,028 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Fire, Exposure to 

smoke, fire and 

flames 

1,060 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to smoke, fire and flames 1 in 1,060 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, 

Occupant of pick-up 

truck or van 

1,095 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of pick-up truck or van 1 in 1,095 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Drowning and 

submersion, 

Accidental 

1,103 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Accidental drowning and submersion 1 in 1,103 

 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Threat to breathing 

due to Inhalation and 

ingestion of other 

objects causing 

obstruction of 

respiratory tract 

1,123 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental suffocation and strangulation, Inhalation and ingestion of 

other objects causing obstruction of respiratory tract 1 in 1,123 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Medical and Surgical 

Care and sequelae, 

complications of 

1,170 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Complications of medical and surgical care and sequelae 1 in 1,170 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fire, Uncontrolled 

fire in building or 

structure 

1,290 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Uncontrolled fire in building or structure 1 in 1,290 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to 

inanimate 

mechanical forces 

1,293 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces 1 in 1,293 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, 

Motorcycle rider 

1,295 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Motorcycle rider 1 in 1,295 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fire, Exposure to 

smoke, fire and 

flames  

1,344 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Exposure to smoke, fire, and flames 1 in 1,344 

 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

tsunami 1,380 1 in 1,380 as a US Federally Declared Disaster http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Articles/A0327-

Federally-Declared-Disasters-Just-What-Does-It-Take 
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Intentional  Self-

harm, Other and 

unspecified means 

and sequelae 

1,615 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Intentional self-harm by  Other and unspecified means and sequelae 1 

in 1,615 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fall, Other fall on 

same level 

1,899 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Fall, Other fall on same level 1 in 1,899 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Crime, Assault by 

sharp object 

1,983 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Assault by sharp object 1 in 1,983 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Drowning and 

submersion, Other 

and unspecified 

drowning and 

submersion 

2,488 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental drowning and submersion, Other and unspecified drowning 

and submersion 1 in 2,488 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

 
Fall on and from 

stairs and steps 

2,739 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Fall on and from stairs and steps 1 in 2,739 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to forces of 

nature 

2,927 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to forces of nature 1 in 2,927 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Drowning and 

submersion, while in 

or falling into natural 

water 

3,154 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Drowning and submersion while in or falling into natural water 1 in 

3,154 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Disaster, Natural 3,357 0.03% or 1 in 3,357. There is actually a better chance of dying from a 

fire or by suicide. 

http://thelongestlistofthelongeststuffatthelongestdo

mainnameatlonglast.com/odds20.html 
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Fall, accidental fatal 

fall from playground 

equipment 

3,759 1 in 3,759 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Accidental-Deaths/Odds/The-odds-the-known-

location-of-a-fatal-accidental-fall-will-be-from-

playground-equipment-are-1-in-3-759-US-1999-2006  

 

Struck by or striking 

against object 

4,082 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Struck by or striking against 

object 1 in 4,082 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, 

Pedalcyclist  

4,381 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Pedalcyclist 1 in 4,381 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Transportation, Air 

and space transport 

accidents 

4,608 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Air and space transport accidents 1 in 4,608 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Firearms discharge 4,613 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Firearms discharge 1 in 

4,613 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Threat to breathing 

due to  Inhalation 

and ingestion of food 

causing obstruction 

of respiratory tract 

4,812 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental suffocation and strangulation, Inhalation and ingestion of 

food causing obstruction of respiratory tract 1 in 4,812 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Weather, Exposure to 

excessive natural cold 

4,825 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to excessive natural cold 1 in 4,825 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Transportation, 

Pedalcyclist 

4,838 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Pedalcyclist 1 in 4,838 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation,  ATV 

Occupant of all-

terrain or other off-

road motor vehicle 

4,993 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of all-terrain or other off-road motor vehicle 1 in 4,993 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Poisoning, Accidental 

by Antiepileptic 

sedative-hypnotic 

antiparkinsonism and 

psychotropic drugs 

n.e.c 

5,085 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances, 

Antiepileptic sedative-hypnotic antiparkinsonism and psychotropic 

drugs n.e.c. 1 in 5,085 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fall, Other fall from 

one level to another 

5,211 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Fall, Other fall from one level to another 1 in 5,211 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Machinery, Contact 

with 

5,296 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Contact with machinery 1 in 

5,296 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fall involving bed, 

chair, other furniture  

5,508 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Fall involving bed, chair, other furniture 1 in 5,508 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Poisoning, Accidental 

by Gases and vapours 

5,674 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances, Gases 

and vapours 1 in 5,674 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation,  

Water 

5,683 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Water transport accidents 1 in 5,683 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Threat to breathing 

due to Other and 

unspecified threats to 

breathing 

6,007 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental threats to breathing, Other and unspecified threats to 

breathing 1 in 6,007 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Drowning and 

submersion, while in 

or falling into 

swimming-pool 

6,314 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Drowning and submersion while in or falling into swimming-pool 1 in 

6,314 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Event of 

undetermined intent, 

Other and 

unspecified means 

and sequelae 

6,325 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Event of undetermined intent, Other and unspecified means and 

sequelae 1 in 6,325 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fall on same level 

from slipping, 

tripping and 

stumbling 

6,336 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Fall on same level from slipping, tripping and stumbling 1 in 6,336 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

 
Firearms discharge , 

Accident 

6,609 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Firearms discharge 1 in 6,609 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Fall from out of or 

through building or 

structure 

7,075 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Fall from out of or through building or structure 1 in 7,075 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, Air 

and space transport 

incidents  

7,178 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Air and space transport incidents 1 in 7,178 

 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Transportation, Air 

and space transport 

7,218 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Air and space transport, Other and unspecified transport accidents and 

sequelae 1 in 7,218 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Work & Play, Mining, 

coal 

7,500 coal mining, it is one in 7,500 http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 
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Drowning 7,683 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Drowning 1 in 7,683 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation 

accident  - motor 

vehicle 

8,000 The chances of being killed in a car accident is one in 8,000. http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

 

 

Exposure to electric 

current, radiation, 

temperature, and 

pressure 

8,544 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to electric current, radiation, temperature, and pressure 1 in 

8,544 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fall on and from 

ladder or scaffolding 

8,689 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Fall on and from ladder or scaffolding 1 in 8,689 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Threat to breathing 

due to Inhalation of 

gastric contents 

9,372 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental suffocation and strangulation, Inhalation of gastric contents 

1 in 9,372 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, 

Occupant of heavy 

transport vehicle 

9,702 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of heavy transport vehicle 1 in 9,702 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Legal intervention 9,972 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Legal intervention 1 in 9,972 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Work & Play, 

Construction 

10,000 construction, this increases to one in 10,000 http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 
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Drowning and 

submersion, while in 

or falling into bath-

tub 

10,499 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Drowning and submersion while in or falling into bath-tub 1 in 10,499 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

suffocation and 

strangulation, 

Accidental , falling 

earth and other 

substances 

10,751 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Other accidental hanging and strangulation, falling earth and other 

substances 1 in 10,751 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

suffocation and 

strangulation, 

Accidental  in bed 

10,948 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental suffocation and strangulation in bed 1 in 10,948 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

poisoning, accidental 

Alcohol 

11,854 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances, Alcohol 1 

in 11,854 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Weather, Exposure to 

excessive natural 

heat 

11,894 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to excessive natural heat 1 in 11,894 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to Other 

and unspecified 

electric current 

12,095 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Other and unspecified electric current 1 in 12,095 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to electric 

current, radiation, 

temperature and 

pressure  

12,420 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Exposure to electric current, radiation, temperature, and pressure 1 in 

12,420 

 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Transportation, 

Occupant of special 

agricultural vehicle 

13,114 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of special agricultural vehicle 1 in 13,114 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Weather severe, 

Exposure to excessive 

natural heat  

13,217 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Exposure to excessive natural heat 1 in 13,217 

 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 
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firearm discharge 

during a Legal 

intervention  

13,259 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Legal intervention involving firearm discharge 1 in 13,259 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fire, Other and 

unspecified smoke 

fire and flames 

13,561 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to smoke, fire and flames, Other and unspecified smoke fire 

and flames 1 in 13,561 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Drowning and 

submersion, Event of 

undetermined intent 

15,498 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Event of undetermined intent, Drowning and submersion 1 in 15,498 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Firearm discharge , 

Event of 

undetermined intent  

15,565 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Event of undetermined intent, Firearm discharge 1 in 15,565 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to animate 

mechanical forces 

17,549 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to animate mechanical forces 1 in 17,549 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Crime, murder 18,690 Murder For this most final of all crimes, our worry seems egregiously 

out of proportion. 1 in 5.26 of us worry about being murdered, but the 

odds a person will be murdered in a year are just 1 in 18,690. 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Relationships-

Society/Crime-Punishment/Articles/A0397-Murder-

Most-Foul-Or-Most-Rare-Crime-Worry 

 

 

Transportation,  Car 

Accident 

19,000 1 in 19,000 http://reason.com/archives/2011/09/06/how-scared-

of-terrorism-should 
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Overexertion, travel 

and privation 

19,352 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Unintentional (Accidental) Injuries, Overexertion, travel and privation 

1 in 19,352 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Poisoning, Accidental 

by Nonopioid 

analgesics 

antipyretics and 

antirheumatics 

20,341 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances, 

Nonopioid analgesics antipyretics and antirheumatics 1 in 20,341 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Explosion of other 

materials 

21,437 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Explosion of other materials 

1 in 21,437 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Work & Play, Water, 

Other and 

unspecified injuries 

21,830 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Water, Other and unspecified injuries 1 in 21,830 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Work & Play, 

Football, playing 

25,000 The risk of dying while playing a game of football is one in 25,000. http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

Weather, Cataclysmic 

storm 

29,196 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Cataclysmic storm 1 in 29,196 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Fire, Ignition or 

melting of other 

clothing and apparel 

30,863 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Ignition or melting of other clothing and apparel 1 in 30,863 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Poisoning, Accidental 

by Other and 

unspecified chemicals 

and noxious 

substances 

31,965 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental poisoning by and exposure to noxious substances, Other 

and unspecified chemicals and noxious substances 1 in 31,965 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

heat and hot 

substances, Contact 

with 

32,546 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Contact with heat and hot substances 1 in 32,546 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Hanging, 

strangulation, and 

suffocation, Event of 

undetermined intent 

34,424 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Event of undetermined intent, Hanging, strangulation, and suffocation 

1 in 34,424 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to Electric 

transmission lines 

36,162 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Electric transmission lines 1 in 36,162 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animal  rider or 

occupant of animal-

drawn vehicle 

36,908 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Animal rider or occupant of animal-drawn vehicle 1 in 36,908 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Caught between 

objects 

42,620 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, 1 in 42,620 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animals , venomous 

animals and plants 

44,751 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Contact with venomous animals and plants 1 in 44,751 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

sharp objects, 

Contact with 

44,751 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Contact with sharp objects 1 

in 44,751 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

fire, smoke, and 

flames  exposure, 

Event of 

undetermined intent  

47,106 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Event of undetermined intent, Exposure to smoke, fire, and flames 1 in 

47,106 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Fire, Uncontrolled 

fire not in building or 

structure 

52,648 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Uncontrolled fire not in building or structure 1 in 52,648 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animal, Bitten or 

struck by other 

mammals 

55,078 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to animate mechanical forces, Bitten or struck by other 

mammals 1 in 55,078 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fire, Ignition of highly 

flammable material 

55,078 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Ignition of highly flammable material 1 in 55,078 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Threat to breathing 

due to cave-in 

55,938 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental suffocation and strangulation, Threat to breathing due to 

cave-in 1 in 55,938 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

 
Struck by or against 

another person 

58,689 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to animate mechanical forces , Struck by or against another 

person 1 in 58,689 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Contact with Other 

and unspecified heat 

and hot substances 

65,092 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Contact with heat and hot substances, Other and unspecified heat and 

hot substances 1 in 65,092 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Falling, jumping, or 

pushed from a high 

65,092 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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place , Event of 

undetermined intent  

Event of undetermined intent, Falling, jumping, or pushed from a high 

place 1 in 65,092 

hot tap-water, 

Contact with 

65,092 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Contact with hot tap-water 1 in 65,092 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animal-Insect,  

hornets, wasps and 

bees 

66,297 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Contact with hornets, wasps and bees 1 in 66,297 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fire, Controlled fire in 

building or structure 

71,601 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Controlled fire in building or structure 1 in 71,601 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Weather, Lightning 71,601 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Lightning 1 in 71,601 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Weather, Cataclysmic 

storm 

73,062 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Cataclysmic storm 1 in 73,062 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animal-Insect, 

Contact with hornets, 

wasps and bees  

79,842 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012 National Safety Council 

Contact with hornets, wasps, and bees 1 in 79,842 

 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Exposure to forces of 

nature,  other and 

unspecified forces of 

nature 

87,318 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to forces of nature,  other and unspecified forces of nature 1 

in 87,318 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to 

inanimate 

mechanical forces, 

Other and 

unspecified 

inanimate 

mechanical forces 

96,758 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Other and unspecified 

inanimate mechanical forces 1 in 96,758 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, 

Occupant of special 

construction vehicle 

96,758 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of special construction vehicle 1 in 96,758 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Earthquake and other 

earth movements  

97,807 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Earthquake and other earth movements 1 in 97,807 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Fire – building, lethal 99,000 1 in 99,000 http://reason.com/archives/2011/09/06/how-scared-

of-terrorism-should 

Foreign body 

entering through skin 

or natural orifice 

99,446 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Foreign body entering 

through skin or natural orifice 1 in 99,446 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Earthquake and other 

earth movements 

102,287 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Earthquake and other earth movements 1 in 102,287 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animal,  Alligator 

attack, fatal 

104,600 

 

1 in 104,600 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Accidental-Deaths/Odds/The-odds-an-

accidental-death-will-be-due-to-being-bitten-or-

struck-by-an-alligator-are-1-in-104-600-US-1999-

2005  

Legal execution  111,779 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Legal execution 1 in 111,779 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Animal, Bitten or 

crushed by other 

reptiles 

115,486 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to animate mechanical forces, Bitten or crushed by other 

reptiles 1 in 115,486 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Explosion and 

rupture of 

pressurized devices 

119,335 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  



What are the odds? - Continued 

55 | P a g e  

 

Odds of Event Occurring  “1 in” Per Lifetime or Century 
Type of Event 1 in  Comments Source 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Explosion and rupture of 

pressurized devices 1 in 119,335 

Transportation, 

Occupant of railway 

train or railway 

vehicle 

119,335 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of railway train or railway vehicle 1 in 119,335 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fire, Controlled fire 

not in building or 

structure 

123,450 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Controlled fire not in building or structure 1 in 123,450 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Weather, Lightning  134,906 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Lightning 1 in 134,906 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

 

Animal, Bitten or 

struck by dog 

137,694 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to animate mechanical forces, Bitten or struck by dog 1 in 

137,694 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animal  attack, Bitten 

or struck by a dog  

144,899 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012 National Safety Council 

Bitten or struck by dog 1 in 144,899 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Work & Play, Service 

Industries 

150,000 service industries (police, fire, rescue, medical), it is one in 150,000 http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

Transportation, 

Occupant of three-

wheeled motor 

vehicle 

155,654 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of three-wheeled motor vehicle 1 in 155,654 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Work & Play, Drinking 

straw accident, fatal 

166,600 1 in 166,600 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Nonfatal-Accidents/Odds/The-odds-a-person-

will-visit-an-emergency-department-due-to-an-
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accident-involving-a-drinking-straw-in-a-year-are-1-

in-166-600-US-2007  

Transportation, Bus 

occupant 

179,003 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Bus occupant 1 in 179,003 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

War and sequelae 223,753 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Operations of war and sequelae 1 in 223,753 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Threat to breathing 

due to Confined to or 

trapped in a low-

oxygen environment 

238,670 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental suffocation and strangulation, Confined to or trapped in a 

low-oxygen environment 1 in 238,670 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Transportation, 

Occupant of special 

industrial vehicle 

238,670 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of special industrial vehicle 1 in 238,670 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animal, snakes and 

lizards, venomous 

298,338 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Contact with venomous snakes and lizards 1 in 298,338 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to animate 

mechanical forces, 

Other and 

unspecified animate 

mechanical forces 

298,338 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to animate mechanical forces, Other and unspecified 

animate mechanical forces 1 in 298,338 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to Excessive 

heat or cold of man-

made origin 

298,338 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Excessive heat or cold of man-made origin 1 in 298,338 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Exposure to High and 

low air pressure and 

changes in air 

pressure 

298,338 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

High and low air pressure and changes in air pressure 1 in 298,338 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Animal-Insects, Bitten 

or stung by non-

venomous insect and 

other arthropods 

397,784 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to animate mechanical forces, Bitten or stung by 

nonvenomous insect and other arthropods 1 in 397,784 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Animals, venomous 

animals and plants, 

Contact with other 

and unspecified 

venomous animal or 

plant 

397,784 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Contact with venomous animals and plants, Contact with other and 

unspecified venomous animal or plant 1 in 397,784 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fire, Ignition or 

melting of nightwear 

397,784 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Ignition or melting of nightwear 1 in 397,784 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Legal execution 397,784 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Legal execution 1 in 397,784  

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Legal intervention, 

Other and 

unspecified means 

and sequelae 

397,784 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Legal intervention, Other and unspecified means and sequelae 1 in 

397,784 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

 

Transportation 

accident  - Train 

crash, fatal 

500,000 The risk of dying in an accident on the railway is one in 500,000.  

