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How to 
Reduce  
Water

How to Series

"Reduce from
50% to 75% 

water usage 
within one or 
two years 
and still have 
a beautiful 
beautifull 
environment"

        Invisible 
Gardener



Steps towards 75% deduction in 
water use over the next two years...

1. Examine Current Usage

Write down current water times on 
your sprinkler system. Write down 
sections, number of days on and 
length of time. Make a note what type 
if over head or if allready on a drip or 
soaker .

example
line 1 15 min x 2 days per week x 4 
weeks   lawn #1
line 2   15 min x 2 days per week x 4 
weeks   lawn #2
line 3   15 min x 2 days per week x 4 
weeks   lawn #2
line 4   15 min x 2 days per week x 4 

weeks   Flowers #1
line 5 15 min x 2 days per week x 4 
weeks   Flowers #2
line 6  15 min x 2 days per week x 4 
weeks   vegetable garden
etc

2. Add up current minutes system is 
on
times number of days on per month.
Example as per above
line 1  120 minutes
line 2  120 minutes
line 3  120 minutes
line 4  120 minutes
line 5  120 minutes
line 6  120 minutes
Total minutes per month
120 x 6   720 minutes per month 
water usage

And still have a lush environment

Invisible Gardener's 
How to reduce 
water usage by 
50  to 75 % 
within the next 
two years



Steps towards 75% reduction in 
water use over the next two years...

3. Examine Current Systems

Write down current types of watering 
systems on your sprinkler system. 
Write down sections and note if 
overhead, drip or soaker. 

example
line 1  over head sprinklers lawn #1
line 2  over head sprinklers   lawn #2
line 3  over head sprinklers  lawn #2
line 4  over head sprinklers Flowers
line 5  on soaker line   Flowers #2
line 6  on drip Vegetable Garden
Examine and locate any leaks and 
correct. Decide if any systems can be 
changed or if it is adequate. Usually 
lawns require overhead while flowers 

and vegetable gardens will do fine 
with soakers or drip.

4. How to reduce by 10% first month

take the total time and reduce each 
section by 10%

Example as per above example
line 1    15 min -10% (1.5 min) = 13.5 
new  time  lawn #1
line 2   15 min -10% (1.5 min) = 13.5 
new  time lawn #2
line 3   15 min -10% (1.5 min) = 13.5 
new  time   lawn #2
line 4   15 min-10% (1.5 min) = 13.5 
new  time  Flowers #1
line 5 15 min -10% (1.5 min) = 13.5 
new  time weeks   Flowers #2
line 6  15 min -10% (1.5 min) = 13.5 
new  time  vegetable garden

How much are you using now?

 Examine 
Current 
system 
water use



add a 2 inch layer per year

 Apply rock 
dust, compost 
and mulch 
several times 
yearly.

 This will reduce your outdoor watering 
by 10% the first two months. The first 
30-60 days you will need to keep an 
eye out for your environment and see if 
you can spot any stress plants or if the 
lawn needs more water. Make sure the 
lines are working correctly. Some new 
heads may have to be cleaned.

Important note.

Along with water reduction, you will 
need to improve the soil adding the 
following right after you have decided 
on whether you will be using a soaker/
drip system. See notes on burying your 
soaker system.
It important to add rock dust, compost 
and a nice acid mulch like azalea 
planting mix. This will not only improve 
the soil but allow the soil to hold water 

longer and thus require less frequent 
waterings.

The first month along with any 
sprinkler system changes, you will 
need to completely compost and 
much everything except the lawn 
which will only require to be top 
dressed several times per year.



Invisible Gardener™ P.O.Box 4311, Malibu, Ca 90265

Another Invisible Gardener EBook 2009

" N e v e r 
p l a c e a 
soaker line 
around the 
b a s e o f 
y o u r 
home."

5. if system can be changed try 
only watering twice per week 
instead of three times per week. 
This will also decrease water 
usage.

Basic rule is to keep 
as much water below 
ground as possible. Up 
to 50% of overhead 
water is lost to 
evaporation.

 Remember the amount of 
watering required by plants 
depends on most 
importantly, the conditions 
of the soil the plants etc are 
living in. Control this and 
you will have better control 
over your water use.
  
