
Public Disturbances – Civil Unrest, Riot, Mobs 

1 | P a g e  

 

 

The most likely kind of civil or political disturbance that the average person might encounter is a large-scale riot 
such as those occurring in the 1960’s and 1970’s at various cities and college campuses around the country. 
These were usually associated with racial troubles, draft protests and gasoline shortages.  

 

There is also the “mob” type of riot associated with an unfavorable decision by government or violent 
disagreement between marchers on both sides of a ‘touchy’ subject. 

 

Last but not least is a “mad rush” riot where people are soo anxious to get into a store for that sale, a key 
sporting event or to the front of a stage at a concert. 
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Awareness of what is going on around is the key to avoiding these types of crises.  This alone will 
get you out of the way BEFORE the situation turns dangerous. 

 

 

1. If you are able to 
move to a safe 
area, you should 
do so immediately.  

 

 
 

2. Report any 
potential riot or 
public disturbance 
to 9-1-1. 

 

3. Provide the 
following 
information: 
� Your name  
� Address/Building 
name and address   
� Your company name 
and suite number  

 

 
 

 

 
4. DO NOT get 

involved. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

5. Stay calm.  

 

 

6. Just after 
reporting the 
disturbance, if you 
can - Leave the 
area. 

 

 