 

http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

 

Flood  558,896 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Flood 1 in 558,896 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 

Fireworks discharge, 

Accident  

652,046 Injury Facts Preliminary figures for 2012National Safety Council 

Fireworks discharge 1 in 652,046 

http://www.nsc.org/NSC%20Picture%20Library/News

/web_graphics/Injury_Facts_37.pdf 



What are the odds? - Continued 

58 | P a g e  

 

Odds of Event Occurring  “1 in” Per Lifetime or Century 
Type of Event 1 in  Comments Source 

Animal-Insects, 

spiders , venomous  

716,010 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Contact with venomous spiders 1 in 716,010 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Fireworks discharge 716,010 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces, Fireworks discharge 1 in 

716,010 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Flood 716,010 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Flood 1 in 716,010 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Volcano, Yellowstone 730,000 Although it is possible, scientists are not convinced that there will ever 

be another catastrophic eruption at Yellowstone. Given Yellowstone's 

past history, the yearly probability of another caldera-forming 

eruption could be calculated as 1 in 730,000 or 0.00014%. However, 

this number is based simply on averaging the two intervals between 

the three major past eruptions at Yellowstone — this is hardly enough 

to make a critical judgment. This probability is roughly similar to that 

of a large (1 kilometer) asteroid hitting the Earth. Moreover, 

catastrophic geologic events are neither regular nor predictable. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/blog/2009/jan/0

6/supervolcano-volcano-yellowstone-earthquake 

 

drowning in a 

bathtub 

800,000 1 in 800,000 http://reason.com/archives/2011/09/06/how-scared-

of-terrorism-should 

Transportation, Air 

and space transport 

895,013 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Air and space transport, Unspecified transport accident 1 in 895,013 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Space Weather 

Asteroid collision 

909,000 Some scientists believe that an asteroid spotted in January 2004 had a 

one-in-four chance of hitting the planet within 36 hours. Researchers 

contemplated a call to President George Bush before new data finally 

showed there was no danger. The bookmakers William Hill, 

meanwhile, said the odds of the asteroid hitting Earth on March 2014 

and wiping life off the planet was 909,000 to one.  

http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

 

Transportation, Air 

and space transport 

1,790,026 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Air and space transport, Other specified transport accidents 1 in 

1,790,026 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  
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Transportation, 

Occupant of streetcar 

3,580,052 The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States 

and their Lifetime Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Occupant of streetcar 1 in 3,580,052 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

Weather, Lightning, 

lethal 

5,500,000 1 in 5,500,000 http://reason.com/archives/2011/09/06/how-scared-

of-terrorism-should 

Nuclear accident 10,000,000 The risk of an individual dying from radiation from a nuclear power 

station is one in 10 million.  

http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

 

Work & Play, Elevator 

accident, fatal 

10,440,000 

 

1 in 10,440,000 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Death-Rates/Odds/The-odds-a-person-will-

die-from-an-elevator-accident-in-a-year-are-1-in-10-

440-000-US-1992-2003  

Transportation 

accident  - Aircraft 

crash, fatal 

11,000,000 The chances of being involved in an aircraft accident are about one in 

11 million   

 

http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

 

Weather, Hurricane, 

fatal 

23,180,000 1 in 23,180,000 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Natural-Disasters-Hazards/Odds/The-odds-a-

person-will-be-injured-by-a-hurricane-in-a-year-are-

1-in-23-180-000-US-2007  

Work & Play, Vending 

machine accident, 

fatal 

112,000,000 

 

1 in 112,000,000 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Death-Rates/Odds/The-odds-a-person-will-

die-from-a-vending-machine-accident-in-a-year-are-

1-in-112-000-000-US-1979-1995  

Weather, Lightning, 

fatal 

50,000,000 – 

100,000,000 

The chances of being killed by being struck by lightning is thought to 

be about one in 10 million. In the UK, an estimated five people, out of 

a population of about 50 million, are killed by lightning each year.  

 

http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslumbering

.htm 

 

Animal, Shark attack, 

fatal 

251,800,000 

 

1 in 251,800,000 

 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Accidents-

Death/Death-Rates/Odds/The-odds-a-person-will-

die-from-a-shark-attack-in-a-year-are-1-in-251-800-

000-US-1999-2005  



What are the odds? - Continued 

60 | P a g e  

 

 

General Number of Recorded Occurrences and or Mortality Information 

Event Comments Source 

Accident, home injury Top 5 causes of accidental home injury deaths  2012 

Each year, 18,000 Americans die from injuries at home. Here are the leading causes of 

death.... 

1. Falls 

2. Poisoning 

3. Fire and burns 

4. Airway obstruction (choking) 

5. Water: Drowning accounts for about 800 deaths a year 

http://realestate.msn.com/article.aspx?cp-

documentid=22436364  

Accident, 

Unintentional  

Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

5 Accidents (unintentional injuries): 118,021 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Animal, Wildlife Reported estimates of injuries by wildlife in the US 

 

Rodents 

Location 15 states 

Years in figures 1971-1972 

Non-Fatal 4, 302 

Fatal 

 

Foxes 

Location 15 states 

Years in figures 1971-1972 

http://merlin.allegheny.edu/employee/t/tbens

el/FSENV201S2010/Wildlife_Readings/ReviewH

umanInjuriesIllnessesEconomicLossesCausedWil

dlife.pdf  
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Non-Fatal 76 

Fatal 

 

Skunks 

Location  15 states 

Years in figures 1971-1972 

Non-Fatal 113 

Fatal 

 

Bear, Black 

Location US 

Years in figures 1960-1972 

Non-Fatal 1.3 

Fatal .3 (1900-1980) 

 

Bear, Brown (Grizzly) 

Location Alaska 

Years in figures 1900-1980 

Non-Fatal  

Fatal .3 

 

Bear, Brown (Grizzly) 

Location Contigous US 

Years in figures 1900-1980 

Non-Fatal .5 

Fatal .3 

 

Mountain Lion 

Location US 

Years in figures 1890-1990 

Non-Fatal .2 

Fatal .05 

 

Coyotes 
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Location US 

Years in figures 1960-1988 

Non-Fatal .2 

Fatal 

Location Yellowstone 

Years in figures  1960-1990 

Non-Fatal .1 

Fatal 

Location Los Angeles, CA 

Years in figures  1975-1981 

Non-Fatal 1.3 

Fatal .2 

 

Alligators, American 

Location Florida 

Years in figures 1946-1992 

Non-Fatal 3.5 

Fatal .1 

Location US 

Years in figures 1976-1993 

Non-Fatal 10.5 

Fatal .2 

 

Snake, Venomous 

Location US 

Years in figures ? 

Non-Fatal 6,000-8,000 

Fatal  9-15 

Animals, Wildlife Watch Out for Wildlife Fact Sheet Dec 2012 

 
The Transportation System 

There are: 4 million miles of roadways in the United States 

243 million total registered vehicles 

136 million registered passenger cars 

http://www.defenders.org/sites/default/files/p

ublications/collision_facts_and_figures.pdf  
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Frequent Large Mammal Roadkill Facts 

Average deer weight: 125-300 pounds 

Average deer shoulder height: 3.5 feet 

Average moose weight: males 1200-1600 pounds, females 900 pounds 

Average moose shoulder height: 6.2 feet 

 

Threats to People 

• There are 725,000 to 1.5 million wildlife-vehicle collisions (WVCs) in the U.S. every 

year 

• Over 200 human fatalities annually 

• From 2000-2006, wildlife-related crashes in the United States have claimed 2,307 

human lives 

• WVCs cause 29,000 human injuries annually 

• Over a billion dollars in property damage annually 

• While only 2% of deer-car collisions result in human fatalities, 85% of deer-

motorcycle collisions result in human fatalities 

• Deer-vehicle crashes occur most frequently from October to December 

• Collisions causing human fatalities rose 67% from 1994 to 2006 

• Almost half of all wildlife-related car accidents are because the driver swerved to 

avoid an animal crossing the road 

• Young drivers ages 15-24 are more likely to be involved in a car accident with a 

large animal than any other age group  
Car-deer crashes in Michigan occur about every eight minutes 

More than 75,000 deer are killed in New York every year by vehicle collisions 

6 percent of accidents in Colorado are with wildlife, and can be as high as 25 percent in some areas 

In Colorado from 1993-2003: 26,678 WVCs 

In Colorado from 1993-2003: 23 human deaths from WVCs 

In Colorado from 1993-2003: 2,266 injuries 

In Colorado from 1993-2003: 22,388 damaged vehicles 

In Colorado from 1993-2003: $2,000 average vehicle repair cost 

In Colorado from 1993-2003: $50 million in total damage costs (2003 dollars) 
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Civilization Collapse, 

economic 

MIT Researchers Predict ‘Global Economic Collapse’ By 2030 

A new study from researchers at Jay W. Forrester’s institute at MIT (spring of 2012) says 

that the world could suffer from “global economic collapse” and “precipitous population 

decline” if people continue to consume the world’s resources at the current pace. Their 

computer simulation model points to an economic collapse no later 2030.  

http://www.theburningplatform.com/?p=3271

3  

Civilization Collapse, 

economic 

PEOPLE For Mathematically Perfected Economy™ (PFMPE™) created a model of 

Probability and Timeline for World-wide Economic Collapse back in the 1980's that points 

to the mid-2030's.   

 

It was based on the factors of accumulation of debt according to prescribed growth and 

interest, determining a maximum possible lifespan wherein the obligated costs of 

servicing debt exceed the circulation. 

 
Probability and Timeline for World-wide Economic Collapse-Maximum Possible Lifespan Models 

rtvd Dec 2012-perfecteconomyCOM 

www.perfecteconomy.com/ftp/zipped-pfmpe-multiplication-of-debt-excel-sheets.zip  

 

Probability and Timeline for World-wide Economic Collapse-U6 MB6 Projection Model Code As 

Supplied to Regan Administration rtvd Dec 2012-perfecteconomyCOM 

www.perfecteconomy.com/ftp/zipped-mmodel6-ua6.zip  

http://www.perfecteconomy.com/pg-

probability-of-worldwide-economic-

collapse.html 

 

Civilization Collapse, 

economic 

What are the chances the U.S. economy could eventually trigger violence in our country?  

by CNN's Jack Cafferty in June 2011 

A new CNN poll says 48 percent of Americans think the country is headed for another 

Great Depression in the next twelve months. That is a stunning number.  
One viewer made the following comment:  “Jack, I'm 70 yrs. old and I fully believe that I will see 

violence in this country before I'm gone and it will not only be the economy that causes it. Just look 

what is going on along our borders. The American people have had enough. Mark my words.” 

http://caffertyfile.blogs.cnn.com/2011/06/08/w

hat-are-the-chances-the-u-s-economy-could-

eventually-trigger-violence-in-our-country/  
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Civilization Collapse, 

economic US 

Weiss Ratings Report on Weakest Large Banks & Thrifts in the U.S. by Martin D. Weiss 

Ph.D. September 26, 2011  

 
Institution: JPMorgan Chase Bank NA (OH) 

Assets ($bil):  1,791.1 

Weiss Rating:  D 

 

Institution: Bank of America NA (NC) 

Assets ($bil): 1,454.1 

Weiss Rating:  D 

 

Institution: Wells Fargo Bank NA (SD) 

Assets ($bil): 1,104.8 

Weiss Rating:  D 

 

Institution: SunTrust Bank (GA) 

Assets ($bil): 165.8 

Weiss Rating: D 

 

Institution: Regions Bank (AL) 

Assets ($bil): 126.7 

Weiss Rating: D+ 

 

Institution: Compass Bank (AL) 

Assets ($bil): 62.7 

Weiss Rating: D 

 

Institution: Huntington National Bank (OH) 

Assets ($bil): 52.8 

Weiss Rating: D+ 

 

Institution: BMO Harris Bank NA (IL) 

Assets ($bil): 51.9 

Weiss Rating: D 

 

Institution: E*Trade Bank (VA) 

Assets ($bil): 44.9 

http://www.moneyandmarkets.com/12-giant-

u-s-banks-vulnerable-to-disaster-47357  
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Weiss Rating: D+ 

 

Institution:  Banco Polular De Puerto Rico 

Assets ($bil): 29.4 

Weiss Rating: D- 

 

Institution: Synovus Bank (GA) 

Assets ($bil): 27.9 

Weiss Rating: D+ 

 

Institution:  RBC Bank (USA) (NC) 

Assets ($bil): 27.3 

Weiss Rating: D+ 

 

All told, 2,553 U.S. banks and thrifts now get a Weiss Rating of D+ (weak) or lower, 

implying widespread vulnerability to the consequences of sovereign debt defaults in 

Europe and to a double-dip recession in the U.S.  

 

Crime, Arson Arson 

Nationwide, there were 18.2 arson offenses for every 100,000 inhabitants. 
 

In 2011, 15,640 law enforcement agencies provided 1-12 months of arson data and reported 

52,333 arsons.  Of the participating agencies, 14,887 provided expanded offense data regarding 

43,412 arsons. 

 Nearly 46 percent (45.9) of all arson offenses involved structures (e.g., residential, storage, public, 

etc.).  Mobile property was involved in 23.9 percent of arsons, and other types of property (such as 

crops, timber, fences, etc.) accounted for 30.2 percent of reported arsons. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/property-

crime/arson  
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The average dollar loss per arson was $13,196. 

Arsons of industrial/manufacturing structures resulted in the highest average dollar losses (an 

average of $68,349 per arson). 

 Arson offenses decreased 4.7 percent in 2011 when compared with arson data reported in 2010.      

Crime, Burglary Burglary 

 

 In 2011, there were an estimated 2,188,005 burglaries—an increase of 0.9 percent 

when compared with 2010 data. 
The number of burglaries increased 1.7 percent in 2011 when compared with the     2002 estimate.   

Of the estimated number of property crimes committed in 2011, burglary accounted  for 24.1 

percent.   

 By subcategory, 60.6 percent of burglaries involved forcible entry, 33. 1 percent were unlawful 

entries (without force), and 6.3 percent were forcible entry attempts.   

Victims of burglary offenses suffered an estimated $4.8 billion in lost property in 2011; overall, the 

average dollar loss per burglary offense was $2,185.      Burglaries of residential properties 

accounted for 74.5 percent of all burglary offenses.   

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/property-

crime/burglary  

Crime, Child Abuse Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

Between Oct. 2005 and Sept. 2006 there were 91,278 babies less than 1 year old who were 

documented victims of child abuse or neglect. Of those, 29,881 were victims of abuse or neglect 

before they were 1 week old. (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Center for Disease 

Control, Nonfatal Maltreatment of Infants — United States, October 2005 — September 2006 — 

April 2008) 

In 2006, approximately 1.430 children died in the United States from abuse and neglect. (U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, Center for Disease Control, Nonfatal Maltreatment of 

Infants — United States, October 2005 — September 2006 — April 2008) 

An estimated 899,000 children were determined to be victims of child abuse or neglect in 2005. 

(U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Children & Families, Child 

Maltreatment 2005 — March 2007)  

Nearly 62 percent of child victims experience neglect. More than 16 percent are physically 

abused; almost 10 percent are sexually abused. (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Administration on Children & Families, Child Maltreatment 2005 — March 2007)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 
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Children ages birth to 3 years have the highest rates of victimization. Boys and girls are 

victimized at similar rates. (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on 

Children & Families, Child Maltreatment 2005 — March 2007)  

In 2005, nearly 84 percent of child abuse victims were abused by a parent acting alone or with 

another person. (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Children & 

Families, Child Maltreatment 2005 — March 2007)  

Of child abuse and neglect perpetrators, more than half (58 percent) are women; 42 percent are 

men. (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Children & Families, Child 

Maltreatment 2002 — 2004) 

About 4 in 10 victims of intimate partner violence live in households with children under age 12. 

(U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of justice Statistics, Intimate Partner Violence in the U.S. — 

December 2006)  

Victims of child abuse and neglect are at greater risk for developing mental health disorders such 

as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. (National Institute for Health Care Management, Children’s 

Mental Health: An Overview and Key Considerations for Health System Stakeholders — February 

2005) 

 

Crime, Criminal 

Offender Statistics 

Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

In 2001, nearly three percent of adults in the United States served time in prison.  

One in 15 people in the United States will serve time in prison at some point in their lifetime.  

Nearly half of all jail and prison inmates are held or sentenced for violent crime or drug offenses.  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 
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More than half of jail inmates are on probation, parole, or pretrial release at the time of arrest.  

In 2002, four in ten jail inmates had a current or past violent offense sentence.  

Nearly one in three jail inmates grew up with a parent or guardian who abused alcohol or other 

drugs. About 12 percent lived in foster homes or institutions, and almost half had a family member 

who had been incarcerated.  

More than half of women in jail say they have been physically or sexually abused in the past.  

Approximately 40 percent of inmates serving time in jail for domestic violence had a criminal 

status (i.e. were on probation or parole, or under a restraining order) at the time of the offense for 

which they were incarcerated.  

Approximately half of all domestic violence offenders had been drinking at the time of the offense.  