 By applying compost and 
mulch on a regular year 
bases, the condition of your 
soil will improve and hold 
water longer and require 
less frequent by deep 
watering.



6. Reduce current time by another 
10% to 20% during 3-4 months.

How to reduce by additional 10% to 
20% 3rd and 4th month

take the total time and reduce each 
section by 10%

Example as per above example
line 1    13.5 min -10% (1.35 min) = 
12.15 (round off to 12 min) new  time  
lawn #1
line 2   13.5 min -10% (1.35 min) = 
12.15 (round off to 12 min) new  time 
lawn #2
line 3   13.5 min -10% (1.35 min) = 
12.15 (round off to 12 min) new  time   
lawn #2
line 4    13.5 min -10% (1.35 min) = 
12.15 (round off to 12 min) new  time  
Flowers #1
line 5    13.5 min -10% (1.35 min) = 
12.15 (round off to 12 min) new  time 
weeks   Flowers #2
line 6   13.5 min -10% (1.35 min) = 
12.15 (round off to 12 min) new  time  
vegetable garden

You can additionally reduce the days 
you are watering from 3 to 2 days per 
week.

This will reduce your watering by as 
much as 20%. Watch every thing 
during the 3rd and 4th  months for 
any signs of stress. Check plants, 
check drip or check water to make 
sure it is working correctly.

  Adjustments should be made if you 
changed room a overhead system to 
a drip system. During the first 30 
days you should observe the amount 
of watering the plants are getting and 
whether or not they will require more 
time. Generally speaking drip system 
requires more drip then a soaker 
system which requires more time 
then a overhead system. While the 
drip and or soaker require more time, 
they will use less water then the 
overhead system especially if the 
system is below ground.

By the end of the 4th month, you 
should have reduced your outdoor 
watering by 20% without damaging 
your envroment. 

• Repair leaks
• Change type 
• Reduce time
• Reduce days
• Compost and Mulch
• Bury Soaker

3rd and 4th month reduce another 10%



• reduce slowly
• watch for stress 
• adjust accordingly
• plant natives
• grow organically 
• control pests/diseases

5th and 6th month reduce another 10%

7.  You can reduce the 
watering an additional 10% 
starting the 5th thru 6th 
month.

Example as per above example
line 1    12 min -10% (1.2 min) = 10.80 
(round off to 11 min) new  time  lawn #1
line 2   12 min -10% (1.2 min) = 10.80 
(round off to 11 min) new  time lawn #2
line 3   12 min -10% (1.2 min) = 10.80 
(round off to 11 min) new  time   lawn #2
line 4    12 min -10% (1.2 min) = 10.80 
(round off to 11 min) new  time  Flowers 
#1
line 5    12 min -10% (1.2 min) = 10.80 
(round off to 11 min) new  time weeks   
Flowers #2
line 6   12 min -10% (1.2 min) = 10.80 
(round off to 11 min) new  time  
vegetable garden

so by end of 6th month you are now 
watering 11 min instead of 15 minutes, a  
30% reduction.

30% 
Reduction 
in 6 months

All water is 
kept below 
ground
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6 months to a year

8.    6th month to 12th month

This is the time that you apply 
compost and mulch as need to 
increase a nice 2 inch layer 
covering all visible soil. You also 
keep an eye for any signs of 
water stress on your plants, lawn 
and fruit trees and vegetable 
garden.

You can farther reduce your 
watering by an additional 10%.

Example as per above example
line 1    11 min -10% (1.1 min) = 9.9 
(round off to 10 min) new  time  lawn 
#1
line 2   11 min -10% (1.1 min) = 9.9 
(round off to 10 min) new  time lawn 
#2
line 3   111 min -10% (1.1 min) = 9.9 
(round off to 10 min) new  time   lawn 
#2
line 4    11 min -10% (1.1 min) = 9.9 
(round off to 10 min) new  time  
Flowers #1
line 5    11 min -10% (1.1 min) = 9.9 
(round off to 10 min) new  time weeks   
Flowers #2
line 6   11 min -10% (1.1 min) = 9.9 
(round off to 10 min) new  time  
vegetable garden

By end of 12th 
month, your 
watering time is 10 
minutes instead of 
the 15 minutes you 
started with, a 33% 
reduction added to 
the reduction from 
3 days to 2 days 
watering, (an 
additional 10%) and 
you have a 44% 
reduction in the first 
year alone.