* U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Criminal Offenders Statistics  
 

Crime, Domestic 

Violence 

Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

Approximately 1.5 million women and 835,000 men are raped and/or physically assaulted by an 

intimate partner annually in the United States. (National Institute of Justice and the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence — 

July 2000) 

Women tend to report performing acts of violence at higher rates than men, and men tend to 

report being victims of violence at higher rates than women. In both cases, the implication is 

that aggression by women toward men exceeds aggression by men toward women. (American 

Psychological Association, Inc., Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, Gender Differences in 

Partner Violence in a Birth Cohort of 21-Year-Olds: Bridging the Gap between Clinical and 

Epidemiological Approaches — 1997, Vol. 65, No. 1, 68-78) 

Nearly 75 percent of family violence victims are female, and nearly 75 percent of family violence 

perpetrators are male. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Family Violence 

Statistics; Including Statistics on Strangers and Acquaintances — June 2005) 

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 
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The prevalence rates of partner violence in young adulthood are remarkably similar in different 

studies. Across these studies, women report perpetrating more partner violence than men, and 

men report more victimization than women. (American Psychological Association, Inc., Journal of 

Consulting and Clinical Psychology, Gender Differences in Partner Violence in a Birth Cohort of 21-

Year-Olds: Bridging the Gap between Clinical and Epidemiological Approaches — 1997, Vol. 65, No. 

1, 68-78)  

Most intimate partner victimizations are not reported to the police. Only approximately 20 

percent of all rapes and 25 percent of all physical assaults against women are reported. Even 

fewer rapes and physical assaults perpetrated against males are reported. (National Institute of 

Justice and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Extent, Nature, and Consequences of 

Intimate Partner Violence — July 2000)  

There are nearly 700,000 nonfatal violent victimizations committed by current or former 

spouses, boyfriends, or girlfriends of victims annually. About 85 percent of victimizations by 

intimate partners are against women. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, 

Intimate Partner Violence, 1993-2001 — February 2003)  

In 2005, women experienced an estimated 389,000 rape, sexual assault, robbery, aggravated 

assault, and simple assault victimizations at the hands of an intimate, and men were victims of 

more than 78,000 violent crimes by an intimate partner. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of 

Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, Criminal Victimization, 2005 — September 

2006)  

Prevalence rates of perpetration by women are significantly higher than those for men regarding 

overall verbal aggression, minor physical violence, severe physical violence, and the combined 

measure of any physical violence. (American Psychological Association, Inc., Journal of Consulting 

and Clinical Psychology, Gender Differences in Partner Violence in a Birth Cohort of 21-Year-Olds: 

Bridging the Gap between Clinical and Epidemiological Approaches — 1997, Vol. 65, No. 1, 68-78)  

Being male nearly doubles the odds of being a victim of domestic violence as an adult but 

decreases the odds of perpetrating domestic violence. This finding, although contrary to public 

perception, is consistent with findings of national surveys in the United States and New Zealand 

— females hit more often than males, but males do more damage when they hit. (Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  
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Early studies of partner violence assumed that men's perpetration rates exceeded those of 

women, in part because these studies relied almost exclusively on clinical samples of women 

who sought assistance or of men in court-mandated counseling programs. Later surveys using 

community samples have shown women's rates of violence to be comparable to those of men. 

(American Psychological Association, Inc., Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, Gender 

Differences in Partner Violence in a Birth Cohort of 21-Year-Olds: Bridging the Gap between Clinical 

and Epidemiological Approaches — 1997, Vol. 65, No. 1, 68-78)  

Intimate partner violence accounts for approximately 22 percent of violent crime against 

women. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Intimate Partner Violence in the 

U.S. — December 2006)  

About 12 percent of male victims of non-fatal intimate partner violence report that their 

offender is another male. About 84 percent of male victims of non-fatal intimate partner 

violence report being abused by a female. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of justice Statistics, 

Intimate Partner Violence in the U.S. — December 2007)  

Most victims of intimate partner homicide are killed by their spouses (versus boyfriends, 

girlfriends, etc.). (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of justice Statistics, Intimate Partner Violence 

in the U.S. — December 2006)  

In recent years, about one-third of female homicide victims were killed by an intimate partner. 

(U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Homicide Trends in the U.S. – Intimate 

Homicide — July 2007)  

Approximately 13 percent of women and 21 percent of men report having survived severe 

physical domestic violence. (American Psychological Association, Inc., Journal of Consulting and 

Clinical Psychology, Gender Differences in Partner Violence in a Birth Cohort of 21-Year-Olds: 

Bridging the Gap between Clinical and Epidemiological Approaches — 1997, Vol. 65, No. 1, 68-78)  

A conservative conclusion is that female domestic violence victimization rates are no higher than 

male rates. (American Psychological Association, Inc., Journal of Consulting and Clinical 

Psychology, Gender Differences in Partner Violence in a Birth Cohort of 21-Year-Olds: Bridging the 

Gap between Clinical and Epidemiological Approaches — 1997, Vol. 65, No. 1, 68-78)  

Domestic violence is estimated to cost $727 million annually in lost productivity; 7.9 billion paid 

work days are lost each year as a result of domestic violence. (National Center on Domestic and 



What are the odds? - Continued 

72 | P a g e  

 

General Number of Recorded Occurrences and or Mortality Information 

Event Comments Source 

Sexual Violence, Companies Call For EAPs to Assist in Identifying and Helping Domestic Violence 

Victims — April 2007)  

 

Crime, Elder Abuse Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

No one knows precisely how many older Americans are being abused, neglected, or exploited. 

While evidence accumulated to date suggests that many thousands have been harmed, there are 

no official national statistics because definitions of elder abuse vary, state statistics vary widely, 

as there is no uniform reporting system, and comprehensive national data is not collected. (The 

National Center on Elder Abuse, Elder Abuse Prevalence and Incidence — April 2005)  

According to the best available estimates, between 1 million and 2 million Americans age 65 or 

older have been injured, exploited, or otherwise mistreated by someone on whom they 

depended for care or protection. (The National Center on Elder Abuse, Elder Abuse Prevalence and 

Incidence — April 2005)  

Perpetrators in substantiated reports of elder abuse are about as likely to be female as male. 

Almost two in three perpetrators are family members, and almost one in three is a spouse or 

intimate partner. The second largest category of perpetrator in substantiated reports is that of 

adult child. (The National Center on Elder Abuse, A Response to the Abuse of Vulnerable Adults: 

The 2000 Survey of State Adult Protective Services)  

It is estimated that for every one case of elder abuse, neglect, exploitation, or self-neglect 

reported to authorities, about five more go unreported. (The National Center on Elder Abuse, 

Elder Abuse Prevalence and Incidence — April 2005)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 
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Crime, Hate – 

Location Type 

Hate Crime - Location Type 

 
32.0 percent of hate crime incidents occurred in or near residences or homes. 

18.0 percent took place on highways, roads, alleys, or streets. 

9.3 percent happened at schools or colleges (based on three designations). 

 5.9 percent took place in parking/drop lots/garages. 

4.4 percent occurred in churches, synagogues, or temples. 

2.5 percent transpired in bars or nightclubs. 

1.8 percent occurred in commercial office buildings. 

1.4 percent took place in government/public buildings. 

13.3 percent happened in the remaining specified location categories 

 (e.g., air/bus/train terminal, convenience store, service/gas station, etc.) or in multiple locations.   

11.3 percent occurred in other/unknown locations. 

Location by bias motivation 

Racial bias 

 

Law enforcement reported 2,917 hate crime incidents motivated by racial bias in 2011. Of these: 

 

33.7 percent took place in or near residences or homes. 

19.3 percent occurred on highways, roads, alleys, or streets. 

9.5 percent happened at schools or colleges (based on three designations). 

6.3 percent took place in parking/drop lots/garages. 

2.3 percent occurred in bars/nightclubs. 

2.1 percent took place in restaurants. 

1.9 percent happened in commercial office buildings. 

1.7 percent occurred in government/public buildings. 

13.7 percent took place in the remaining specified location categories or in multiple locations. 

9.6 percent occurred in other/unknown locations. 

Religious bias 

 

Of the 1,233 reported hate crime incidents that occurred due to a religious bias: 

 

 28.6 percent happened in or near residences or homes. 

19.2 percent occurred in churches, synagogues, or temples. 

 10.7 percent transpired at schools or colleges (based on three designations). 

7.8 percent took place on highways/roads/alleys/streets. 

 2.4 percent happened in parking/drop lots/garages. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-

crime/2011/narratives/location-type  
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13.5 percent occurred in the remaining specified location categories or in multiple locations. 

 17.8 percent took place in other/unknown locations. 

Sexual-orientation bias 

 

Law enforcement reported that bias motivation against a particular sexual orientation prompted 

1,293 hate crime incidents in 2011. Of these: 

 

31.9 percent occurred in or near residences or homes. 

23.9 percent happened on highways, roads, alleys, or streets. 

10.7 percent took place in other or unknown locations. 

 9.2 percent transpired at schools or colleges (based on three designations). 

7.0 percent occurred in parking/drop lots/garages. 

4.9 percent took place in bars or nightclubs. 

12.4 percent happened in the remaining specified location categories or in multiple locations. 

Ethnicity/national origin bias 

 

Of the 720 hate crime incidents motivated by ethnicity/national origin bias as reported by law 

enforcement in 2011: 

 

30.7 percent occurred in or near residences or homes. 

19.9 percent took place on highways, roads, alleys, or streets. 

 8.2 percent happened in parking/drop lots/garages. 

 6.3 percent transpired at schools or colleges (based on three designations). 

3.2 percent took place in restaurants. 

2.2 percent happened in bars or nightclubs. 

 2.1 percent occurred in commercial office buildings. 

18.6 percent took place in the remaining specified location categories. 

8.9 percent happened in other/unknown locations.  

 

Disability bias 

 

Bias against individuals with a disability (either physical or mental) motivated 53 hate reported 

crime incidents in 2011. Of these: 

 

37.7 percent occurred in or near residences or homes. 

17.0 percent took place on highways, roads, alleys, or streets. 

 9.4 percent happened in schools/colleges (based on three designations). 

7.5 percent occurred at drug stores/doctor’s office/hospital. 
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7.5 percent occurred in parking/drop lots/garages. 

13.2 percent transpired in the remaining specified location categories. 

7.5 percent happened in other/unknown locations. 

 

Multiple-bias incidents 

 

Six multiple-bias hate crime incidents were reported in 2011. Of these: 

 

2 occurred in or near a residence or home. 

2 happened on a highway/road/alley/street/sidewalk. 

1 occurred in an elementary or secondary school. 

 

1 happened in multiple locations. 

Crime, Hate - 

Offenders 

Hate Crime - Offenders 
By race 

 

In 2011, the races of the 5,731 known hate crime offenders were as follows: 

 

59.0 percent were white. 

 20.9 percent were black. 

7.1 percent were groups made up of individuals of various races (multiple races, group). 

1.4 percent were Asian/Pacific Islander.  

0.8 percent were American Indian/Alaskan Native. 

10.8 percent were unknown. (Based on Table 9.) 

 

By crime category 

Crimes against persons 

 

A total of 4,631 known hate crime offenders committed crimes against persons in 2011. Of these 

offenders: 

 

38.7 percent committed simple assault. 

36.9 percent intimidated their victims. 

23.6 percent committed aggravated assault. 

0.2 percent murdered their victims. 

0.2 raped their victims. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-

crime/2011/narratives/offenders  



What are the odds? - Continued 

76 | P a g e  

 

General Number of Recorded Occurrences and or Mortality Information 

Event Comments Source 

0.4 percent committed other types of offenses, which are collected only in the UCR Program’s 

National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). (Based on Table 2.) 

 

Crimes against property 

 

A total of 1,256 known hate crime offenders committed crimes against property in 2011. Of these 

offenders: 

 

60.4 percent committed destruction/damage/vandalism. 

22.9 percent committed robbery. 

 7.0 percent committed larceny-theft. 

5.7 percent committed burglary. 

1.6 percent committed arson. 

0.1 percent committed motor vehicle theft. 

2.2 percent committed other types of offenses, which are collected only in the NIBRS.  

 

Crimes against society 

 

In 2011, 34 known offenders committed 20 crimes against society involving 20 victims. Crimes 

against society are collected only via the NIBRS. (See Table 2.) 

 

Crime, Hate - Victims Hate Crime - Victims 
By bias motivation 

 

An analysis of data for victims of single-bias hate crime incidents showed that: 

 

47.4 percent of the victims were targeted because of the offender’s bias against a race. 

 20.4 percent were targeted because of a bias against a particular sexual orientation. 

19.2 percent were victimized because of a bias against a religious belief. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-

crime/2011/narratives/victims  
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12.2 percent were victimized because of a bias against an ethnicity/national origin. 

0.8 percent were targeted because of a bias against a disability. (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Racial bias 

 

Among the single-bias hate crime incidents in 2011, there were 3,645 victims of racially motivated 

hate crime. 

 

71.9 percent were victims of an offender’s anti-black bias. 

16.3 percent were victims of an anti-white bias. 

5.2 percent were victims of a bias against a group of individuals in which more than one race was 

represented (anti-multiple races, group). 

4.8 percent were victims of an anti-Asian/Pacific Islander bias. 

1.9 percent were victims of an anti-American Indian/Alaskan Native bias.(Based on Table 1.) 

 

Religious bias 

 

Of the 1,480 victims of an anti-religious hate crime: 

 

63.2 percent were victims of an offender’s anti-Jewish bias. 

12.5 percent were victims of an anti-Islamic bias. 

5.7 percent were victims of an anti-Catholic bias. 

4.4 percent were victims of a bias against groups of individuals of varying religions (anti-multiple 

religions, group). 

3.4 percent were victims of an anti-Protestant bias. 

0.3 percent were victims of an anti-Atheist/Agnostic bias.  

10.5 percent were victims of a bias against other religions (anti-other religion). (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Sexual-orientation bias 

 

Of the 1,572 victims targeted due to a sexual-orientation bias: 

 

56.7 percent were victims of an offender’s anti-male homosexual bias. 

29.6 percent were victims of an anti-homosexual bias. 

11.1 percent were victims of an anti-female homosexual bias. 

1.5 percent were victims of anti-bisexual bias. 

1.2 percent were victims of an anti-heterosexual bias. (Based on Table 1.) 
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Ethnicity/national origin bias 

 

Hate crimes motivated by the offender’s bias toward a particular ethnicity/national origin were 

directed at 939 victims. Of these victims: 

 

56.9 percent were targeted because of an anti-Hispanic bias. 

43.1 percent were victimized because of a bias against other ethnicities/national origins. (Based on 

Table 1.) 

 

Disability bias 

 

Of the 61 victims of a hate crime due to the offender’s bias against a disability: 

 

 35 were targets of an anti-mental disability bias. 

26 were victims of an anti-physical disability bias. (See Table 1.) 

 

By crime category 

 

Of the 7,713 victims of a hate crime, 60.0 percent were victims of crimes against persons, and 39.8 

percent were victims of crimes against property. The remaining percentage were victims of crimes 

against society. (Based on Table 2.) 

By offense type 

Crimes against persons 

 

In 2011, 4,623 victims of hate crimes were victims of crimes against persons. Regarding these 

victims and the crimes committed against them: 

 

4 persons were murdered, and 7 were forcibly raped. 

45.6 percent of the victims were intimidated. 

34.5 percent were victims of simple assault. 

19.4 percent were victims of aggravated assault. 

Less than one percent (0.3) were victims of other types of offenses, which are collected only in the 

National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). (Based on Table 2.) 

 

Crimes against property 

 

In 2011, 3,070 victims of hate crimes were victims of crimes against property. Of these: 
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81.8 percent were victims of destruction/damage/vandalism. 

5.4 percent were victims of larceny-theft. 

5.1 percent were victims of robbery. 

4.8 percent were victims of burglary. 

1.7 percent were victims of arson. 

0.2 percent were victims of motor vehicle theft. 

1.1 percent were victims of other types of hate crime offenses, which are collected only in the 

NIBRS. (Based on Table 2) 

 

Crimes against society 

 

There were 20 victims of hate crimes categorized as crimes against society.   

Crime, Hate Incidents 

& Offences 

Hate Crime-Incidents and Offenses 2011 
 

    In 2011, 1,944 law enforcement agencies reported 6,222 hate crime incidents involving 7,254 

offenses. 

    There were 6,216 single-bias incidents that involved 7,240 offenses, 7,697 victims, and 5,724 

offenders. 

    The 6 multiple--bias incidents reported in 2011 involved 14 offenses, 16 victims, and 7 offenders. 

(See Tables 1 and 12.) 

 

Single-bias incidents 

 

Analysis of the 6,216 single-bias incidents reported in 2011 revealed the following: 

 

    46.9 percent were racially motivated. 

    20.8 percent resulted from sexual-orientation bias. 

    19.8 percent were motivated by religious bias. 

    11.6 percent stemmed from ethnicity/national origin bias. 

    Less than 1 percent (0.9) were prompted by disability bias. (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Offenses by bias motivation within incidents 

 

Of the 7,240 single-bias hate crime offenses reported in the above incidents: 

 

    47.9 percent stemmed from racial bias. 

    20.8 percent were motivated by sexual-orientation bias. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-

crime/2011/narratives/incidents-and-offenses  
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    18.2 percent resulted from religious bias. 

    12.3 percent were prompted by ethnicity/national origin bias. 

    0.8 percent resulted from biases against disabilities. (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Racial bias 

 

In 2011, law enforcement agencies reported that 3,465 single-bias hate crime offenses were 

racially motivated. Of these offenses: 

 

    72.0 percent were motivated by anti-black bias. 

    16.7 percent stemmed from anti-white bias. 

    4.8 percent resulted from anti-Asian/Pacific Islander bias. 

    4.7 percent were a result of bias against groups of individuals consisting of more than one race 

(anti-multiple races, group). 

    1.9 percent were motivated by anti-American Indian/Alaskan Native bias. (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Religious bias 

 

Hate crimes motivated by religious bias accounted for 1,318 offenses reported by law 

enforcement. A breakdown of the bias motivation of religious-biased offenses showed: 

 

    62.2 percent were anti-Jewish. 

    13.3 percent were anti-Islamic. 

    5.2 percent were anti-Catholic. 

    4.8 percent were anti-multiple religions, group. 

    3.7 percent were anti-Protestant.  

    0.3 percent were anti-Atheism/Agnosticism/etc.  

    10.5 percent were anti-other religion. (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Sexual-orientation bias 

 

In 2011, law enforcement agencies reported 1,508 hate crime offenses based on sexual-

orientation bias. Of these offenses: 

 

    57.8 percent were classified as anti-male homosexual bias. 

    28.4 percent were reported as anti-homosexual bias. 

    11.1 percent were prompted by an anti-female homosexual bias. 

    1.5 percent were classified as anti-bisexual bias.  
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    1.1 percent were the result of an anti-heterosexual bias. (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Ethnicity/national origin bias 

 

Of the single-bias incidents, 891 offenses were committed based on the perceived ethnicity or 

national origin of the victim. Of these offenses: 

 

    56.8 percent were anti-Hispanic bias. 

    43.2 percent were anti-other ethnicity/national origin bias. (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Disability bias 

 

There were 58 reported hate crime offenses committed based on disability bias. Of these: 

 

    35 offenses were classified as anti-mental disability. 

    23 offenses were reported as anti-physical disability. (See Table 1.) 

 

By offense types 

 

Of the 7,254 reported hate crime offenses in 2011: 

 

    29.3 percent were destruction/damage/vandalism. 

    29.0 percent were intimidation. 

    22.0 percent were simple assault. 

    12.3 percent were aggravated assault. 

    0.3 percent were comprised of crimes against society.  

    The remaining 7.1 percent were comprised of additional crimes against persons and property. 

(Based on Table 2.) 

 

Offenses by crime category 

 

Among the 7,254 hate crime offenses reported: 

 

    63.7 percent were crimes against persons. 

    36.0 percent were crimes against property. 

    The remainder were crimes against society. (Based on Table 2.) (See Data Collection in 

Methodology.) 
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Crimes against persons 

 

Law enforcement reported 4,623 hate crime offenses as crimes against persons. By offense type: 

 

    45.6 percent were intimidation. 

    34.5 percent were simple assault. 

    19.4 percent were aggravated assault. 

    0.2 percent consisted of 4 murders and 7 forcible rapes. 

    0.3 percent involved the offense category other, which is collected only in the National Incident-

Based Reporting System. (Based on Table 2.) 

 

Crimes against property 

 

    The majority of the 2,611 hate crime offenses that were crimes against property (81.4 percent) 

were acts of destruction/damage/vandalism. 

    The remaining 18.6 percent of crimes against property consisted of robbery, burglary, larceny-

theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, and other crimes. (Based on Table 2.) 

 

Crimes against society 

 

There were 20 offenses defined as crimes against society (e.g., drug or narcotic offenses or 

prostitution). 

By victim type 

 

When considering the type of victims among the reported 7,254 hate crime offenses: 

 

    82.9 percent were directed at individuals. 

    4.2 percent were against businesses or financial institutions. 

    2.9 percent were against religious organizations. 

    2.8 percent were against government. 

    0.3 percent were against society. 

    The remaining 6.9 percent were directed at other, multiple, or unknown victim types. (Based on 

Table 6.) 
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Crime, Larceny-theft Larceny-theft 
 

    In 2011, there were an estimated 6,159,795 larceny-thefts nationwide. 
    The number of estimated larceny-thefts dropped 0.7 percent in 2011 when compared with the 

2010 estimate.  The 2011 figure was 6.6 percent lower than the 2007 estimate. 

    The rate of estimated larceny-thefts in 2011 was 1,976.9 per 100,000 inhabitants. 

    From 2010 to 2011, the rate of estimated larceny-thefts declined 1.4 percent, and from 2002 to 

2011, the rate decreased 19.3 percent.   

    Larceny-thefts accounted for an estimated 68.0 percent of property crimes in 2011.   

    The average value of property taken during larceny-thefts was $987 per offense. Applying this 

average value to the estimated number of larceny-thefts showed that the loss to victims nationally 

was more than $6 billion.   

    Over 24 percent (24.8) of larceny-thefts were thefts from motor vehicles.  

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/property-

crime/larceny-theft  

Crime, Law 

Enforcement Officers 

Feloniously Killed 

Law Enforcement Officers Feloniously Killed 2011 
 

    In 2011, 72 law enforcement officers were feloniously killed in the line of duty. 

    Of the officers feloniously killed, 50 were employed by city police departments, including 13 who 

were members of law enforcement agencies in cities with 250,000 or more inhabitants.   

    Line-of-duty deaths occurred in 30 states and Puerto Rico.  

    By region, 29 officers were feloniously killed in the South, 21 officers in the Midwest, 10 officers 

in each the Northeast and the West, and 2 officers were feloniously killed in the U.S. territory of 

Puerto Rico. 

Victim profile 

    The average age of the officers who were feloniously killed in 2011 was 38 years old. 

    The slain officers’ average length of law enforcement service was 12 years. 

    Of the 72 officers slain in 2011, 69 were male, and 3 were female. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-

us/cjis/ucr/leoka/2011/officers-feloniously-

killed/officers-feloniously-killed  
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    By race, 68 of the victim officers were white, 3 were black, and 1 was American Indian/Alaskan 

Native.  

Circumstances 

    23 officers were killed during arrest situations. 

    15 officers died in ambush situations. 

    11 officers were slain during traffic pursuits or stops. 

    9 officers were killed during tactical situations (barricaded offender, hostage taking, high-risk 

entry, etc.). 

    7 officers were murdered answering disturbance calls. 

    5 officers were slain while investigating suspicious persons or circumstances. 

    1 officer was killed while conducting investigative activity (surveillance, search, interview, etc.). 

    1 officer was killed while transporting or maintaining custody of a prisoner. 

Assignments 

49 officers who were slain in 2011 were on assigned vehicle patrol. 

11 officers were assigned to other duties, such as special assignments or undercover, when they 

were murdered. 

11 of the slain officers were off duty but acting in an official capacity. 

1 of the slain officers was on foot patrol. 

43 on-duty officers slain in 2011 were assisted at the time of the attacks. 

18 on-duty officers were alone and unassisted at the time of the incidents. 

Weapons 

    Of officers killed in 2011, most (63) were killed with firearms.  Of these, 50 were killed with 

handguns.  (A breakdown of the types of weapons used in these slayings is provided in Table 27.) 

    5 officers had their weapons stolen. 

    3 officers were killed with their own weapons. 

    10 officers attempted to use their weapons; 17 officers fired their weapons. 

    21 officers were slain with firearms when they were 0-5 feet from the offenders. 

Body armor 

 

    In 2011, 51 of the officers feloniously killed were wearing body armor at the time of their 

murders. 

    46 of these officers were wearing body armor when they were killed with firearms. 

    12 were shot in the front upper torso/chest. 

    10 suffered wounds to the front of the head. 

    9 were wounded in the side of the head. 

    8 were shot in the rear of the head. 

    3 were shot in the rear upper torso/back. 

    2 were shot in the neck/throat. 
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    1 officer was shot in the rear lower torso/back. 

    1 officer was shot in the front lower torso/stomach. 

Months, days, and times of incidents 

 

    More officers (10) died from felonious assaults that occurred in December than in any other 

month in 2011. 

    More officers (13) were involved in fatal assaults that occurred on Sunday than on any other day 

of the week. 

    More officers (19) were fatally injured in assaults that happened between 

    12:01 p.m. and 6 p.m. than at any other time period. 

Profile of alleged known assailants 

 

In 2011, 77 alleged offenders were identified in connection with the 72 law enforcement officers 

feloniously killed.  Of those offenders, the following characteristics are known: 

 

    The average age of the alleged offenders was 32 years old. 

    The average height was 5 feet 9 inches tall, and the average weight was 181 pounds. 

    75 of the alleged offenders were male; 2 were female. 

    43 of the alleged offenders were white, 29 were black, 2 were American Indian/Alaskan Native, 

and 1 was Asian/Pacific Islander.  The race was not reported for 2 offenders. 

    Most (64) of the alleged offenders had prior criminal arrests. 

    17 of the alleged offenders were under judicial supervision at the time of the incidents. 

    8 of the alleged offenders were under the influence of a controlled substance at the time of the 

fatal incidents. 

    7 of the alleged offenders were under the influence of alcohol or were intoxicated at the time of 

the fatal incidents. 

Crime, Law Officers 

Accidentally Killed 

Officers Accidentally Killed 
 

    In 2011, 53 law enforcement officers died as the result of accidents that occurred in the line of 

duty. 

    Accidental line-of-duty deaths of law enforcement officers occurred in 23 states and Puerto Rico. 

    Twenty-three of the officers accidentally killed were employed by city police departments, 14 

were employed by county agencies, 12 were employed by state agencies, and 3 were employed by 

federal agencies.  One of the officers accidentally killed was employed in Puerto Rico. 

 

More information about these topics (including annual totals from 2002 to 2011) is provided in 

Tables 48, 49, 59, 60, and 64. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-

us/cjis/ucr/leoka/2011/officers-accidentally-

killed-1/officers-accidentally-killed  



What are the odds? - Continued 

86 | P a g e  

 

General Number of Recorded Occurrences and or Mortality Information 

Event Comments Source 

Victim profile 

 

    The average age of the officers who died accidentally in 2011 was 41 years. 

    The average length of law enforcement service for the officers accidentally killed in the line of 

duty was 13 years. 

    Of the officers who were accidentally killed, 45 were white, 7 were black, and 1 officer was 

Asian/Pacific Islander.  

    50 of the officers were male; 3 were female. 

 

More information about these topics is provided in Tables 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, and 58. 

Circumstances 

 

Of the officers who were accidentally killed in the line of duty in 2011: 

 

    30 died as a result of automobile accidents.  

    5 were struck by vehicles. 

    4 officers died in motorcycle accidents. 

    4 were accidentally shot as a result of crossfire or other firearm mishaps. 

    3 officers died as a result of drowning. 

    1 was killed in a fall. 

    1 died in an aircraft accident. 

    5 officers died as a result of other types of accidents. 

 

Of the 5 officers struck by vehicles: 

 

    3 were executing traffic stops or roadblocks. 

    2 were directing traffic or assisting motorists. 

 

More information about this topic (including a complete breakdown of the types of circumstances 

in which officers accidentally died) is provided in Tables 61, 62, 63, and 64. 

Assignments 

 

    29 of the on-duty officers accidentally killed in 2011 were alone at the time of the accidents.  

    22 on-duty officers had assistance at the time of their fatal accidents. 

    2 officers were off duty. 

 

More information about this topic is included in Tables 59, 60, 62, and 63. 

Regional and outlying area breakdowns 
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Of the officers who were accidentally killed in the line of duty in 2011: 

 

    27 were employed by law enforcement agencies in the South. 

    10 were employed by law enforcement agencies in the West. 

    8 officers were employed by law enforcement agencies in the Northeast. 

    7 were employed by law enforcement agencies in the Midwest. 

    1 was employed by a law enforcement agency in Puerto Rico. 

 

More information about this topic (including annual totals from 2002 to 2011) is provided in Table 

48. 

Months, days, and times of incidents 

 

    In 2011, the greatest number of accidents resulting in the deaths of law enforcement officers (8) 

occurred in March and May. 

    More officers were fatally injured in accidents on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays in 2011, 

with 10 officers accidentally killed on each of these days. 

    31 officers were fatally injured in accidents that occurred between the hours of 12:01 p.m. and 

midnight. 

    22 officers were killed in accidents occurring between 12:01 a.m. and noon. 

 

Crime, Law Officers 

Assulted 

Officers Assulted 
 

    In 2011, the FBI collected assault data from 11,944 law enforcement agencies that employed 

535,651 officers.  These officers provided service to more than 251 million persons, or 80.6 percent 

of the nation’s population.  (Based on Table 65.) 

    Law enforcement agencies reported that 54,774 officers were assaulted while performing their 

duties in 2011. 

    The rate of officer assaults in 2011 was 10.2 per 100 sworn officers. 

www.fbi.gov/about-

us/cjis/ucr/leoka/2011/officers-assaulted-

1/officers-assaulted  
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More information about these topics is provided in Tables 65, 66, 70, and 71. 

Injuries 

 

    26.6 percent of the officers assaulted sustained injuries. 

    28.5 percent of the officers who were attacked with personal weapons (e.g., hands, fists, or feet) 

suffered injuries. 

    15.7 percent of the officers who were assaulted with knives or other cutting instruments were 

injured. 

    9.4 percent of officers who were attacked with firearms were injured. 

    22.3 percent of officers who were attacked with other dangerous weapons were injured. 

 

More information about this topic is provided in Tables 65, 66, and 70. 

Times of incidents 

 

    For the thirteenth consecutive year, the largest percentage of assaults on officers (15.3 percent) 

happened from 12:01 a.m. to 2 a.m.  

    The smallest percentage of assaults on officers (2.6 percent) occurred between 6:01 a.m. and 8 

a.m. 

 

More information about this topic is provided in Table 67. 

Circumstances 

 

Of all officers who were assaulted in 2011: 

 

    33.3 percent were responding to disturbance calls (family quarrels, bar fights, etc.). 

    14.7 percent of the officers assaulted were attempting other arrests. 

    12.6 percent of the officers assaulted were handling or transporting prisoners.   

 

More information about this topic is provided in Tables 68, 69, and 73. 

Clearances 

 

Law enforcement agencies can clear offenses by arrest or exceptional means (i.e., when law 

enforcement can identify the perpetrator, but are unable to make an arrest due to circumstances 

beyond their control, such as the death or suicide of the subject). 

 

    In 2011, law enforcement agencies cleared 91.3 percent of the 54,774 reported assaults on law 

enforcement officers. 
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    By type of circumstance, agencies cleared the greatest percentage of assaults (93.0 percent) on 

officers during robberies in progress/pursuing robbery suspects. 

 

More information about this topic is provided in Table 68. 

Assignments 

 

    63.8 percent of the officers who were assaulted were assigned to 1-officer vehicle patrols. 

    17.0 percent of the officers who were assaulted were assigned to 2-officer vehicle patrols. 

    4.6 percent of officers who were assaulted were assigned to detective duties or special 

assignments. 

    14.5 percent of officers were assigned to other duties when they were assaulted in the line of 

duty.  

 

Weapons 

 

    In 2011, 79.9 percent of officers who were assaulted in the line of duty were attacked with 

personal weapons (e.g., hands, fists, or feet). 

    14.3 percent of the officers were assaulted with other dangerous weapons. 

    4.0 percent of the officers were assaulted with firearms. 

    1.8 percent of the officers were assaulted with knives or other cutting instruments. 

Crime, Law Officers 

Federal Killed and 

Assulted 

Federal Officers Killed and Assulted 
 

In 2011, 3 officers, 2 officers with the U.S. Department of Justice and 1 officer with the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security, were killed in the line of duty.  In addition, 1,686 federal law 

enforcement officers were assaulted.  Of these officers, 254 were injured.  By department: 

 

    The U.S. Capitol Police employed 21 of the officers who were assaulted, and 8 of these officers 

were injured. 

    In addition to the officer who was killed in the line of duty, the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security also employed 835 of the federal officers who were assaulted, and 90 of these officers 

were injured.  

    The U.S. Department of the Interior employed 536 of the officers who were assaulted, and 113 

of these officers were injured. 

    In addition to the 2 federal officers killed, the U.S. Department of Justice employed 287 of the 

officers who were assaulted, and 41 of these officers were injured. 

    No U.S. Department of the Treasury employees were assaulted or injured in 2011. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-

us/cjis/ucr/leoka/2011/federal-officers-killed-

and-assaulted/federal-officers-killed-and-

assaulted  
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    The U.S. Postal Inspection Service employed 7 of the officers who were assaulted in 2011; 2 of 

these officers were injured. 

 

More information about this topic is provided in Tables 74, 75, 76, and 77. 

 

See also the summaries of Assaults by Department. 

Weapons 

 

    663 federal officers were attacked with personal weapons such as hands, fists, or feet, and 147 

of these assaults resulted in injuries to the officers. 

    102 federal officers were assaulted with vehicles, and 20 of these officers suffered injuries. 

    92 officers were assaulted with firearms resulting in 3 officers killed and 7 officers injured. 

    19 officers were attacked with blunt instruments resulting in 6 officers injured. 

    18 officers were assaulted with knives or other cutting instruments, and 4 of these officers 

suffered injuries. 

    15 officers were involved in bomb-related incidents; none were injured. 

    780 officers were assaulted with various other types of weapons resulting in 70 officers injured. 

 

More information about this topic (including a complete breakdown of the types of weapons used 

to attack federal officers) is provided in Tables 77, 78, 79, and 80. 

Type of activity 

 

    876 of the federal officers assaulted in 2011 were on patrol or guard duty when they were 

assaulted. 

    469 officers were assaulted while attempting arrests or serving summonses. 

    166 officers were attacked while conducting investigations or searches. 

    60 officers were assaulted while maintaining custody of prisoners. 