• aerate soil
• clean drip 
• replace broken drip
• replace bad parts
• clean filter 
• repair drip lines

2nd year reduce another 10 to 20%

Control Water  
Catch the 
Rain!

An additional 10 to 20 % of 
the watering can be 
reduced during this year by 
following the same 
procedure of reducing 10% 
at a time then watching for 
stress for 6 months before 
reducing another 10%.

 A total of 55 to 75% water 
reduction can be achieved 
this way.

A secret water saving 
technique...

You can control the water 
by burying your soaker line 
under layers which add up 
every year. By simply 
adding 2 inches of mulch 
every year, you will be 
adding a deep enough 
layer under which your 
soaker line can be run as 
needed through a hot 
summer day without 
wasting any water.
Additionally you will be able 
to water deeply once a 
week for more savings.



• grow food 
• go native
• creative mulch
• grow herbs 
• grow fruit

 another 10%?

  Grow your 
own food!

An additional 10% can be 
saved off the watering of 
the lawn  by planting a 
native lawn!

Native lawns require less 
water, less if any mowing  
and very little fertilization.

Want food instead of a 
lawn?

Save an additional 10% by 
replacing your lawn with a 
water wise vegetable 
garden instead.

 



Invisible Gardener™ P.O.Box 4311, Malibu, Ca 90265

Another Invisible Gardener EBook 2009

Copyright 2009
Invisible Gardener™
all rights reserved

For more information visit

http://www.invisiblegardener.com
http://www.organicdatabank.info


http://astore.amazon.com/andrlope-20?%5Fencoding=UTF8&node=80
http://www.invisiblegardener.com/gardening_center/natural_organic_seeds.html


Appendix 137



Check out 
Superseaweed 
Today.

 Natural Pest Control

http://www.invisiblegardener.com/online_store/online_store_superseaweed.html
http://www.invisiblegardener.com/online_store/superseaweed_microactivator.html


Appendix

http://www.invisiblegardener.com


"Heal 
the 

Earth 
and 
you 

Heal 
yours
elf"

 

Some of 
Andy's DVD's 
Currently 
available:

"Heal 
the 

Earth 
and 
you 

Heal 
yours
elf"

 

Some of 
Andy's DVD's 
Currently 
available:

"Heal the Earth and you Heal 
yourself"

 

Some of Andy's DVD's Currently available:

2009 dvd

Andy Lopez 
The Invisible Gardener's

Healthy Garden Show 2009 Bonus Edition

The Healthy Garden Show
Vol 2 DVD

Healthy Family/Home/Garden Seminar Earth 
Day 2009

**************

Natural Ant Control DVD 
Dances with Ants 2009

Part 1

************

Natural Ant Control 2009 DVD

Part 2

Click here to check out the DVD's

http://www.invisiblegardener.com/online_store/online_store_dvd.html


Don't Panic Its Organic!
Invisible Gardener's EBOOKS

All Books are 
in PDF Format

All books are in PDF format and will open upon 
download. You will need adobe reader or some 
other type of pdf reader in order to be able to 
read these pdf EBooks.

Dances with Ants
Natural Ant Control EBook 

with Links to 
resources and 
formulas as 
well.

Natural Pest Control 
EBook 2009

The Complete 2008 
printed version 
in pdf format!

Natural Termite Control
Various safe methods of 
Natural Termte 
Control.

Natural Pest Control 
EBook in Spanish 2009
same as english version but in 
spanish!

copyright 2009 Invisible Gardener All rights rserved contact me any questions clubig@mac.com

click 
for
details

click 
for
details

click 
for
details

this 
book

ClubIG members get all EBooks FREE

http://www.invisiblegardener.com/online_store/online_store_ebook.html
http://www.organicdatabank.info//index.php?option=com_acctexp&task=subscribe&usage=0


Andy's Radio Shows

    

     

 Don't Panic It's Organic®

Radio Network

with 
Andy Lopez

The Invisible Gardener©

  

  

Got gardening questions? Come by 
my radio show! Live shows every 
sat. Email me first with your 
question and we can talk live on the 
air!

http://www.organicdatabank.info/Andy-s-Radio-Shows/Radio-shows.html
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