    29 officers were assaulted while on court duty. 

    12 officers were assigned to office duty when they were assaulted. 

    10 officers were on protection duty at the time of their attacks. 

    67 officers were assigned to other duties when assaulted. 

 

More information about this topic (including a complete breakdown of the type of activities in 

which federal officers were attacked) is provided in Table 81. 

Regional and outlying area breakdowns 

 

Of the federal law enforcement officers who were assaulted in 2011: 
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    896 officers were stationed in the West. 

    529 officers were stationed in the South. 

    175 officers were stationed in the Midwest. 

    81 officers were stationed in the Northeast. 

    4 officers were stationed in Puerto Rico. 

    2 officers were stationed in Mexico. 

    The duty station was not reported for 2 victim officers. 

 

More information about this topic (including a complete breakdown by state) is provided in Table 

79. 

Dispositional information 

 

    1,109 alleged assailants were identified in connection with the 1,689 assaults on federal officers. 

    Of the 1,109 offenders, dispositional information was reported for 466 of them. 

    Of the 466 offenders for whom dispositions were provided: 

        228 were found guilty. 

        132 of the offenders were awaiting trial, and 9 were found not guilty or the charges were 

dismissed. 

        Prosecution was declined for 67 offenders; and prosecution was pending for 18 offenders. 

        5 offenders were found incompetent to stand trial, and 4 are deceased. 

        3 offenders remained fugitives at the time of this report. 

 

More information about this topic is provided in Tables 74 and 82. 

Five-year totals 

 

    From 2007 through 2011, there were 8,379 federal officers assaulted; 7 of these officers were 

killed. 

    In each of the last 4 years, an officer employed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has 

been killed in the line of duty.  Of these officers, 3 were employed by the U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection and 1 officer with the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 

    Since 2008, 3 officers employed by the U.S. Department of Justice have been killed in the line of 

duty.  An officer employed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation was killed in the line of duty in 

2008.  Two officers employed by the U.S. Marshals Service were killed in 2011. 

Crime, Motor Vehicle 

Theft 

Motor Vehicle Theft 
 

    There were an estimated 715,373 thefts of motor vehicles nationwide in 2011.  The 

estimated rate of motor vehicle thefts was 229.6 per 100,000 inhabitants. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/property-

crime/motor-vehicle-theft  
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    The estimated number of motor vehicle thefts declined 3.3 percent when compared with data 

from 2010, 35.0 percent when compared with 2007 figures, and 42.6 percent when compared with 

2002 figures.   

    More than $4.3 billion was lost nationwide to motor vehicle thefts in 2011.  The average dollar 

loss per stolen vehicle was $6,089.   

    Of all motor vehicles reported stolen in 2011, 73.9 percent were automobiles.   

 

Crime, murder Murder For this most final of all crimes, our worry seems egregiously out of proportion. 1 

in 5.26 of us worry about being murdered, but the odds a person will be murdered in a 

year are just 1 in 18,690. 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Relationships-

Society/Crime-Punishment/Articles/A0397-

Murder-Most-Foul-Or-Most-Rare-Crime-Worry 

Crime, Murder 

Violent 

Murder 

 

    In 2011, an estimated 14,612 persons were murdered in the United States.  This was a 

0.7 percent decrease from the 2010 estimate, a 14.7 percent decline from the 2007 figure, and a 

10.0 percent decrease from the 2002 estimate. 

    There were 4.7 murders per 100,000 inhabitants, a 1.5 percent decrease from the 2010 

rate.  Compared with the 2007 rate, the murder rate declined 17.4 percent, and compared with 

the 2002 rate, the murder rate decreased 16.8 percent.   

    Nearly 44 percent (43.6) of murders were reported in the South, the most populous region, 21.0 

percent were reported in the West, 20.6 percent were reported in the Midwest, and 14.8 percent 

were reported in the Northeast.   

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/violent-

crime/murder  
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Crime, Native 

Americans and 

Violent Crime 

Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

The annual average violent crime rate among American Indians is twice as high as that of blacks 

and 2.5 times that of whites. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, American 

Indians and Crime — December 2004)  

The violent crime rate in every age group below age 35 is significantly higher for Native 

Americans than for all persons. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, American 

Indians and Crime — December 2004)  

Rates of violent victimization for both males and females are higher for Native Americans than 

for all races. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, American Indians and Crime 

— December 2004)  

The rate of violent victimization among Native American women is more than double that of all 

women. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, American Indians and Crime — 

December 2004)  

Nearly 75 percent of the U.S. Attorney's Office investigations of Indian country suspects involve 

violent crimes. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, American Indians and 

Crime — December 2004)  

Compared to all races, Native American children are almost twice as likely to experience child 

maltreatment and victimization. (U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 2006 National Report — March 2006)  

Compared to all races, Native Americans are almost twice as likely to experience a rape in their 

lifetime. (U.S. Department of Justice and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Extent, 

Nature, and Consequences of Rape Victimization — January 2006)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 

 

Crime, Property Property Crime 

 

    In 2011, there were an estimated 9,063,173 property crime offenses in the nation. 
    The 2-year trend showed that property crime decreased 0.5 percent in 2011 compared with the 

2010 estimate.  The 5-year trend, comparing 2011 data with that of 2007, showed an 8.3 percent 

drop in property crime. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/property-

crime/property-crime  
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    In 2011, the rate of property crime was estimated at 2,908.7 per 100,000 inhabitants, a 1.3 

percent decrease when compared with the rate in 2010.  The 2011 property crime rate was 11.2 

percent lower than the 2007 rate and 19.9 percent below the 2002 rate.   

    Larceny-theft accounted for 68.0 percent of all property crimes in 2011.  Burglary accounted for 

24.1 percent and motor vehicle theft for 7.9 percent.   

    Property crimes in 2011 resulted in losses estimated at $15.6 billion.   

Crime, Rape Violent Forcible Rape 2011 

 

    There were an estimated 83,425 forcible rapes reported to law enforcement in 2011.  
This estimate was 2.5 percent lower than the 2010 estimate and 9.5 percent and 12.4 percent 

lower than the 2007 and 2002 estimates, respectively.   

    The rate of forcible rapes in 2011 was estimated at 52.7 per 100,000 female inhabitants. 

    Rapes by force comprised 93.0 percent of reported rape offenses in 2011, and attempts 

or assaults to commit rape accounted for 7.0 percent of reported rapes.   

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/violent-

crime/forcible-rape  

 

Crime, Robbery 

Violent 

Robbery 

 

    In 2011, there were an estimated 354,396 robberies nationwide.  
    The 2011 estimated number of robberies decreased 4.0 percent from the 2010 estimate and 

20.8 percent from the 2007 estimate.  

    When compared with the 2010 rate, the 2011 estimated robbery rate of 113.7 per 100,000 

inhabitants showed a decrease of 4.7 percent.   

    Robberies accounted for an estimated $409 million in losses in 2011. 

    The average dollar value of property stolen per reported robbery was $1,153.  Banks 

experienced the highest average dollar loss at $4,704 per offense.   

    Among the robberies for which the UCR Program received weapon information in 2011;  

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/violent-

crime/robbery  
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• strong-arm tactics were used in 42.3 percent,  

• firearms were used in 41.3 percent,  

• knives and cutting instruments were used in 7.8 percent of robberies.   

• Other dangerous weapons were used in 8.7 percent of robberies in 2011. 

Crime, Sexual Assault 1 in 5.26 of us worry about this terrifying crime. 1 in 541.1 women actually become 

victims of rape or sexual assault in a year (1 in 1,008 people overall). 

http://www.bookofodds.com/Relationships-

Society/Crime-Punishment/Articles/A0397-

Murder-Most-Foul-Or-Most-Rare-Crime-Worry 

Crime, Stalking Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

Almost 60 percent of female and 30 percent of male victims are stalked by an intimate partner 

annually in the United States. (The National Center for Victims of Crime, Stalking Resource Center 

— October 2005)  

About 10 percent of women and more than 2 percent of men will report being stalked by a 

current or former spouse, cohabiting partner, or date at some time during in their life. (The 

National Center for Victims of Crime, Stalking Resource Center — October 2005)  

Only 28 percent of female stalking victims and 10 percent of male stalking victims obtained a 

protective order from the police. Sixty- nine percent of female victims and 81 percent of male 

victims had their protection order violated. (The National Center for Victims of Crime, Stalking 

Resource Center — October 2005). 

More than 75 percent of intimate partner femicide (female murder) victims reported that they 

were being stalked by their intimate partner. (The National Center for Victims of Crime, Stalking 

Resource Center — October 2005) 

Stalking may be an even more common precursor to intimate partner homicide than abuse. (U.S. 

Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice, Intimate Partner Violence Risk Assessment 

Validation Study — March 2005) 

The majority of victims who did not report their victimization to the police thought the police 

would not or could not do anything on their behalf. These findings suggest that most victims of 

intimate partner violence do not consider the justice system an appropriate vehicle for resolving 

conflicts with intimates. (National Institute of Justice and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence — July 2000)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 
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The average stalking duration by an intimate partner is 2.2 years. (The National Center for Victims 

of Crime, Stalking Resource Center — October 2005) 

 
Crime, Teen and 

Youth Violence 

Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

The numbers of adolescents and young adults, now the most crime-prone segment of the 

population, are expected to grow rapidly over the next several years. (U.S. Department of Justice, 

FY 2004 Performance and Accountability Report — November 2004)  

Youth violence, although international in scope, is greater in the United States, more likely to 

involve firearms, and more lethal in its consequences. (U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, Youth Violence: A Report of the Surgeon General, 2001)  

The odds of being a victim of a violent crime as a juvenile 12-17 years of age are greater than 2 to 

1. (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of 

Justice Statistics, Juvenile Victimization and Offending, 1993-2003 — April 2005)  

Nearly 70 percent of adolescents are estimated to fall victim to violent crime. (Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Persons ages 12 to 17 experience violent crime at rates twice as high as adults ages 18 and older. 

(U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Juvenile Victimization and Offending, 

1993-2003 — April 2005)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 
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One-third of all kidnap victims known to law enforcement are under the age of 18. (U.S. 

Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Juvenile Offenders 

and Victims: 2006 National Report — March 2006) 

Violent victimization during adolescence appears to be both a risk factor for and a cause of adult 

problems with regard to violent crime victimization, domestic violence perpetration and 

victimization, violent and property crime perpetration, and problem drug use. (Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Victims of violence in adolescence also tend to be victims of violence in adulthood. The odds of 

adult violent victimization are more than twice as high for those who are victims of violence in 

adolescence than for those who are not. (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. 

Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence 

Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

In 2004, students ages 12-18 were victims of about 1.4 million non-fatal crimes at school, 

including 863,000 thefts and 583,000 violent crimes. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of 

Justice Statistics, Indicators of School Crime and Safety, 2006 — December 2006)  

Being the victim of a crime at school is more prevalent for students ages 12 -14, but being the 

victim of a crime away from school is more prevalent for students ages 15-18. In both categories, 

males are more likely than females to be victims of violent crime. (U.S. Department of Justice, 

Bureau of Justice Statistics, Indicators of School Crime and Saftey, 2006 — December 2006) 

Being either a perpetrator or a victim of violent crime as an adolescent increases the odds of 

being a perpetrator of violent crime as an adult by a factor of about 3.5. (Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Being both a perpetrator and a victim of violent crime as an adolescent increases the odds of 

perpetrating a violent crime as an adult by a factor of 13. (Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Adolescent victims of violence, compared to non-victims, are 50 percent more likely to be 

victims of violent crime and domestic violence, perpetrators of domestic violence, and problem 
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drug users. (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office 

of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Nearly 16 percent of arrests for forcible rape and 20 percent of arrests for other sex offenses 

involved youths age 17 or younger. (U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention — December 2006)  

Male college students, compared to female college students, are twice as likely to be victims of 

overall violence. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violent Victimization of 

College Students, 1995-2002 — January 2005)  

Only about 35 percent of violent crimes against college students are reported to the police. (U.S. 

Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violent Victimization of College Students, 1995-

2002 — January 2005)  

Except for rape or sexual assault, college students are most often violently victimized by 

someone they do not know. Victims of rape or sexual assault are about four times more likely to 

be victimized by someone they know than by strangers. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of 

Justice Statistics, Violent Victimization of College Students, 1995-2002 — January 2005)  

Older students (ages 15 to 18) are less likely than younger students (ages 12 to 14) to be victims 

of crime at school, but older students are more likely than younger students to be victims of 

crime away from school. (Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 2007, U.S. Department of Justice, 

Bureau of Justice Statistics – 2007) 

 

Twenty-eight percent of students ages 12 to 18 reported being bullied at school during the last 6 

months. Of those students who reported being bullied, 24 percent reported that they had 

sustained an injury as a result of the incident. (Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 2007, U.S. 

Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics – 2007) 
Crime, Trauma, 

Mental Health and 

Substance Abuse 

Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is associated with the increased likelihood of co-occurring mental 

health and substance abuse. Approximately 88 percent of men and 79 percent of women with 

PTSD meet criteria for another psychiatric disorder. (U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, National 

Center for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 
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The co-occurring disorders most prevalent for men with PTSD are alcohol abuse or dependence 

(52 percent), major depressive episodes (48 percent), conduct disorders (43 percent), and drug 

abuse and dependence (34 percent). (U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, National Center for Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder)  

The co-occurring disorders most frequently associated with PTSD among women are major 

depressive disorders (49 percent), simple phobias (29 percent), social phobias (28 percent), and 

alcohol abuse or dependence (28 percent). (U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, National Center 

for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder)  

Women are more than twice as likely than men to experience adult depression and Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder. (U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, National Center for Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder)  

Approximately 8 percent of men and 20 percent of women develop Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder, and about 30 percent of those persons develop chronic, life-long PTSD. (U.S. 

Department of Veteran Affairs, National Center for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder)  

Mental health problems in adolescence are clearly more closely correlated with violent 

victimization than with property victimization. (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and 

the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Youth 

Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Adults who have been victims of violence during adolescence are twice as likely as others to 

report ever having had symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. (Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Violent victimization during adolescence nearly doubles the odds of problem illicit drug use in 

adulthood. (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office 

of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Adolescent mental health problems triple the odds of adult anxiety, double the odds of adult 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, and also increase the odds of adult depression. (Centers for 
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Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

Adolescent victims of violence, compared to non-victims, are twice as likely to experience Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder and 3 times as likely to be serious violent offenders. (Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 2002)  

An estimated 26 percent of Americans ages 18 and older suffer from a diagnosable mental 

disorder in a given year. (National Institute of Mental Health)  

Serious mental illness is highly correlated with substance abuse and dependence. (U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration, 2002 National Survey on Drug Use & Health)  

In the United States, nearly twice as many women (12.0 percent) as men (6.6 percent) are 

affected by a depressive disorder each year, translating to 12.4 million women and 6.4 million 

men. (National Institute of Mental Health)  

Anxiety disorders, which include panic disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD), Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder, phobias, and generalized anxiety disorder, affect an estimated 18 

percent of Americans ages 18 and older in a given year, or about 40 million adults. Women 

outnumber men in each illness category except for OCD and social phobia, in which both sexes 

have an equal likelihood of being affected. (National Institute of Mental Health)  

Females are four times more likely to develop long-term Post Traumatic Stress Disorder than 

males and have higher rates of co-occurring medical and psychiatric problems than males with 

the disorder. (U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, National Center for Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder, Research on Women, Trauma and PTSD — July 2007)  
Crime, violent Are different groups of people are victimized more than others? 

The answer is statistically simple but it depends far more on the activities you choose to 

engage in than race, sex or income. 

For example, those age 65 or older have, by far, the lowest rates of violent crime. 

However, if that 65 year old chooses to go into a high crime neighborhood and purchase 

drugs then his risk for violence dramatically increases. 

http://crimeinamerica.net/2010/12/13/what-

are-my-chances-of-being-a-victim-of-violent-

crime/ 

http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/content/pub/pdf/cv09.

pdf 
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If a 14 year old (those 12-15 have the highest rates for violent crime) chooses to spend 

her evenings studying and spending time with her family, her chances for violent crime 

drop dramatically. 

Females knew their offenders in almost 70% of violent crimes committed against them 

(they are relatives, friends or acquaintances). If females make the best possible choices as 

to who they associate with (if they have a choice) their rates of violent crime drop 

considerably. 

Sex: Males are victimized more than females, but not by much (18.4 vs. 15.8) per 

thousand.  There are big differences per crime category; more men are victims of robbery 

and serious assault, the rates for simple assault are virtually identical, more women are 

raped. 

Race: Blacks have much higher rates of violent crime (26.8) than whites (15.8) but the 

highest crime category in the survey is for people of mixed race (42.1 per thousand). 

Blacks were more likely than whites to be victims of overall violent crime, robbery, and 

aggravated assault, and somewhat more likely than whites to be victims of rape or sexual 

assault. 

Hispanics: Hispanics (18.1) and non-Hispanics (17.0 per thousand) were equally likely to 

experience overall violent crime. Hispanics were victims of robbery at rates higher than 

those of non-Hispanics. 

Income: While not a measure of violent crime, lower income households experienced 

property crime at higher rates than higher income households. In general, lower income 

households had higher rates of overall property crime and household burglary, compared 

to higher income households. 

Although not covered by this document (source below) most research on violent crime 

also connects lower income individuals and households with higher rates of violent crime. 

 Households in the lowest income category—less than $7,500 per year—had the highest 

overall property crime rate, and were victims of property crime at a rate that was about 

1.6 times higher than households earning $75,000 per year or more. 

Size of Household: Larger households experienced property crime at much higher rates 

than smaller households. 

Geography: People living in urban areas had much higher rates of violent and property 

crime than people living in suburbs and rural areas (from another part of the National 

Crime Survey). 
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Apartments: People living in single family homes have lower rates of crime than people 

living in apartments (from another part of the National Crime Survey). 

Thus if you are 24 years of age and living in an apartment complex with three other 

people in an urban area and you are a person of modest income, your chances for crime 

and/or violent victimization are going to be much higher than a 50 year old living in a 

single family house with one additional person in a rural area. 

But, if you are 24 years of age and living in an apartment complex in an urban area and 

you are a person of modest income who is going to college and only associates with 

trusted friends and works part-time and engages in limited socializing in high crime areas, 

your chance for violent victimization is going to be much lower than a 50 year old living in 

a single family house in a rural area who spends his life in a bar. 

In the final analysis, our chances for violent victimization are more controlled by what we 

do than by who we are. 

 

Crime, Violent FBI - Violent Crime 2011 

There were an estimated 386.3 violent crimes per 100,000 inhabitants in 2011 

Aggravated assaults accounted for the highest number of violent crimes reported to law 

enforcement at 62.4 percent.  

Robbery comprised 29.4 percent of violent crimes, forcible rape accounted for 6.9 

percent  

murder accounted for 1.2 percent of estimated violent crimes in 2011. 

In 2011, an estimated 1,203,564 violent crimes occurred nationwide, a decrease of 3.8 

percent from the 2010 estimate. 

When considering 5- and 10-year trends, the 2011 estimated violent crime total was 15.4 percent 

below the 2007 level and 15.5 percent below the 2002 level. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/violent-

crime/violent-crime  
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Information collected regarding type of weapon showed that firearms were used in 67.7 percent of 

the nation’s murders, 41.3 percent of robberies, and 21.2 percent of aggravated assaults. 

(Weapons data are not collected for forcible rape.)  

Crime, Violent Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

 

Violent Crime General stats 

The odds of being a victim of a violent crime during adulthood are greater than 2 to 1. 

(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — February 

2002)  

More than one in three (35 percent) of adults are estimated to fall victim to violent 

crime. (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Department of Justice, 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Youth Violence Research Bulletin — 

February 2002)  

In 2005, U.S. residents age 12 or older experienced an estimated 23 million violent and 

property crimes. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime 

Victimization Survey — September 2006)  

Most murder victims (79 percent) and murderers (88 percent) are male. (U.S. 

Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Homicide Trends in the U.S. – Trends by 

Gender — July 2006)  

More than 75 percent of victims know their offender. (U.S. Department of Justice, 

National Crime Victimization Survey — September 2004)  

Women are more likely than males to be victims of rape or sexual assault, but males are 

more likely to fall victim to violent crime, in general. (U.S. Department of Justice, 

National Crime Victimization Survey — September 2006)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 
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Females are most often violently victimized by someone they know, while males are 

more likely to be victimized by strangers. (U.S. Department of Justice, National Crime 

Victimization Survey — September 2006)  

Approximately 52 percent of violent victimizations are not reported to the police. (U.S. 

Department of Justice, National Crime Victimization Survey — September 2004)  

Violence against females is more likely to be reported (55 percent) than violence against 

males (42 percent). (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Reporting 

Crime to the Police, 1992-2001 — March 2003)  

One of the most commonly cited reasons victims give for not reporting the crimes 

against them is that their victimization is a "private/personal matter." (U.S. Department 

of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Intimate Partner Violence in the U.S. — December 

2006)  

In 2005, about 16 million households experienced one or more property crimes or had a 

member age 12 or older who experienced one or more violent crimes. (U.S. Department 

of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Crime and the Nation's Households, 2005 — April 

2007)  

Estimates indicate that only 6 to 14 percent of chronic violent offenders are ever 

arrested for a serious violent crime. (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Youth Violence: A Report of the Surgeon General, 2001)  

In 2002, state courts convicted more than one million adults of a felony. Of those 

convicted felons, 28 percent were given probation with no jail or prison time, and 

approximately 20 percent of the total number of convicted felons were violent 

offenders. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Felony Sentences in 

State Courts, 2004 — July 2007)  

The District of Columbia has the highest violent crime rate in the nation, followed by 

South Dakota and Tennessee. (U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, 2006 – Crime in the United States — September 2007)  
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Crime, Workplace 

Violence 

Crime and Victim Stats from a 2011 report:   

Overall, approximately 18 percent of violent crimes occur in the workplace. (U.S. Department of 

Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence in the Workplace, 1993-99 — December 2001)  

An average of 1.7 million violent crimes per year are committed against persons age 12 or older 

who are at work or on duty. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence in 

the Workplace, 1993-99 — December 2001)  

The majority of workplace violent incidents — almost 19 in 20 — are aggravated or simple 

assaults. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence in the Workplace, 1993-

99 — December 2001)  

Less than 25 percent of workplace rape and sexual assaults are reported to the police, the lowest 

percentage when compared to other violent crimes in the workplace. (U.S. Department of 

Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence in the Workplace, 1993-99 — December 2001)  

The violent crime victimization rate for working or on duty males is 56 percent higher than the 

female rate. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence in the Workplace, 

1993-99 — December 2001)  

Except for rape and sexual assault, males experience all categories of workplace violent crime at 

higher rates and percentages than females. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice 

Statistics, Violence in the Workplace, 1993-99 — December 2001)  

Persons employed in law enforcement are victimized while at work or on duty at the highest rate 

of all occupations, followed by those in the mental health field. Police officers account for about 

11 percent of all workplace victimizations. (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, 

Violence in the Workplace, 1993-99 — December 2001)  

Except for those in the mental health and teaching fields, workplace violence victims are more 

likely to be victimized by a stranger than by someone they know. (U.S. Department of Justice, 

Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence in the Workplace, 1993-99 — December 2001)  

http://www.witnessjustice.org/news/stats.cfm 

 

Crime; rape, robbery 

or assault, completed 

From a 1987 report using figures compiled by the Government's National Crime Survey 

from 1975 through 1984 - Variety of Differences - Race: 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/09/us/83-

to-be-victims-of-crime-violence.html 

Lifetime Likelihood of Victimization Mar 1987 
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Blacks have a 53 percent chance of becoming the victims of a completed rape, robbery or 

assault, while the figure for whites is 41 percent. For robbery, blacks face a 51 percent 

victimization rate, while the rate for whites is 27 percent. 

Men are more likely to be violently assaulted than women, the study found. Eighty-nine 

percent of 12-year-old boys can expect to become victims of violent crimes, as against 73 

percent for girls. Nearly one in four men will be robbed, but only one out of five women. 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/104274.pd

f  

 

WHO GETS VICTIMIZED Mar 1999 

http://www.rri.wvu.edu/pdffiles/krejny.pdf  

Crime; rape, robbery 

or assault, completed 

From a 1987 report using figures compiled by the Government's National Crime Survey 

from 1975 through 1984 - Variety of Differences - Age: 

 

As a person ages, the chances of being a victim of violent crime decline more rapidly than 

life expectancy. 

People who are now 20 years old have a 72 percent chance of being raped, robbed or 

assaulted, and the figures drop to 53 percent at age 30, 36 percent at age 40, 22 percent 

at age 50, 14 percent at age 60 and 8 percent at the age of 70. 

The study notes, however, that crime rates have declined since 1981, and if the trend 

continues, the projected rates would also decrease. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/09/us/83-

to-be-victims-of-crime-violence.html 

Lifetime Likelihood of Victimization Mar 1987 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bjs/104274.pd

f  

 

WHO GETS VICTIMIZED Mar 1999 

http://www.rri.wvu.edu/pdffiles/krejny.pdf  

 

Crime, Violent 

Aggravated Assault 

Aggravated Assault 

In 2011, there were an estimated 751,131 aggravated assaults in the nation. 
The estimated number of aggravated assaults in 2011 declined 3.9 percent when compared with 

data from 2010 and 15.7 percent when compared with the estimate for 2002. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/violent-

crime/aggravated-assault  
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In 2011, the estimated rate of aggravated assaults was 241.1 offenses per 100,000 

inhabitants. 
A 10-year comparison of data from 2002 and 2011 showed that the rate of aggravated assaults in 

2011 dropped 22.1 percent.   

Of the aggravated assault offenses in 2011 for which law enforcement agencies provided 

expanded data,  

• 26.9 percent were committed with personal weapons such as hands, fists, or feet.   

• 21.2 % of aggravated assaults were committed with firearms   

• 19.1 percent were committed with knives or cutting instruments.   

• The remaining 32.8 percent of aggravated assaults were committed with other 

weapons.   

Disaster Risk Disaster Risk and Vulnerability: The Role and Impact of Population and Society Jan 2011  

by William Donner and Havidán Rodríguez 

http://www.prb.org/Articles/2011/disaster-

risk.aspx  

Disaster Risk May 2011 Which American cities are most vulnerable to natural disasters? 

 

Some regions are more prone to nature’s wrath. For instance, California is nested on a 

major fault that makes it susceptible to earthquakes. The southeast coastal region is, at 

certain times of the year, hurricane country. 

 

But to give people a more precise understanding of the kinds of risks posed by living in a 

city like, say New Orleans, publisher Sterlings BestPlaces fed available statistics and other 

historical data on natural disasters into a computer and generated a very telling 

infographic that maps out the various natural disaster hot spots throughout America. 

 

(Great Infographic) 

http://www.smartplanet.com/blog/thinking-

tech/infographic-which-american-cities-are-

most-vulnerable-to-natural-disasters/7114  

Disaster Risk Where to Live to Avoid a Natural Disaster April 30, 2011  

Another great graphic by Sterlings BestPlaces showing some smaller breakdowns of 

specific natural disasters. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/05/

01/weekinreview/01safe.html  

http://graphics8.nytimes.com/packages/pdf/we

ekinreview/05012011-natural-disaster-risk-

map.pdf  

Disaster Risk, 

Infrastructure - 

Electric 

Physical Vulnerability of Electric Systems to Natural Disasters and Sabotage Jun 1990 http://www.fas.org/ota/reports/9034.pdf  
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Disaster Risk, Natural Vulnerability and Resilience in Natural Disasters-A Marketing and Public Policy Perspective 

2009 

http://www.uwyo.edu/mgtmkt/faculty-

staff/faculty-

pages/docs/baker/vulnerability%20and%20resil

ience.pdf  

Disaster Risk, US 

Natural 

US Vulnerability to Natural Hazards Map 

Shows frequencies, damages and costs for: 

Hurricane, Floods, Tornados and Earthquakes 

http://www.agiweb.org/gap/workgroup/USHaz

Poster.pdf  

Earthquake, CA Los Angeles can expect to be mightily damaged by movement on the San Andreas Fault, 

or the Newport-Inglewood or other neighboring faults, most probably within the next 25 

years. 

http://hsv.com/genlintr/newmadrd/ 

 

Earthquake, New 

Madrid 

7 - 10%   probability of a repeat of the 1811 - 1812 earthquakes 

(magnitude 7.5 - 8.0) - anytime in the next 50 years 

 

25 - 40%   probability of a magnitude 6.0 or larger   

 

The probability for magnitude 6 New Madrid earthquakes a few years ago was put above 

90% in 50 years. The USGS changed the figures in 2002 to 25-40% for a magnitude 6.0 or 

greater and 7 - 10% for a catastrophic event in any 50-year period, based on all new 

science. The chances for a magnitude 6 were decreased, but chances were slightly 

increased for the catastrophic events. 

http://www.showme.net/~fkeller/quake/streng

th.htm 

 

 

Earthquake, US East Many faults and a few mostly modest quakes have long been known around New York 

City.  One major previously known feature, the Ramapo Seismic Zone, runs from eastern 

Pennsylvania to the mid-Hudson Valley, passing within a mile or two northwest of Indian 

http://www.earth.columbia.edu/articles/view/

2235 
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Point, NY (nuclear power plant located here). The researchers found that this system is 

not so much a single fracture as a braid of smaller ones, where quakes emanate from a 

set of still ill-defined faults. East and south of the Ramapo zone—and possibly more 

significant in terms of hazard--is a set of nearly parallel northwest-southeast faults. These 

include Manhattan’s 125th Street fault, which seems to have generated two small 1981 

quakes, and could have been the source of the big 1737 quake; the Dyckman Street fault, 

which carried a magnitude 2 in 1989; the Mosholu Parkway fault; and the Dobbs Ferry 

fault in suburban Westchester, which generated the largest recent shock, a surprising 

magnitude 4.1, in 1985. Fortunately, it did no damage. Given the pattern, Sykes says the 

big 1884 quake may have hit on a yet-undetected member of this parallel family further 

south. 

The researchers say that frequent small quakes occur in predictable ratios to larger ones, 

and so can be used to project a rough time scale for damaging events. Based on the 

lengths of the faults, the detected tremors, and calculations of how stresses build in the 

crust, the researchers say that magnitude 6 quakes, or even 7—respectively 10 and 100 

times bigger than magnitude 5--are quite possible on the active faults they describe. 

 

They calculate that magnitude 6 quakes take place in the area about every 670 years, and 

sevens, every 3,400 years. The corresponding probabilities of occurrence in any 50-year 

period would be 7% and 1.5%. 

EMP-HEMP attack Is an EMP attack on America far-fetched?  It’s hard to say.  To be sure, the 

likelihood of an EMP attack on America remains remote. Conventional terrorism, 

even of the large-scale variety, is considerably more likely, and a biological or chemical 

event is marginally more so. Yet, if an EMP incident does occur, the costs would be 

astronomical. Commission Chairman William Graham, a former science adviser to 

President Reagan, told the House Armed Services Committee in 2008 that an EMP attack 

had the potential to devastate the country’s electronic infrastructure to such a degree 

that it would no longer be capable of sustaining the country’s population. 

The risk is substantial enough that in 2001 the EMP Commission was created under the 

NDAA or National Defense Authorization Act and budgeted for each fiscal year since.  The 

EMP Commission has generated several reports on  ‘Assessing the threat to the US from 

electromagnetic pulse or EMP attack.  In 2011 as the sun entered one of its more active 

http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/20100908_ga

uging_threat_electromagnetic_pulse_emp_atta

ck 

http://frontpagemag.com/2011/kenneth-r-

timmerman/an-emp-attack-on-america/ 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/

dec/15/electromagnetic-pulse-a-real-threat/ 
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phases, the commission also looked into the electromagnetic effects of a 1859 Carrington 

Event type solar storm/CME, which is nature’s version of a HEMP. 

 

In 2010 and 2011 two bills were introduced that were to instruct the private sector to 

protect the US electrical grid; HR 668 & S 4004 aka SHIELD Act.  Both failed to get past 

their respective congressional sessions in 2010 and 2011 and are dead bills.  The failure to 

pass either of these bills was primarily due to the ‘tacking on’ of innocuous riders that 

related to some type of ‘censorship’ of items or intellectual  knowledge,  on the internet. 

 

A ground or high altitude detonation of a nuclear bomb capable to cause more than a 

temporary disruption of electrical devices and systems would need to be greater than 

about 1.4 megatons. 

Exposure to electric 

current, radiation, 

temperature, and 

pressure, Other and 

unspecified man-

made environmental 

factors 

The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States and their Lifetime 

Odds of said Injury (2000) 

 

Exposure to electric current, radiation, temperature, and pressure, Other and unspecified 

man-made environmental factors No records available to calculate 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

 
Fire United States Fire Loss Clock by The National Fire Prevention Association 

 

US fire loss clock 2011 

A fire department responded to a fire every 23 seconds. 

One outside fire was reported every 46 seconds. 

One structure fire was reported every 65 seconds. 

One home structure fire was reported every 85 seconds. 

One vehicle fire was reported every 144 seconds. 

http://nfpa.org  
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One civilian fire injury was reported every 30 minutes. 

One civilian fire death occured every 2 hours and 55 minutes. 

 

US fire loss clock 2010 

A fire department responded to a fire every 24 seconds. 

One outside fire was reported every 50 seconds. 

One structure fire was reported every 65 seconds. 

One home structure fire was reported every 85 seconds. 

One vehicle fire was reported every 146 seconds. 

One civilian fire injury was reported every 30 minutes. 

One civilian fire death occured every 2 hours and 49 minutes. 

 

US fire loss clock 2009 

A fire department responded to a fire every 23 seconds. 

One outside fire was reported every 49 seconds. 

One structure fire was reported every 66 seconds. 

One home structure fire was reported every 87 seconds. 

One vehicle fire was reported every 146 seconds. 

One civilian fire injury was reported every 31 minutes. 

One civilian fire death occured every 2 hours and 55 minutes. 

 

US fire loss clock 2007 

A fire department responded to a fire every 20 seconds. 

One outside fire was reported every 41 seconds. 

One structure fire was reported every 66 seconds. 

One home structure fire was reported every 79 seconds. 

One vehicle fire was reported every 122 seconds. 

One civilian fire injury was reported every 30 minutes. 

One civilian fire death occured every 2 hours and 33 minutes. 

Fire,    Death Rate 2008 Highest State Fire Death Rates by FEMA 

 

National Fire Death Rate: 12.0 deaths per million population  

 
District of Columbia 32.2 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/statistics/  
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Oklahoma 26.4 

Arkansas 24.1 

West Virginia 23.7 

Alabama 22.5 

Mississippi 22.5 

Tennessee 22.0 

Louisiana 21.4 

South Carolina 18.7 

Alaska 17.5 

Fire, Arson Arson 
 

    In 2011, 15,640 law enforcement agencies provided 1-12 months of arson data and reported 

52,333 arsons.  Of the participating agencies, 14,887 provided expanded offense data regarding 

43,412 arsons. 

    Nearly 46 percent (45.9) of all arson offenses involved structures (e.g., residential, storage, 

public, etc.).  Mobile property was involved in 23.9 percent of arsons, and other types of property 

(such as crops, timber, fences, etc.) accounted for 30.2 percent of reported arsons. 

    The average dollar loss per arson was $13,196. 

    Arsons of industrial/manufacturing structures resulted in the highest average dollar losses (an 

average of $68,349 per arson). 

    Arson offenses decreased 4.7 percent in 2011 when compared with arson data reported in 2010.   

    Nationwide, there were 18.2 arson offenses for every 100,000 inhabitants. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-

the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/property-

crime/arson 

Fire, brush, grass,  

forest 

During 2004-2008, local US fire departments responded to an estimated average of 

356,800 brush, grass or forest fires per year. 
41% were brush or brush and grass mixtures.  More than 1/3 were grass fires.  Only 10% were 

forest, woods or wildland fires. 

On average 976 bursh, grass or forest fires were reported per day. 

These incidents accounted for 23% of all fires reported to local fire departments. 
4,800 buildings were involved in these brush, grass and forest fires per year. 

Less than an acre burned in 3/4 (74%) of these fires. Only 4% burned more than 10 acres. 

9% or an average of 31,700 fires per year, occurred at one or two family homes. 

nfpa.org  

Fire, Home Structure Fire, Home structure fires by year by the National Fire Protection Association 
(follow the link for complete list 1977-2009 

http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryID=953&itemID=23071&URL=Research%20&%20Re

ports/Fire%20statistics/The%20U.S.%20fire%20problem&cookie_test=1)    

 

http://www.nfpa.org/  
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Year: 2000 

# Fires: 368,000   

Civilian Deaths: 3,420   

Civilian Injuries: 16,975   

 

Year: 2001 

# Fires: 383,500   

Civilian Deaths: 3,110   

Civilian Injuries: 15,200   

 

Year: 2002 

# Fires: 389,000   

Civilian Deaths: 2,670   

Civilian Injuries: 13,650   

 

Year: 2003 

# Fires: 388,500   

Civilian Deaths: 3,145   

Civilian Injuries: 13,650   

 

Year: 2004 

# Fires: 395,500 

Civilian Deaths: 3,190 

Civilian Injuries: 13,700 

 

Year: 2005 

# Fires: 381,000  

Civilian Deaths: 3,030   

Civilian Injuries: 13,300 

 

Year: 2006 

# Fires: 396,000  

Civilian Deaths: 2,580 

Civilian Injuries: 12,500 
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Year: 2007 

# Fires: 399,000  

Civilian Deaths: 2,865 

Civilian Injuries: 13,600 

 

Year: 2008 

# Fires: 386,500 

Civilian Deaths: 2,755 

Civilian Injuries: 13,160 

 

Year: 2009 

# Fires: 362,500 

Civilian Deaths: 2,565 

Civilian Injuries: 12,650 

 

In 2009, U.S. fire departments responded to 362,500 home structure1 fires. These fires 

caused 12,650 civilian injuries, 2,565 civilian deaths, $7.6 billion in direct damage. 

 
• 92% of all civilian structure fire deaths resulted from home structure fires. 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home structure fires and home fire injuries. 

• Kitchens are the leading area of origin for home structure fires (37%) and civilian home 

fire injuries (36%). 

• Only 4% of home fires started in the living room, family room, or den; these fires caused 

24% of home fire deaths. 

• 8% of reported home fires started in the bedroom. These fires caused 25% of home fire 

deaths, 21% of home fire injuries, and 14% of the direct property damage. 

• Smoking is a leading cause of civilian home fire deaths. 

• Home structure fires peak around dinner hours between 5:00 and 8:00 pm. 

• Almost two-thirds (62%) of reported home fire deaths resulted from fires in homes with 

no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. 

• Most fatal fires kill one or two people. In 2009, 9 home fires killed five or more people. 

These 9 fires resulted in 59 deaths. 

Homes are dwellings, duplexes, manufactured homes, apartments, townhouses and rowhouses. 
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Fire, household A Few Facts at the Household Level-the Odds in a lifetime, a report published by National 

Fire Protection Association NFPA in Jul 2009. 

 

Number of home fires your household can expect in an average lifetime: 5 
Households can expect to average a home fire every 15 years or five fires in an average lifetime. 

(Life expectancy now averages 78 years in the U.S., according to the Statistical Abstract.)  

 

Chances your household will have a reported home fire in an average lifetime: 1 in 4 

Most of these will be small fires resulting in little or no damage and will not be reported 

to a fire department, but even a trivial fire causes at least some temporary anxiety.  
Your household has a one in four chance of having a home fire large enough to be reported to a 

fire department during an average lifetime.  

 

Chances that someone in your household will suffer a fire injury in an average lifetime:  

1 in 10 
Someone in your household also has a one in ten chance of suffering a fire injury in a home fire an 

average lifetime. More likely than not, this will be a minor injury suffered in a fire that you did not 

report to the fire department. You might not even remember the injury a month after it happened. 

 

Chances that someone in your household will suffer an injury in a reported fire in an 

average lifetime:  1 in 89 
About one out of nine of these injuries will occur in a reported home fire, which means someone in 

your household has a one in 89 chance of suffering a fire injury in a reported home fire in an 

average lifetime. 

 

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/OS.Hous

ehold.pdf  

http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryI

D=2456&itemID=55593&URL=Research/Statisti

cal%20reports/Overall%20fire%20statistics/  
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Fire, US stats Fire Loss in the United States During 2010, by Michael J. Karter, Jr., National Fire 

Protection Association (NFPA), Quincy, MA, 02169 

In 2010: 

• A fire department responded to a fire every 24 seconds. 

• One outside fire was reported every 50 seconds. 

• One structure fire was reported every 65 seconds. 

• One home structure fire was reported every 85 seconds. 

• One vehicle fire was reported every 146 seconds. 

• One civilian fire injury was reported every 30 minutes. 

• One civilian fire death occurred every 2 hours and 49 minutes. 

nfpa.org 

Illness, Alzheimer's Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

6 Alzheimer's disease: 79,003 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Illness, Cancer Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

2 Cancer: 567,628 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Illness, Chronic lower 

respiratory diseases 

Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

3 Chronic lower respiratory diseases: 137,353 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Illness, Diabetes Leading Causes of Death 2009 http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  
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Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

7 Diabetes: 68,705 

Illness, Heart disease Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

1 Heart disease: 599,413 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Illness, Influenza and 

Pneumonia 

Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

8 Influenza and Pneumonia: 53,692 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Illness, Nephritis, 

nephrotic syndrome, 

and nephrosis 

Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

9 Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome, and nephrosis: 48,935 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Illness, Stroke  Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

4 Stroke (cerebrovascular diseases): 128,842 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Mayan Calendar This didn’t happen either – hee haa !!!! 

(I knew the dang blasted thing was cycle driven) 

 

Radiation, Exposure 

to 

The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States and their Lifetime 

Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Accidental Radiation No records available to calculate 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

 

Self-harm, Suicide Suicides Replace Auto Crashes as Top Cause of Injury Death Sept. 26, 2012 http://abcnews.go.com/Health/Wellness/suicid

es-replace-auto-crashes-top-injury-

death/story?id=17329245#.UNTcIqxTaSo  

Self-harm, Suicide Suicide Leading Cause of Injury Mortality in U. S.  Sep. 21, 2012 http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/09

/120921123959.htm  
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Self-harm, Suicide, 

Intentional  

Leading Causes of Death 2009 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death 

10 Intentional self-harm (suicide): 36,909 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm  

Space Weather, 

Asteroid  

On average, a large object hits every 10,000 years, while something with the force of 10 

atom bombs crashes every 100,000 years. However, you do not need to put on your crash 

helmet just yet. There are no known objects close enough to Earth to cause damage for 

some time. 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/disaster2.htm

l 

  

Space Weather, 

Asteroid, Comet 

About every 10 years bodies about 30 feet wide hit the earth. Most of them fall into the 

ocean—because there is so much ocean—and some of them release as much or more 

energy than a Hiroshima-sized nuclear bomb. 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied the figures in the last 

column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 

45% chance of at least one catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

 

Space Weather, 

Asteroid, Meteor, 

Comet impact 

Size  10 - 50m  

Number near Earth 2 hundred million  

Frequency of impacts 1 in every 5 years  

Last impact Siberia, 1908: area not populated.  

Annual probability of impact 0.2 

 

Size 100m  

Number near Earth 2 hundred thousand  

Frequency of impacts 1 in every thousand years  

Last impact China, 1490: 10,000 deaths  

Annual probability of impact 0.001 

 

Size 1-2km  

Number near Earth 2 thousand  

Frequency of impacts 1 in every 100,000 to 1 million years  

Last impact Argentina, 3 million years ago: local extinctions and global cooling  

Annual probability of impact 0.00001 

 

http://www.risk-

ed.org/pages/risk/asteroid_prob.htm  
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Size 15km  

Number near Earth 50  

Frequency of impacts 1 in every 65 million years  

Last impact Mexico, 65 million years ago: dinosaur extinction  

Annual probability of impact 0.00000002 

Space Weather, 

Asteroid, Meteor, 

Comet impact 

We have extensive evidence that Earth has already been hit by asteroids many times throughout 

history-the most famous (or infamous) example is probably the asteroid or comet that created the 

Chicxulub crater in the Gulf of Mexico and may have contributed to the extinction of the dinosaurs 

at the end of the Cretaceous Period 65 million years ago. A more recent but less devastating 

example, called the Tunguska event, occurred in 1908, when a meteor or comet exploded over the 

wilderness of Siberia, damaging farmland and leveling trees for miles around. Because most of the 

earth is covered by oceans, there may also be many small impacts that go unnoticed.  

There are thousands of small bodies that we call asteroids or meteoroids in orbit around the sun. 

Many of these objects are called near-Earth asteroids (or NEAs) because they have orbits that 

repeatedly bring them close to, or intersect with, Earth's orbit.  

Although the odds of any one particular asteroid ever impacting Earth are quite low, it is 

still likely that one day our planet will be hit by another asteroid. At the current rate of 

impacts, we would expect about one large asteroid to impact Earth every 100 million 

years or so. 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm

?id=what-is-the-chance-of-an  

Space Weather, 

Asteroid, Meteor, 

Comet impact 

No human in the past 1000 years is known to have been killed by a meteorite or by the 

effects of one impacting. (There are ancient Chinese records of such deaths.) An 

individual's chance of being killed by a meteorite is small, but the risk increases with the size of the 

impacting comet or asteroid, with the greatest risk associated with global catastrophes resulting 

from impacts of objects larger than 1 kilometer. NASA knows of no asteroid or comet currently on 

a collision course with Earth, so the probability of a major collision is quite small. 

http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/sl9/back2.html  

 
Space Weather, CME 

& X-class Flare 

If a satellite spotted BOTH a halo coronal mass ejection and an X-class solar flare, what 

is the probability that a solar proton event will occur? 22/(74+22) = 0.23 

 

What percentage of the time are SPEs involved with Halo CMEs, X-class flares or both?  

100% x (39+22+6 / 95) = 70.1 %  

http://spacemath.gsfc.nasa.gov/weekly/3Page2

7.pdf 
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Space Weather, 

Planets lining up, 

disruption 

.00 chance of happening, or a 1 chance of not happening 
Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied the figures in the last 

column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 

45% chance of at least one catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 

Space Weather, Solar 

Flare, X-class 

What fraction of the time does the sun produce X-class flares? 122/21886 = 0.006 

How many X-class flares are not involved with CMEs or SPEs? 122 - 74 - 22 - 6 = 20. 

http://spacemath.gsfc.nasa.gov/weekly/3Page2

7.pdf 

 

Terrorist Attack From the article How Scared of Terrorism Should You Be? by Ronald Bailey in Sept 2011 - 

Not very. You are four times more likely to be killed by a lightning bolt than by a terror 

attack. 

 
How many Americans have been killed in terrorist attacks inside the United States since the 

September 11, 2001, atrocities? Arguably 16. 

  

• Egyptian Hesham Mohamed Hadayet killed two Israelis at the El Al ticket counter at the 

Los Angeles airport on July 4, 2002.  

• On June 1, 2009, Abdulhakim Muhammed killed one soldier at a recruiting center in Little 

Rock, Arkansas 

• Army psychiatrist Maj. Nidal Hasan killed 13 soldiers during a shooting rampage in at Fort 

Hood, Texas in November 2009. 

 

An additional 14 Americans were killed in broadly defined domestic terrorism incidents since 

September 2001.  

• Five died from anthrax attacks (2001);  

• two died in an attack on a Knoxville church (2008);  

• two are suspected to have been killed by members of the Minutemen American Defense 

group in Arizona (2009);  

• an abortion provider was killed in Wichita, Kansas (2009);  

• a guard was stabbed to death at the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C., (2009);  

• two died in Austin when a man crashed his light plane into a government building over a 

dispute with the IRS (2009);  

• a neo-Malthusian terrorist was shot by police during a hostage incident at the Discovery 

Channel in Silver Spring, Maryland (2009).  

 

That adds up to a grand total of 30 Americans killed in terrorist incidents inside the United States in 

the last 10 years. 

 

http://reason.com/archives/2011/09/06/how-

scared-of-terrorism-should  
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The National Counterterrorism Center has been compiling worldwide deaths of private U.S. 

citizens due to terrorism since 2005. Terrorism is defined as “premeditated, politically motivated 

violence, perpetrated against noncombatant targets by subnational groups or clandestine agents.” 

In the 2010 report: 

15 Americans were killed in terrorist attacks;  

nine died in 2009;  

33 in 2008   

17 in 2007   

28 in 2006  

56 in 2005  

The vast majority of private U.S. citizens killed in terrorist attacks died in the war zone countries of 

Iraq and Afghanistan. So the sad tally of Americans killed by terrorists around the world since 2005 

comes to a total of 158, yielding an annual rate 16 Americans killed by terrorists outside of the 

borders of the United States. 

 

Taking these figures into account, a rough calculation suggests that in the last five years, 

your chances of being killed by a terrorist are about one in 20 million. 

 
The National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) has just 

published, Background Report: 9/11, Ten Years Later published in 2011 stated that excluding the 

9/11 atrocities, that fewer than 500 people died in the U.S. from terrorist attacks between 1970 

and 2010.   

 

The report adds, “From 1991-2000, the United States averaged 41.3 terrorist attacks per year.  

 

After 2001, the average number of U.S. attacks decreased to 16 per year from 2002-2010.” 

 
Terrorist Attack According to The Physics arXiv Blog of the MIT Technology Review on Sept 5, 2012 – 

“Statisticians Calculate Probability Of Another 9/11 Attack” 

 

http://www.technologyreview.com/view/42910

6/statisticians-calculate-probability-of-another-

911-attack/  
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The statistics say there is a 50 per cent chance of another catastrophic terrorist attack 

within the next ten years.   

 

There is a cool graph at this site. 

Transportation, ATV ATV-Related Deaths and Injuries for All Ages 1985-2010 

 

2010 

Reported Deaths 317 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 115,000 

 

2009 

Reported Deaths 649 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 131,900 

 

2008 

Reported Deaths 707 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 135,100 

 

2007 

Reported Deaths 804 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 150,900 

 

2006 

Reported Deaths 833 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 146,600 

 

2005 

Reported Deaths 799 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 136,700 

 

2004 

Reported Deaths 754 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries  136,100 

 

http://www.atvsafety.gov/stats.html  
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2003 

Reported Deaths 653 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 125,500 

 

2002 

Reported Deaths  550 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries  113,900 

 

2001 

Reported Deaths 520 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 110,100 

 

2000 

Reported Deaths 447 

Estimated # of ER Treated Injuries 92,200 

 
Tsunami, Atlantic Decades:  Volcano experts say that if a volcano in the Canary Islands were to fall into the 

Atlantic Ocean, it would send a wall of water, a tsunami, to engulf much of the East Coast 

of the United States. The Cumbre Vieja volcano on the island of La Palma is unstable and 

could collapse if it erupted. The 500 billion tons of rock plunging to sea would create a 

splash more than 2,100 feet high and 25 feet across that would surge across the ocean 

toward America at 450 mph. 

 

By the time it reached the U.S., the killer wave would be only about 160 feet tall. Even so, 

it could sweep inland for 12 miles.  

 

In 1998 an underwater earthquake created a tidal wave that killed 2,000 people when it 

smashed into Papua New Guinea. In 1958, a cliff fell into the ocean at Letuya Bay. The 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/disaster2.htm

l 
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resulting water wall was so strong it removed trees and soil 1,640 feet above sea level.  

 

Again, scientists say it could be decades before Cumbe Veija erupts again and that event 

may not be catastrophic. 

Tsunami, US East A tsunami is statistically much less likely to hit the East Coast. There're far fewer 

earthquakes. Once you get out in the Atlantic, the scenarios tend to be, literally, 

outlandish, like an asteroid falling into the sea and generating a wave. And yet, there are 

precedents there, too.  

In 1929, a giant wave we now know was a tsunami pounced on Newfoundland, Canada, 

killing some 50 people. And even Atlantic City was hit by a tsunami twice, once after 

World War I, once after World War II. 

Now, there's concern that an area of instability 1,400 miles south of Miami, in the 

Caribbean, may trigger the next big wave.   

According to Ward, a huge chunk of a volcano on the Canary Islands, near Morocco, is on 

the verge of chipping off and sliding into the Atlantic. Another volcanic eruption, and it 

might go.  

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6798858/ns/da

teline_nbc/t/could-tsunami-hit-us/ 

 

 
Tsunami, US West Scientists do warn there are several active undersea areas, called subduction zones, off 

both coasts, that could trigger a tsunami. And before you dismiss that as doomsday talk in 

academic jargon, consider this. It has already happened. Alaska has been hit repeatedly, 

as has Hawaii.  

And then, there's Crescent City, not some ancient megalopolis swallowed by the sea, but 

a sleepy waterfront town on the northern edge of California. Forty years ago it was struck 

by a killer tsunami. It was March 27, 1964, at 5:36 p.m. A 9.2 magnitude earthquake 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6798858/ns/da

teline_nbc/t/could-tsunami-hit-us/ 
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shook the seafloor under Valdez, Ak, triggering a tsunami that went hurtling down the 

West coast. 

“This is an area called the Cascadia subduction zone, where a plate-- the Pacific Ocean 

plate-- is actually diving down underneath the North American continent.” 

Experts fear a rupture along the 600-mile undersea fault could set off a deadly wave that 

would sink the coast of Oregon within 30 minutes. 300 years ago, a massive earthquake in 

that same area generated a wave so powerful it scarred trees deep inland in California 

and reached all the way to Japan. An ancient Japanese diary actually pinpoints the time: 9 

p.m., January 26, 1700.  

Such an earthquake occurs in the north Pacific every 300 to 500 years. That means 

we're due for one, sometime in the next 200 years.  

Tsunami, World Do I think it's likely? No. If you want statistics, somewhere in the world such an event's 

happened about every 5,000 to 10,000 years.” 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6798858/ns/da

teline_nbc/t/could-tsunami-hit-us/ 

 
Volcano, Yellowstone A supervolcano beneath Yellowstone National Park could be overdue for an eruption, 

according to scientists. The explosion would send ash, dust, and sulfur dioxide into the 

atmosphere, reflecting the sun's rays and creating a cold wave lasting several years. Crops 

in many areas would fail and many species of animals and plants would face extinction.  

 

The Yellowstone volcano has erupted once every 600,000 years, and is now 40,000 

years overdue, making some volcano watchers nervous. Satellite pictures show 

movement in the chamber of molten rock several miles beneath the earth's surface.  

 

A supervolcano is usually formed when the mountain around the crater collapses during 

an eruption, leaving a large crater, or caldera. 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/disaster2.htm

l 
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Volcano, Yellowstone Although it is possible, scientists are not convinced that there will ever be another 

catastrophic eruption at Yellowstone. Given Yellowstone's past history, the yearly 

probability of another caldera-forming eruption could be calculated as 1 in 730,000 or 

0.00014%. However, this number is based simply on averaging the two intervals between 

the three major past eruptions at Yellowstone — this is hardly enough to make a critical 

judgment. This probability is roughly similar to that of a large (1 kilometer) asteroid 

hitting the Earth. Moreover, catastrophic geologic events are neither regular nor 

predictable. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/blog/2009/

jan/06/supervolcano-volcano-yellowstone-

earthquake 

 

Volcano, Yellowstone According to scientists, the risk of a super-eruption somewhere in the world is five to 10 

times greater than that of the world being hit by an asteroid. 

http://rense.com/general63/yellowstonesslum

bering.htm 

War and sequelae The most common causes of death due to injury in the United States and their Lifetime 

Odds of said Injury (2000) 

Operations of war and sequelae 1 in 223,753 

http://danger.mongabay.com/injury_death.htm  

War, WWIII Russian Geopolitical Analyst: “World War III Has Already Begun”  By Gilbert Mercier Mar 

28, 2010 

The man expressing the idea is Konstantin Sivkov, he is Russian and the Vice President of 

the Academy for Geopolitical Issues. Sivkov thinks that “World War III will start 100 years 

after WWI (2014) and will take lives of hundreds of millions people worldwide”. 

http://newsjunkiepost.com/2010/03/28/russia

n-geopolitical-analyst-world-war-iii-has-already-

begun/  

 
War, WWIII Right-wing media divided: Is U.S. now in World War III, IV, or V? on July 14, 2006  

With the recent escalation of violence in the Middle East and a terrorist attack in Mumbai, 

India, the right-wing media have declared a new "world war" but have not agreed upon 

which world war the United States now faces: World War III, IV, or V. 
• World War III? 

Most recently, on the July 13 edition of Fox News' The O'Reilly Factor, host Bill O'Reilly said "World 

War III ... I think we're in it." Similarly, on the July 13 edition of MSNBC's Tucker, a graphic read: 

"On the verge of World War III?" As Media Matters for America has noted, CNN Headline News 

host Glenn Beck began his program on July 12 with a discussion with former CIA officer Robert 

Baer by saying "we've got World War III to fight," while also warning of "the impending 

http://mediamatters.org/research/2006071400

17  

http://mediamatters.org/static/video/2006/07/

14/ww3-20060714.wmv  
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apocalypse." Beck and Baer had a similar discussion on July 13, in which Beck said: "I absolutely 

know that we need to prepare ourselves for World War III. It is here."  

• World War IV? 

On the July 10 edition of Fox News' The Big Story, host John Gibson interviewed Michael Ledeen, 

resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), and said "some are calling the global 

war on terror something else, something more like World War III." But Ledeen responded that "it's 

more like World War IV because there was a Cold War, which was certainly a world war." Ledeen 

added that "probably the start of it [World War IV] was the Iranian revolution of 1979." Similarly, 

on the May 24 edition of CNBC's Kudlow and Company, host Lawrence Kudlow, discussing a book 

by former deputy undersecretary of defense Jed Babbin, said "World War IV is the terror war, and 

war with China would be World War V."  

Other conservatives have previously suggested the "war on terror" as "World War IV." In a 

September 2004 article, Commentary editor-at-large Norman Podhoretz noted "World War III (that 

is, the cold war)" and that "the great struggle into which the United States was plunged by 9/11 

can only be understood if we think of it as World War IV." And in January 2005, FrontPageMag.com 

hosted a symposium called "Ukraine and World War IV."  

• World War V? 

On the July 13 edition of his nationally syndicated radio show, Fox News host Sean Hannity 

declared: "we are loaded up today, as the Middle East on the brink of World War V, here." Hannity 

did not explain what he regarded as World Wars III and IV. But earlier in the show, Hannity 

suggested the current conflict is World War III, stating: "[I]s World War III breaking out in the 

Middle [East]? It may very well be." 

 
War, WWIII The Planned World War 3 - A Play in Numerous Acts 

World War 3 Timeline 
These are, I believe, the stages of the planned Third World War: 

• Prelude - The events leading up to the start of World War Three, including Sept 11, 2001. 

• Act 1 - The Middle East.  Widespread conflict to bring the entire region into the flames of 

war, possibly triggered by Iran or militants in Pakistan using North Korean supplied nuclear arms.  

The first Scene in this Act is the US Invasion of Iraq on March 20, 2003. 

• Act 2 - Israel at War -- Against her Arab neighbors, possibly Palestine.  A Palestinian State 

will be established, so that all Israelis will be fully separated from Palestinians (listen out for 

http://www.threeworldwars.com/world-war-

3/ww3.htm  
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mention of a 7-year treaty to be confirmed by a World Leader - probably Bush), only for Israel to 

viciously attack Palestine shortly thereafter. 

• Act 3 - Far East -- "Hair-raising nuclear confrontation that threatens mankind's existence" - 

Peter Lemesurier, author of The Armageddon Script, p. 223, written in 1981.  Includes China 

invading Taiwan and a nuclear eruption on the Korean Peninsula. 

• Act 4 - Erosion of Confidence in 'The System' so severe citizens will be panicked into giving 

up liberties and Constitutional form of government.  The plan calls for the dissolution of the US 

Constitution, triggered by a significant enough 'terrorist' attack.  The ultimate intent is to introduce 

a global government and one-world religion. 

• Act 5 - The collapse of the US, and other Western economies and morals. 

• Act 6 - Significant population reduction using natural and man-made disasters. 

• Curtain.  Who can tell how this war will end? 

War, WWIII World War III  

With the development of the arms race, before the collapse of the Soviet Union and end 

of the Cold War, an apocalyptic war between the United States and the Soviet Union was 

considered possible. Among the historical events considered potential triggers for such a 

conflict are: 
• 1948: During the Berlin Blockade, Soviet military forces attempt to reunify the city of 

Berlin by blockading West Berlin. In response, Western allies organize massive airlifts to keep West 

Berlin supplied. 

• 1950–1953: Before and after the entry of Chinese reinforcements into the Korean War, 

with the pushback of South Korean and UN forces, orders and scenarios were developed for the 

use of nuclear weapons. Supreme Commander MacArthur went so far as to declare he would 

invade and bomb China to eliminate the threat of communism in East Asia, for which he was 

removed from command by President Harry S Truman. 

• July 26, 1956–March, 1957: In the Suez Crisis, the USSR threatened to intervene on behalf 

of Egypt in its confrontation between France, the United Kingdom, and Israel over its proposed 

nationalization of the Suez Canal. Pressure was applied on the United Kingdom and France by 

Canadian UN ambassador Lester B. Pearson (for which he would receive a Nobel Peace Prize) and 

the Eisenhower administration (which including a threat to create a currency crisis by dumping US 

holdings of British debt). 

• June 4–November 9, 1961: Berlin Crisis of 1961 where the Soviets demanded a 

withdrawal of western troops from Berlin. It culminated in the construction of the Berlin Wall. 

• October 15–October 28, 1962: The Cuban Missile Crisis, a confrontation on the stationing 

of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba, is often considered as having been the closest to a nuclear 

exchange. The crisis peaked on October 27, when a U-2 was shot down over Cuba and another 

almost intercepted over Siberia, after Curtis LeMay (U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff) had neglected to 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_III  
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enforce Presidential orders to suspend all overflights, and a Soviet submarine nearly launched a 

nuclear-tipped torpedo in response to depth charges (with the launch being prevented by an 

officer named Vasili Arkhipov). 

• 1969: According to historian Liu Chenshan, at the height of the Sino–Soviet border 

conflict, Soviet officials drew up plans for a nuclear attack against China.[5] The United States, 

however, refused to remain neutral in such a conflict, threatening to launch a full-attack against 

the Soviet Union in such an event. 

• October 24, 1973: As the Yom Kippur War wound down, a Soviet threat to intervene on 

Egypt's behalf caused the United States to go to DEFCON 3. 

• November 9, 1979: The United States made emergency retaliation preparations after 

NORAD saw on-screen indications that a full-scale Soviet attack had been launched.[6] No attempt 

was made to use the "red telephone" hotline to clarify the situation with the USSR and it was not 

until early-warning radar systems confirmed no such launch had taken place that NORAD realized 

that a computer system test had caused the display errors. A senator inside the NORAD facility at 

the time described an atmosphere of absolute panic. A GAO investigation led to the construction 

of an off-site test facility to prevent similar mistakes. 

• September 26, 1983: A false alarm occurred on the Soviet nuclear early warning system, 

showing the launch of American Minuteman ICBMs from bases in the United States. An erroneous 

retaliatory nuclear attack on the United States and its Western allies was prevented by Stanislav 

Yevgrafovich Petrov, an officer of the Soviet Air Defence Forces, who intuited the scale and recent 

system upgrades meant the system had simply had a malfunction (which would be borne out by 

later investigations).[7][8] 

• November 2–11, 1983: Amid deteriorating relations between the Soviet Union and the 

United States and the lack of a functioning General Secretary in the Soviet Politburo (due to Yuri 

Andropov's failing health), the Able Archer 83 military drill for NATO's nuclear-release procedures 

was treated by some Politburo members as a ruse of war. Nuclear weapons and air forces were 

placed on alert in East Germany and Poland before the exercise ended. 

 
Weather, Cold Weather Fatalities 2011 

Cold 29 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 27   

30 yr avg 1982-2011 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  
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Weather, Flood Weather Fatalities 2011 

Flood 113 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 78 

30 yr avg 1982-2011 93 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  

Weather, Heat Weather Fatalities 2011 

Heat 206 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 119  

30 yr avg 1982-2011 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  

Weather, Hurricane Weather Fatalities 2011 

Hurricane 9 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 114   

30 yr avg 1982-2011 47 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  

Weather, Hurricane,  

US 

Major cities prone to experience hurricane-force winds (74 mph and above) 

• New Orleans, La. 29.30% in 2006, 12.74 % average  

• Mobile, Ala. 22.23 % in 2006, 11.30 % average  

• Key West, Fla. 20.61 % in 2006, 14.79 % average  

• Pensacola, Fla. 20.29 % in 2006, 10.97 % average  

• West Palm Beach, Fla. 18.94 % in 2006, 15.87 % average 

http://www.dcgflorida.com/odds-hurricane-hit-

city.html 

 
Weather, Hurricane, 

FL 

Probabilities of Florida cities experiencing hurricane-force winds  

• Key West. 20.61 % in 2006, 14.79 % average  

• Pensacola. 20.29 % in 2006, 10.97 % average  

• West Palm Beach. 18.94 % in 2006, 15.87 % average  

• Miami. 17.40 % in 2006, 15.77 % average  

• Panama City. 16.92 % in 2006, 9.89 % average  

• St. Augustine. 16.13 % in 2006, 7.81 % average  

• St. Petersburg. 14.46 % in 2006, 11.72 % average  

http://www.dcgflorida.com/odds-hurricane-hit-

city.html 
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• Jacksonville. 13.70 % in 2006, 6.88 % average  

• Cedar Key. 13.56 % in 2006, 8.31 % average  

• Daytona Beach. 13.43 % in 2006, 7.93 % average  

• Fort Myers. 12.34 % in 2006, 15.98 % average  

• Vero Beach. 11.48 % in 2006, 12.31 % average  

• Apalachicola. 11.22 % in 2006, 9.34 % average  

• Melbourne. 8.10 % in 2006, 10.18 % average  

• Titusville. 8.08 % in 2006, 8.55 % average  

• Orlando. 6.68 % in 2006, 8.53 % average 

Weather, Hurricane, 

US 

Probabilities for all U.S. cities experiencing hurricane-force winds  

• New Orleans, La. 29.30 % in 2006, 12.74 % average  

• Mobile, Ala. 22.23 % in 2006, 11.30 % average  

• Myrtle Beach, S.C. 18.42 % in 2006, 12.12 % average  

• Brownsville, Texas. 15.52 % in 2006, 18.06 % average  

• Cape Hatteras, N.C. 13.84 % in 2006, 20.12 % average  

• Savannah, Ga. 13.58 % in 2006, 10.32 % average  

• Galveston, Texas. 13.55 % in 2006, 11.40 % average  

• Corpus Christi, Texas. 7.93 % in 2006, 7.97 % average  

• New York. 7.38 % in 2006, 4.36 % average  

• Atlantic City, N.J., 6.12 % in 2006, 4.61 % average  

• Ocean City, Md. 5.67 % in 2006, 5.69 % average  

• Cape Cod, Mass. 2.26 % in 2006, 7.22 % average  

http://www.dcgflorida.com/odds-hurricane-hit-

city.html 

 

 
Weather, Lightning Weather Fatalities 2011 

Lightning 26 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 37   

30 yr avg 1982-2011 54 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  
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Weather, Rip 

currents 

Weather Fatalities 2011 

Rip currents 41 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 246 

30 yr avg 1982-2011 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  

Weather, severe & 

winter 

Severe weather with multiple causes (18.8%) and winter weather (18.1%) http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/

2008-12-17-death_N.htm 

Weather, Severe, 

Heat, fatal 

To be sure, the heat claimed the most lives — almost 20% http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/

2008-12-17-death_N.htm 

Weather, Tornado Weather Fatalities 2011 

Tornado 553 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 108  

30 yr avg 1982-2011 74 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  

Weather, Wind Weather Fatalities 2011 

Wind 76 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 45 

30 yr avg 1982-2011 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  

Weather, Winter Weather Fatalities 2011 

Winter 17 

10 yr avg 2002-2011 23 

30 yr avg 1982-2011 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats/resour

ces/weather_fatalities.pdf  

 
Y2K, disruption .05 chance of happening, or a .95 chance of not happening – And it didn’t !!!! 

Employing a standard method used in the mathematics of probability, Mac multiplied the figures in the last 

column together and got 0.547742996, which he rounded to 0.55 — or 55%. Subtracting that from 100% left a 

45% chance of at least one catastrophic event occuring in the next 40 years. 

http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/silve

ira57.html 
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“If it is to “If it is to “If it is to “If it is to be, it is up to me.”be, it is up to me.”be, it is up to me.”be, it is up to me.”  

William H. Johnsen William H. Johnsen William H. Johnsen William H. Johnsen  

DepressionDepressionDepressionDepression----era realist/impressionist painterera realist/impressionist painterera realist/impressionist painterera realist/impressionist painter 

** Continued in document “Building a Needs Based Preparedness Plan 1– What are the odds-Possibilities, Probabilities & the Needs Based Prep Plan Part B” ** 
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